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Introduction 

• The firs thing in identifying the Lord’s church is 
to ask, in a day where there are many 
churches, “Which church did the Lord build?” 

• Not many people ask this question, they tend 
to say things well my church or my “pastors, 
or reverends” church, we believe this. 

• It is not theit church, it is not their pastors 
church, if we looked at the Bible we would see 
that it is Jesus’ church and He only built one 



Introduction 

• In New Testament times, if you asked a 
Christian what church they went to, they 
would not even know what that meant. 

• There was only one church, and they were 
only Christians 

• Isaiah 2:2, about 700 years before the birth of 
Christ, the prophet Isaiah issued a detailed 
prophecy about the church 



Introduction 

• The verse provides a reference to the time of 
the church’s establishment– “In the latter 
days” (cf. Daniel 2:44; Hebrews 1:1-2; 12:25-
26) 

• “All nations shall flow into it” This talks about 
the scope of the new kingdom, every nation 
now has an opportunity to be a part of this 
kingdom and this kingdom will never be 
destroyed 

 



Introduction 

• In Acts 2, when 3,000 were saved they were not 
asked which denomination they wanted to join 
but the Lord added them to the church, or the 
body of the saved 

• Those who were saved needed to take no 
additional step to become part of the church. For 
the first disciples, the oneness of the church was 
as axiomatic as the oneness of God (Ephesians 
4:4-6; 1 Corinthians 1:11-13) 

• In being a part of the church that Jesus built, a 
church must meet the identifying features of it 



Its Builder 

• In the Gospel accounts Jesus only uses the 
word church three times, Matthew 16:18, 
18:17 

• After Peter confessed, that Jesus was Lord and 
Son of God, Jesus says, upon this rock (Peter’s 
statement) I will build my church” (16:18) 

• No other foundation can be laid than Jesus 
Christ, or the one that Jesus Christ laid (1 Cor. 
3:11) 



Its Builder 

• Many denominations have not been built by 
Christ but my men, Martin Luther, John Calvin, 
John Knox, Joseph Smith, and some say I am 
following the ministry of “so and so”, well the 
church is only suppose to be set up by Christ and 
the only ministry the church is to follow is Christ’s 

• For the sake of unity, Christians ought to be 
satisfied with the church that Jesus built 

• He is our cornerstone (1 Peter 2:5-6) 



Its Builder 

• Having different denominations who all confess 
Christ but believe and do different things, would 
be going against Jesus’ prayer for unity in John 
17:20ff 

• Some main points of the prayer 
– All who believe, be one as Jesus and God are one 

– This unity is so that the world will believe 

– We are all to be in the same glory 

– Perfected in Unity 

– This is how the Love of Jesus will be in us (26) 

 

 



Its Name 

• Peter says that there is no other name under 
heaven by which we must be saved (Acts 4:12) 

• Names are important, the church is the English 
word for the Greek word, “ekklesia” the 
assembly. I would have rather the translators 
stuck with the original meaning, the assembly 

• People take the idea of church and then apply it 
to their building or their “movement”, it is the 
assembly of God and if people used that wording 
in the first place, the church would not be looked 
at the same 



Its Name 

• The early disciples referred to themselves as 
Christians (Acts 11:26) even Agrippa recognized 
that Paul was not trying to persuade him to wear 
a name of some man or practice but rather the 
name of Christ (Acts 26:28) 

• The name is a description, when we call our 
selves the “church of Christ” we are not naming 
who we are but describing who we belong too 



The Church Has No Proper Name 

• The church cannot rightly be called a 
denomination (denominate--to name) since it has 
no proper name, only descriptions. 
– Romans 16:16  “churches of Christ” 

– 1 Corinthians 1:2  “church of God” 

– Galatians 6:10  "household of faith“ 

– Ephesians 1:22-23  the "body" of Christ 

– Ephesians 3:15  the "family" of God 

– Ephesians 5:22-33  the bride of Christ 

– Colossians 1:13  "kingdom of the Son" 

– Hebrews 12:23 “church of the firstborn [ones]” 



Its Head 

• To acknowledge Christ as head of His church is to claim 
that its teachings, practices and promises come form 
Him. 

