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Introduction 

• The first thing we need to ask ourselves about 
obedience, is why? Why does one have to be 
obedient. We as we talked about in our class on 
Grace, it is received by faith. 

• Having faith in something goes further than just 
mere belief, if I told you that a car was about to 
hit you, and you believed me, it would do no 
good if you did nothing about it. 

• Just merely believing that Jesus is Lord and Savior 
is not enough when He tells us how we are to live 
our lives and likewise we do nothing about it. 



Introduction 

• Christianity requires action, mere belief in God is 
not enough as James says, “…even the demons 
believe and tremble! But do you not know that 
faith without works is dead” 

• The New Testament writers seem to place more 
emphasis on things such as grace, faith, and love 
but we cannot have those without obedience. 
Ask any mother, when do they feel love from 
their children? When the obey, love and have 
faith in their parents. Same with our relationship 
with God. 



Introduction 

• Reasons for obeying 

– We obey because we understand the person who 
issues commands knows things that we do not 

– We obey when we are confident that another person 
cares for us and has our best interest at heart 

– We obey because we know the person who 
commands has the power to enforce what he says. 

• Obedience to God is wise and something 
commanded by God 



Introduction 

• Jesus is the author of salvation to all who 
believe Him (Hebrews 5:9) 

• Since God, “desires all men to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 
Timothy 2:4) and that God has extended His 
grace to all men (Titus 2:11), clearly God is not 
at fault if man is eternally lost. 

• Blame is then laid upon those who are 
unwilling to obey, obedience is necessary!! 



Building a House 

• Matthew 7:21-27; Luke 6:46-49 

• The sermon on the Mount is the “monalisa” of 
Jesus’s sayings and is very important in 
application and principle 

• Jesus ended the Sermon on the Mount making 
sure people understood that He would not accept 
any other lifestyle in substitution for an obedient 
lifestyle. One cannot just believe, on cannot just 
call on the name of the Lord but there is more… 

 

 



Building a House 

• Jesus cannot just be savior but He has to be both 
Lord and Savior, implying that some just want a 
savior but do not want somebody telling them 
what to do and not to do. 

• Some may even accomplish things that in the 
“world-religious” view may seem great and 
noteworthy but unless one’s actions are in 
response to God’s direction, they are in vain 
(James 1:21-26) 

• Some religious people will hear on that day, 
depart from me… 
 



Building a House 

• Jesus then compares those who have lived and obedient 
life to those who just claim to live a life of Christ (Matthew 
7:24-27) 

• Those who do live an obedient life are compared to a wise 
master builder, because the obedient man had built his 
house on a firm foundation, it was able to withstand. (1 
Corinthians 3:10-11) 

• Those who claim to live a life of Christ but do not obey 
God’s law, obey only what they want to obey, are compared 
to a man who built their house upon sand. 

• The said thing is; most people will not know which one they 
have built on until the end, thus why they make the 
statement…(verse 22) 



Building a House 

• The simple truth of knowing God’s word is not 
enough, but the follow through with a good heart 
is what Christ is looking for. 

• We will know people by their fruits, by the testing 
of one’s faith (vs.16-20) 

• When we build, the only blueprint we need is the 
word of God. 

• When I was younger and learning to skate my dad 
made sure I knew the proper way to stride and 
shoot the puck, because if I only knew one way, 
the right way, then it would be much easier. 



Keeping and Loving 

• John 14:21-24 

• Keeping the commands of God is more than just 
mere obligation but it is out of love as well. 

• Obligation cannot drive us by itself or we might 
as well be following a vicious dictator or king. 

• We come to know Jesus,  once we come to know 
Jesus, we love Jesus, and finally, once we grow a 
love for Jesus we obey Jesus. Thus the cycle 
continues with God loving us 



Keeping and Loving 

• If words without deeds were inadequate (Matthew 
7:21-23), then professed love for God accompanied by 
lackadaisical and halfhearted obedience was 
delusional. There can be no love for Christ without 
keeping His commands 

• Verse 23, “IF anyone loves Me, he will keep my word..” 
– Not sincerely consider it 
– Not pick and choose what to believe 

• New age movement has become the “best of both 
worlds” or in this case all worlds, they have chosen 
only the positive things of different religions and mixed 
them into their own unique religion.  



