
A Case of Conversion 

The Ethiopian (Acts 8:26-40) 



Introduction 

• The word conversion is rare in the Bible. 
• It only occurs as a noun once (Acts 15:3) 
• In the generic sense, conversion means to change 

one’s heart, behavior and mind 
• Conversion can be distinguished as an event and 

also an on going event 
• The best way to describe conversion according to 

the New Testament is not by a word study but by 
a case study because the concept of conversion is 
what is important not the word itself 



Introduction 

• The Bible considers the theme of conversion 
by describing instances where conversion 
occurs 

• The book of acts offers many examples on 
conversions 

• One in particular, gives a good detailed story 
of one conversion in particular, Phillip and the 
Ethiopian eunuch 



The Preacher 

• Phillip, called “the evangelist” was one of the 
seven from Acts 6, to be appointed to serve the 
widows of the Hellenistic Jews in Jerusalem 

• God’s plan to save humanity involves the 
proclamation of His message 

• 1 Cor. 1:21 

• Just as surely as the message needs to be 
preached, there must be someone to preach the 
message (Romans 10:14) 

 



The Preacher 

• Christianity is a taught religion, it is a religion that 
relies on people passing on their knowledge and 
study so that as each generation goes by, they can be 
more and more equipped.  

• In Phillips questioning though also provides support 
that one can come to some understanding without 
help.  

• Basic principles of the word of God, is meant to be 
understood by those listening or reading but some 
things require help. 

 



The Preacher 

• Phillip having just preached in Samaria (Acts 
8:5), and having converted many souls there 
(8:12); the Lord instructed him to go to Gaza, 
and along his journey was commissioned to 
join the eunuch (8:26-28) 

• Phillip did not seem to hesitate on these 
orders and just did as the Lord commanded 
(good qualities for a preacher of the word) 

 



The Preacher 

• Readiness to preach is essential (2 Timothy 
4:1-2) 

• Phillip did not let other plans get in his way, 
not being an apostle this is huge in a good 
example for us. Of course we do not have the 
spirit of God directly telling us where to go but 
we do have verses such as: 
– Galatians 6:10; 2 Timothy 2:2; 2 Timothy 4:1-2; 1 

Peter 3:15 



The Prospect 

• When wanting to study with somebody or to 
show someone the word of God, the truth is, 
they have to want to receive what we are giving. 

• The eunuch was such a man willing and able to 
receive.  

• The Ethiopian was a well respected man by his 
queen and countrymen, he had to be to be in 
charge of all her treasure 

• Here is a good example of a man on prominence 
in the community still being able to receive God’s 
word 



The Prospect 

• What makes the Ethiopian a good prospect is that 
he was already reading and trying to figure out 
for himself. Trying to get somebody to read the 
Bible cold turkey is much harder than finding 
someone who is already interested 

• The Greek word that is translated to read is to 
read aloud, so Phillip heard him reading and 
asked, “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” 

 



The Prospect 

 

• The Ethiopian first shows himself to be teachable. 
(vs. 31) 

• Second, he shows that just reading the Bible is 
not enough, one needs understanding 

• As Christians we need to understand two things, 
first we need to have confidence in our reading 
and understanding abilities, but also be willing to 
accept help from those who have studied. 



The Lesson 

• The Passage being read by the Ethiopian was 
Isaiah 53:7-8 

• This text describes how the Lamb of God would 
suffer an unjust and undeserved death without 
making an effort to defend or preserve His own 
life 

• This is one of the most beautiful verse in the 
entire Bible about Jesus, “The suffering Servant” 
passage. 

• Jesus is called the lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world. John 1:29 



The Lesson 

• The Eunuch not knowing the gospel message, 
he was unsure about what these passages 
meant. So Phillip taking advantage of this, 
taught Jesus, beginning with this passage. 

• I would suggest that any passage somebody is 
reading, we can take them from their and 
teach them about Jesus 

• Some verses may be easier than others 



The Conversion 

• It is interesting to note that an angel and the 
Holy Spirit was involved in arranging the 
meeting between Phillip and eunuch, but “Not 
the slightest influence from either of the 
heavenly messengers reaches and the sinner’s 
mind or heart, until the preachers begins to 
speak, and then it reaches him through the 
words which are spoken” J.W. McGarvey 

 



The Conversion 

• Phillip in preaching Jesus, obviously made the 
connection between blood and salvation, and 
also obviously taught baptism as the way of 
connecting with that blood and with salvation 

• The eunuch after being taught, came across some 
water and made the decision that water had a 
significance in his salvation 

• Through baptism we contact the cleansing blood 
that washes away our sins (cf. Revelation 1:5; 
Acts 22:16) and this occurs because we are 
baptized into out Savior's death (Romans 6:3-4) 
 



The Conversion 

• The urgency of baptism is seen in the eunuch's 
unwillingness to postpone obedience, “he 
commanded the chariot to stand still…” 

• The scene depicted is consistent with baptism by 
immersion (Colossians 2:12) 

• He was baptized and then began rejoicing, if he was 
saved before this, why wait until after baptism to 
rejoice?(vs. 39) 

• The rejoicing indicates that he viewed such to be a 
necessary component in gospel obedience 



Conclusion 

• Conversion is a process that the Biblical text 
provides for us. 

• Conversion entails, faith being place in Christ, 
sins being repented of, confession being 
made, and obedience being demonstrated in 
baptism 

• Conversion is a initial obedience followed by a 
commitment to a way of life (1 John 1:7) 