• Truth is not determined by popular vote, the decree of 
a denominational council, or a from the Pope 

• We only know the truth that Jesus has given us through 
the word of God, for those who claim further 
revelation, why not write it down and add it to the 
Canon? Jude 3, lets us know the Faith has been once 
delivered, there is nothing more we can receive than 
what we have. 



Its Head 

• This has to be the most important of the 
identifying marks of the church, Christ has the 
head, this cannot be a mere claim but it has to 
look like Jesus is the head. The only way we can 
have Jesus as head is to worship in Spirit and 
Truth (Ephesians 1:22-23; John 4:24) 

• Elders may have leadership in the church on 
expedient matters (time/place of worship, 
benevolent needs, support a preacher), but 
elders do not stand in place of Jesus (1 Timothy 
3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-4) 



Its Head 

• All we are to do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through Him (Colossians 3:17) 

• This does not mean that anything we do in the 
“name of the Lord” is deemed okay (Matthew 
7:21-23) 

• This does mean, that we are to follow the implicit 
and explicit commands of the Lord. We are not to 
follow any man made creeds or additions to the 
word 

 



Its Unity 
• Ephesians 4:4-6   

• One thing we can be clear on, the New Testament 
assets unity among believers as one of the most 
essential characteristics or identifying traits of the 
church 

• Jesus prayed that we have the same unity as Him 
and the Father had (John 17:22) 

• I do not think any would disagree that Jesus and 
the Father were of the same mind and had no 
disagreements 



Its Unity 

• Why do some believe then, if Jesus wanting the 
church to be unified, would think it okay that we 
all believe something different and still get to the 
same place? 

• Thins unity can only come when we are of the 
same mind (1 Corinthians 1:10; Acts 2:44; Rom. 
12:16; Phil 1:27) 

• Jesus will not accept anything less than one-
minded Christians, we are on body (Eph 4:4). 
What happens when a body starts disagreeing 
with itself? It does not work peoperly  



Its Purity 

• Ephesians 5:25-27 

• The church of the New Testament is a 
sanctified people 

• God does the sanctifying and it is an act of His 
grace that we can be sanctified. Nobody 
sanctifies themselves (Romans 7:24-25) 

• Jesus being our head, we as His people must 
conduct ourselves appropriately (1 Timothy 
3:15) 



Its Purity 

• Ephesians 5:26-27 (This is why Jesus died for 
the church) 

• Holy and Blameless is what we are called to be 

• Revelations 19, describes the judgment of God 
and the Vindication of the saints. Those who 
are wrapped in the brought linen are 
vindicated or purified because of their 
righteous acts (vs. 8). Those are the ones who 
are invited into the marriage supper (Vs. 9) 



Its Purity 

• The only reason a Christian is purified is because 
of the blood of Christ (1 Corinthians 6:11; 
Ephesians 1:7) We cannot reach this purification 
by ourselves (Romans 7:19-25) 

• Faith does not come by works but faith produces 
works. What does that mean? One cannot have 
faith by doing so many works and then obtaining 
faith, but Faith comes by hearing the word of God 
and the works come as a result of the faith 

• The result is the freedom to serve...not to serve 
to find freedom! (Brent Newton) 



Conclusion 

• The church read about in the New Testament 
has certain characteristics and identifying 
marks. If a “church” exists that does not have 
these characteristics or identifying marks, 
then it is not the church that Jesus established 

• Restoration is such an important task because 
it is the willingness to get back to the Bible 
and to restore the church Jesus instituted 

 



Conclusion 

• His church 

– Belongs to Christ Jesus 

– It wears a scriptural name (description) 

– It is led by Jesus 

– It is united based upon scripture 

– It is pure 

• Scripture clearly presents the New Testament 
church, the only way a church knows how to 
conduct itself, should be through the Bible alone 