Keeping and Loving 

• Love for God will not allow for swearing, love for 
God will not allow, moving in with a girlfriend, 
love for God will not allow inappropriate 
Facebook posts, love for God will not allow doing 
harm to a brother in Christ, love for God will not 
allow anger to fill our hearts for a fellow brother, 
love for God will not allow__________ (Fill in the 
blank) 

• Love for God will allow for obedience for God and 
His word 



Keeping and Loving 

• Jesus is going to disclose himself to us or 
reveal himself to those who hear and do. (21) 

• This knowledge that God will disclose Himself 
to us if we listen and obey is a great motivator 
in our daily lives. 

• This being difficult to grasp by Judas, he asks 
how, Jesus responds, He and the Father will 
love and abide with those who hear and obey. 



Keeping and Loving 

• Verse 24: 

• Loving Jesus is synonymous with keeping His 
word. One cannot do one without out the other 
or they lie. 

• One who claims love for Jesus and does not keep 
His word, does not love or know the true Jesus, 
just a make belief Jesus they want to follow. 

• This also means they do not love God because it 
is actually God’s word (24b) 



Taking Vengeance  

• 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 

• Read context 1-6 

• If we needed any more motivation to obey 
God, Paul provides it for us in these verses 

• Fear is a good motivator, it should not be the 
only but it is a motivator. Who wants to go to 
Hell and suffer when one has a way out? 

 



Taking Vengeance 

• When do we receive our relief? Christians are called to 
suffer for the gospel sakes. This health and wealth 
preaching is ant-biblical, it takes verse out of context 
such as, any thing we ask and it will be given…” to 
mean if we name it we can claim it. False, we receive 
our relief from our afflictions hear on this earth when 
the Lord returns 

• In our afflictions we can still have peace, joy, 
happiness, and everything else we are promised by 
God, but this does not mean we won’t have 
persecutions but that we gladly expect them knowing 
that Jesus was persecuted and so will we. 



Taking Vengeance 

• At the same time we are being relieved from our 
afflictions, those who seem to have had it well 
here on earth will receive their punishment. 

• Not only are those who have afflicted us going to 
receive the flaming fire but also those who do not 
know God or obey God 

• Not knowing and not obeying are equivocated 
here in by Paul in this verse 

• Retribution here in verse 8 carries with it the idea 
of vindication, rightly taking back what is His, life 
freely given 



Taking Vengeance 

• One day all will see the outcome fo their life here 
on earth. Either have releif or punishment.  

• Those who do not obey God will pay the penalty 
of eternal destruction. 
– I do not believe that this means eternal punishment 

but will be destroyed eternally to never come back. 
(cf. Revelation 20:14, they will receive the second 
death, eternal nothingness) 

– Those who have died before Christ’s return will live in 
Hell or Gehenna until Christ returns and destroys even 
Hell and Hades 



Taking Vengeance 

• What is the eternal destruction or punishment, 
well one thing we know as Paul points out is 
being away from God and from the glory of His 
power. 

• Here on earth we at least have the glory of His 
power. He has shown us His glory through His 
creation, His law, His Son, and finally we are to be 
His glory through our lives living like Christ (1 
Corinthians 10:31; 2 Cor. 3:18; Ephesians 1:22-23) 



Conclusion 

• Jesus said He was coming like a thief in the night and 
nobody, not even Himself knew when He was coming 
but God, so we are to be prepared by living a life 
obedient to Him 

• We cannot have the Father and Jesus in us unless we 
hear and obey, and if we do not have Jesus living in and 
for us then we no longer have an advocate to the 
Father (1 John 2:1-ff). 

• Those who the Father does not know, He destroys. 

• Fear is a good motivator for those who are on the 
fence 



Conclusion 

• Without proper obedience to God we cannot 
please God. 

• There can be no love, no hope, and no faith 
without obedience 

• Romans 2:13 

• Let us not be hearers only but also doers!!! 

• James 1:22- those who hear only delude 
themselves and will suffer for it on the day of 
judgment 


