
Acceptable Worship 



Introduction 

• The term “worship” can sometimes render 
one confused on what event is taking place. 
Worship can be done together (in the 
assembly) or one can worship or pay homage 
to God, individually. 

• One cannot mistake these two for being the 
same, they are both commanded 

• Isn’t all worship accepted by God?  



Introduction 

• Worship must be done in Spirit and truth (John 
4:24) 

• Worship is and is not an everyday thing, for the 
individual it is everyday and can be done on 
moments notice (Romans 12:1-2) one cannot 
partake in the worship of the saints in the same 
manner (1 Cor. 11:17; 29) 

• One also cannot use individual worship or service 
to God, to replace assembly worship (1 Cor 
11:17; 14:26; 16:2; Eph 5:19; Heb 10:25) 



Unacceptable Worship 

• Some have worshiped Unacceptably 
– Leviticus 10:1-2 

– 1 Samuel 15:22-23 

– Matthew  15:7-9 

– Acts 17:23 

• Assembling for the wrong reason 
– 1 Cor. 11:17, 29 

– 1 Cor. 13:3 

– 2 Cor. 9:7 

– James 4:3 



Distinctive Elements of True Worship 

• Jesus speaks of “true worshipers” and says 
that God can identify them (John 4:23) 

• Spirit expresses the character of worship 

• It is worship form a genuinely reverent and 
grateful heart 

• The Spirit or heart was lacking in the lips of 
their worship (Matthew 15:8) 

• 1 Cor. 13:3 



Distinctive Elements of True Worship  

• Truth is the standard of true worship as identified 
by God’s word 

• We are going to be sanctified by truth and that 
truth is in God’s word (John 17:17; John 8:32)) 

• Truth is an objective standard that all can use to 
come to the same conclusion 

• Jesus in John 4 is speaking of a time where any 
who want to worship God will do so by Spirit and 
truth, He is foretelling of the Christian 
dispensation 



Words for Worship 

Side Notes for further Study 

From Slides 7-12 



Proskuneo 

• Kiss toward (59) an act of honor, reverence 
– Matthew 2:2, 8, 11; 4:9; 8:1-2; 9:18; 14:33; 15:25; 

28:9, 17 

– Mark 15:19 

– John 12:20 

– Acts 7:43; 8:27; 10:25; 24:10-11 

– 1 Corinthians 14:24-25 

– Revelation 22:8-9 



Eusebeia 

• An attitude of being dutiful, ritual obedience, 
particularly of pagan gods 
– Acts 17:23 

– 1 Timothy 2:2 (godly lifestyle) 

– 4:7 

– 5:4 (discharging duty or obligation to family) 

– 6:11 

– 2 Peter 1:6-7; 3:11 



Leitourgia 

• Religious or ritual service 

• In the LXX priestly work in temple service 

• Luke 1:23; Acts 13:2; Romans 15:16 
(ministering); 15:27 (minister to them); 2 
Corinthians 9:12; Philippians 2:17 (self-giving 
effort in preaching); Hebrews 9:21; 10:11 



Latreuo 

• Used 21 times 

• Service or worship (noun) usually Jewish 
worship  

• Matthew 4:10; Acts 7:7; 26:7; Romans 1:9 
(service to God in preaching); 9:4; 12:1-2 
(rational offering of total person to do the will 
of God); Philippians 3:3 (Christian worship); 
Hebrews 8:5; 10:2; 12:28 (of Christian worship); 
13:10; Revelation 7:15; 22:3 (heavenly worship) 



Threskeia 

• Fear of the gods, religious worship, especially 
external, worship of God especially in 
worship service 

• Acts 26:5; Colossians 2:18; James 1:26 



The 5 Acts of Assembly Worship 

• Acts 2:41-45 

• The apostle's teaching 

• Fellowship (Singing, included) 

• To the Breaking of Bread 

• Prayer 

• Sharing with all, as anyone had need 



The Apostles teaching 

• Christians opened the scripture to find out 
God’s revealed truth and to receive 
encouragement 

• Acts 13:15 

• Acts 20:7 

• Hebrews 10:24-25 



Fellowship (Singing) 

• One of the number one ways for Christians to have fellowship is to 
be united in mind but second to that, possibly, is our Singing… 

• Ephesians 5:19, 20; Col 3:16; James 5:13 

• We have been given the rules on our singing 
– Speaking to one another 

– Teaching admonishing 

– Cheerfully 

– Spiritual songs, hymns 

– Thankfulness in our hearts 

– Making Melody in our hearts (there is our instrument, not mechanical) 

• When we have fellowship with each other we have fellowship with 
God and Christ (1 John 1:7; John 14:23; John 17:20, 21; 1 John 4:11, 
12) 



To The Breaking of Bread 

• This is a synecdoche (see next slide for further) for 
representing the entire Lord’s Supper 

• When we partake of the Lord’s Supper we are having 
fellowship with Jesus our Lord (1 Cor. 10:16) 

• We are to partake of the Lord’s supper when we come 
together (1 Cor. 11:17) 

• When did they come together? (1 Cor. 16:1-2; Acts 
20:7; Acts 2 was on the day of Pentecost (First day of 
the week)). 

• How are we to partake? (1 Cor. 11:27-29)- this makes it 
acceptable to God 



Synecdoche (Side Note) 

• A figure of speech in which a part is used to stand 
for the whole, or a whole for the part 
– In John 3:16, the “world” particularly is concerned with 

all men in the world 

– In Genesis 46:27, “soul” stands for the person 

– One condition of salvation may be mentioned in place 
of all conditions (Acts 16:31; 1 Peter 3:21) 

– A plural may be put for the singular (Genesis 19:29; 
21:7; 46:7) 

– A definite number may be put for the indefinite (Psalm 
50:10; 1 Corinthians 14:19) 



Prayer 

• When we pray we are speaking to God 
(Matthew 6:6) 

• How are we to pray? (Matthew 6:7, 8) 

• How is public prayer to be done? 

– Same principle can be used from Matthew 6:7 

– By men- 1 Timothy 2:9 

– What for?- 1 Timothy 2:1-2; Ephesians 6:18, 19; 
James 5:14-18 



Sharing with all 

• We are commanded to give (1 Cor. 16:1-2) and it 
is just what Christians did (Acts 2:45) 

• Our Giving matters to God (Mal 3:10ff) 
– We should give humbly (Matt. 6:1-4) 
– We are to give willingly (2 Cor. 9:1-5, 7). 
– We are to give cheerfully (2 Cor. 9:7). 
– We are to give bountifully (2 Cor. 9:6). 
–  We are to give purposefully (1 Cor. 16:1-3; 2 Cor. 8:12) 
– We are to give lovingly (1 Cor. 13:3). 
– We are to give completely and totally (Mark 12:41-

44).  

 



Conclusion 

• God has always wanted acceptable worship  

• Worship can be individual (Service) or it needs to be 
done collectively 

• Worship is not all of life, because people went to 
worship God. why? Because it is paying homage or 
bowing to God. The Ethiopian Eunuch went to 
Jerusalem to worship 

• Worship is Spirit and Truth, they cannot be separated. 
One can worship in truth and be wrong without Spirit, 
and one can worship in spirit and be wrong without 
Truth (John 4:24; Col 3:17) 


