
The Christian Graces 

2 Peter 1:1-12 



Introduction 

• The “Christian Graces” or the “Christian 
Virtues” or the “Qualities of a Christian” are 
summed up and profoundly found here in 1 
Peter 1:1-12 

• Christianity is not a once and done religion 

• This is not a group joined and therefore since 
you have been a member, always a member 

• Let’s ask ourselves, is it easier to remain 
faithful or to fall away? 



Introduction 

• Peter is showing us a good way to remain faithful, 
it may be easy to say but it is not an easy life to 
live 

• Christians are to walk a new life and change. 
• This is a process, it is not something we are 

zapped with or automatically receive once we 
accept the gospel 

• If this were so, Peter would not be admonishing 
people to add to their faith and to overcome 
persecution, if when we are saved, we are perfect 
and will not fall short 



Partaker of the Divine Nature 

• 2 Peter 1:1-4 

• “A like and precious faith” or “a faith of the same 
kind” 

• Peter is telling us that the faith being received is 
the same and it is not different from person to 
person. 

• This faith is not personal conviction but it is the 
faith worthy of being contended for in Jude 3. 
The Gospel, is “the faith” and then we have our 
faith or personal conviction.  



Partaker of the Divine Nature 

• This faith being spoken of is, given by the 
righteousness of God 

• There is nothing we did for God to send His 
Son or His word, that is solely by God. “The 
Faith” is from God and our “faith” comes from 
“the Faith.” 

• Grace and Peace Peter says is and must be 
multiplied by the knowledge or the word of 
God. How do we know God? (John 17:17) 



Partaking of the Divine Nature 

• God in His divine power has granted us everything 
pertaining to life and godliness…Peter is speaking of 
the Faith still and in the Faith (word) we receive 
everything according to life and godliness 

• He gives further explanation in 3b, …through true 
knowledge of Him which called us, by His own glory 
and excellence. Peter is saying the same thing Paul said 
in 2 Thessalonians 2:14 

• We are called by the gospel, which is also the Faith, 
which is also everything according to life and godliness 
which is also everything we need to be equipped for 
every good work (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 



Partaking of the Divine Nature 
• So how do we partake in the divine nature of God? 
• Well if we have not understood it yet, Peter just comes 

out and tell us (Verse 4) 
• For by these(The Faith, everything pertaining to Life 

and godliness) He has granted to us His precious and 
magnificent promises, so that by them (see 
parenthesis above) you may become partakers of the 
divine nature of God 

• By hearing Gods word (the Faith) we receive faith 
(Romans 10:17) and in our faith in God’s word by doing 
the works God has prepare for us to do (Ephesians 
2:10), we partake in the Divine Nature of God and 
escape the corruption in the world (4) 



Additions to the Faith 

• 2 Peter 1:5-7 
• Now because of what God has done for us (verse 

1-4) we are to add to our faith 
• Peter says for this very reason…there is no other 

reason needed, besides that we need to be 
complicit with God’s will because of the love He 
has shown for us in His word. 

• NASB says “applying all diligence” add to your 
faith- See 2 Timothy 2:15. 

• This is not something done casually or without 
thought. 



Additions to the Faith 

• The word “add” carries along the term “supply 
abundantly” 

• “literally, to supply the cost of leading the chorus 
or of theatrical entertainments; hence, to furnish 
or supply besides or abundantly.” 

• Supply is a term used to see how much of 
something we have either in quantity or quality.  

• Both here can be used, but quality would be a 
better understanding. 

 



Additions to Faith 

• These “graces” found in verses 5-7 are in 
sequential order. 

• It is a building block verse. Hence the point 
add to or to supply to… 

• One cannot have any of the last few graces if 
we do not have the first few…faith, virtue, 
knowledge, self-control. 

• Love is the corner stone grace and is the proof 
or evidence of a mature Christian 



Additions to Faith 

• Virtue or Moral excellence 
– “superiority in every respect; thus, spoken of God 

then, in a moral sense, that which gives man his 
worth, his efficiency, his moral excellence; hence, 
good quality, excellence of any kind” 

– Phil 4:8 

• Knowledge 
– knowing, or recognition, the knowledge or 

understanding of a thing, the insight which manifests 
itself in the thorough understanding of the subjects 
with which it meets and in the conduct determined 
thereby 



Additions to Faith 

• Temperance or self-Control 

– mastery or dominion over; self-command, self-
control (opposite to self-indulgence) the grace by 
which the flesh is controlled. 

– Galatians 5:23 (a Fruit of the Spirit) 

• Perseverance or patience 

– a remaining under, a bearing-up under; hence, 
patient endurance, holding out, enduring. 

– James 1:1-4 

 



Additions to Faith 

• Godliness 
– [The opposite of θρησκεία (thrēskeia 2356) religion. 

Eusebeia relates to real, true, vital, and spiritual 
relation with God: while threskeia relates to the 
outward acts of religious observances or ceremonies, 
which can be performed by the flesh. Our English 
word "religion" was never used in the sense of true 
godliness. It always meant the outward forms of 
worship. In 1Ti 3:16, the Mystery, or secret connected 
with true Christianity as distinct from religion. It is the 
Genitive of relation. (This specific meaning occurs only 
in Act 3:12.)] 



Additions to Faith 

• Brotherly kindness 
–  1. brotherly kindness, brotherly love, love of the 

brethren.  
– John 13:35 

• Love or charity 
– denotes the love which springs from admiration and 

veneration, and which chooses its object with decision 
of will, and devotes a self-denying and compassionate 
devotion to it. Love in its fullest conceivable form. 

– This is not worldly love of gifts and being nice and 
tolerant to one another (Matthew 5:43-48) 
 



Possessing and Lacking 

• 2 Peter 1:8-9 

• “For if”, if is a word that can truly turn the tides in 
any situation. “If” is a conditional clause that is 
contingent on a promise. 

• The conditional promise does not come if “x” is 
not completed 

• So only if we have the qualities in verses 5-7 and 
are in the addition process, only then are we 
neither barren nor unfruitful in knowledge of 
Jesus Christ (8) 



Possessing and Lacking 

• If these are lacking, then the one who lacks 
them is shortsighted, even to blindness, and 
has forgotten that he was cleansed from his 
old sins (9) 

• “Even to Blindness” 
– to shut the eyes, that is to contract the eyelids, 

like one who cannot see clearly, hence, to be 
nearsighted. 

– blind, naturally or spiritually (strictly smoky, misty, 
darkened) 



The Conclusion of the Matter 

• 2 Peter 1:10-12 
• We need to be diligent to make certain about His 

calling and choosing us 
– This is not taken lightly 
– We need to make sure we are right in God’s eyes, not 

just in our worship but in our daily lives 

• If we practice these things we will never stumble 
• We will be abundantly supplied a way into 

heaven 
• There is not one person who is just barely going 

to make it into heaven 


