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Introduction 

• What is man, that God is mindful of us? (Psalms 
8:4) 

• God is of purer eyes than to behold evil (Hab. 1:3) 

• We are like filthy rags and an unclean thing in all 
of our righteousness before God (Isa. 64:6) 

• The topic of Grace is one of love, hope, 
fulfillment, joy, and peace 

• God visits us in our sin so that we can become 
holy like He is holy 



Introduction 

• The bible story is a story of God’s grace and this 
theme in the bible is just a present as the topic of 
sin. 

• Where there is sin, there is grace to cover it up 

• This grace finds its ultimate fulfillment in Jesus 
the Christ (John 1:14; Rom. 5:1-2; 2 Timothy 2:1; 
1 Timothy 2:3-6) 

• What is the definition of God’s Grace? Is it 
unmerited favor? Well what all does that entail? 



Introduction 

• God did not show grace because we deserve it but 
because God is gracious, He has chosen a people to 
wear His name; he has given them law for guidance; 
and He has listened to their pleas and shown them the 
path to life. 

• God is just as gracious as He is loving or any of His 
other characteristics. God is grace. 

• This does not make God obligated to forgive sins but he 
acts out of choice; He saves when he could justly 
condemn 

• God’s grace lies near to the heart of Christian doctrine 
(Rom 3:24) 



Introduction 

• Some abuses of Grace 
– Cheap Grace by insinuating that man’s salvation is 

solely in his own hands 

– Implying that it covers sins that man is unwilling to 
repent from 

– Implying that a person does not have to be added 
to the kingdom to receive saving grace 

– Different roads to the same place, no matter 
which road you take they all lead to the same 
place 



Introduction 

• Balanced view of Grace 

– It is capable of sustaining  us (2 Corinthians 12:9) 

– It is capable of saving us (Ephesians 2:1-9) 

– It has much to teach us (Titus 2:11-14) 



Grace sustains  
• 2 Corinthians 12:9 
• Some Background: From the beginning of the 

Corinthian Letter Paul talked about being in despair 
(1:8) but he never lost focus of the Cross (13:4)Paul in 
Chapter 11 did a tremendous job of showing his 
sufferings compared to the “so-called” sufferings of the 
false apostles. He also let none of the afflictions bother 
him but he had more concern for the church (11:28) 

• He wants to show the Corinthian brethren that the 
false apostles are just that, false and they were not 
listen to them. 

• In the start of Ch. 12, Paul says that boasting is 
necessary but not profitable: the boasting he just 
finished in chapter 11 , was to only prove a point but 
he did not have to do it 



Grace Sustains 

• Verse 6, he explains himself. He does not want to 
have to boast because he does not want people 
to see more of Paul than what they should see 

• The Lord helped Paul out a little bit, with a thorn 
in the flesh. No we do not know exactly what that 
was but it was enough to keep Paul from boasting 
in himself. (vs.7) 

• Paul prayed 3 times for it to be removed, and it 
was not. *Interesting point of comparison in 
Matthew 26:39-44 (Psalms 55:17) Jesus prayed 3 
times to let the cup pass from Him. 
 



Grace Sustains 

• The more we acknowledge our weakness in flesh 
the more we can rely on the Grace of God 

• Whether our weakness be physical, age, mental, 
or social; Once we become a Christian we now 
have a spirit of power, love and discipline (2 
Timothy 1:7) 

• This will keep us humble and more reliant upon 
God’s grace and allow God’s grace to sustain us 
over our own power (2 Corinthians 12:9-10; 
Ephesians 3:16; Philippians 4:10-13) 



Grace Saves 

• Ephesians 2:1-9, 19-22- we have to keep in mind the 
pronouns in this chapter. “You 
 speaking to gentiles and “us, we” speaking about Jews 
and “our” speaking of them both. This chapter mainly 
deals with the brining in of the gentiles but also lays 
out the plan for every lost person to be saved 

• God’s grace is undeniably linked to salvation and 
salvation is necessary because of our sins (vs.1)- 
Combine this with Romans 3:23; Romans 6:23 

• Our sins are our own, not from our ancestors (Ezk. 
18:20) 



Grace Saves 

• Without God, the common way people walk is 
according to the course of the world (vs 2) 

• By nature children of wrath, without God we 
would not know righteous living (3) 

• God is rich or overflowing with grace and love 
and therefore He wanted to give us a way of 
escape (4-5a) 

• While we were, sinners, no hope for salvation, 
and dead; we are all made “alive” in Christ. 

• God’s grace saves us by giving us opportunity to 
be in Christ 

 
 



Grace Saves 

• Those who are in Christ (though were not always 
in Christ) are now saved from the wrath of God 
through Christ (Romans 5:9) 

• To appreciate the wonders of grace, we must see 
it against the backdrop of hopelessness and 
death that accompany sin. The whole of human 
race had fallen under the just sentence of death. 
The story should have ended there had it not 
been for God’s grace. By an act of His will, God 
acted to save by sending His son to die in our 
place (Ephesians 2:7; 2 Corinthians 5:21) 



Grace Saves 

• The relationship between us and God, when it comes 
to salvation is interesting but summed up in two verses 
(8-9) 

• For by grace (God’s part) through faith (our part) we 
have been saved (just like 1+1=2 grace+faith=salvation, 
we cannot reach two without both 1s and we cannot 
reach salvation without grace and faith) 

• But still salvation is not of ourselves it is a gift from 
God. We could be faithful to God but without His grace 
it would do nothing for us, we rely upon his Grace 



Grace Saves 

• Only through faithful obedience and obeying 
the works that God has given us to do 
(obeying his instruction) can we receive 
salvation. (Ephesians 2:10; Hebrews 5:9) 

• Sadly, many will not take advantage of the 
grace/faith relationship and will be lost 
(Matthew 7:13) 



Grace Teaches 

• God’s grace is not selective. Jesus did not die 
for an elite or pre-chosen group but He died 
for the whole world (John 3:16) 

• The idea of limited atonement is far from 
Biblical teaching (Revelation 22:17) 

• The grace of God, extends beyond the initial 
decision to obey but by God’s grace, He has 
left for His people an inspired Word to teach 
them 



Grace Teaches 

• Titus 2:11-14 

• First, Salvation was brought to all men, this is 
capable teaching us that, “denying 
ungodliness and worldly lust, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in the present 
age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious 
appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ” (vv.12-13) 

 

 



Grace Teaches 

• God’s grace teaches us that we should not continue in 
sin (Romans 6:1-2) 

• Being a Christian entails both a standing with God and 
a call to holy living. 

• Being in Christ is to be sanctified (1 Corinthians 6:11) 

• At the same time to be in Christ is also a call for 
sanctification (1 Peter 1:15) 

• Sin is washed away by grace, but the Christian has 
grace multiplied when he follows the teachings of the 
Spirit. (Thus grace is added to grace, John 1:16) 

 

 

 



Grace Teaches 

• God’s grace teaches us to look forward to the 
coming of our Savior, for it enables us to await 
His return in confidence, knowing that heaven 
will be our home (vs. 13 cf. 1 John 2:28) 

• When we wait patiently and according to 
God’s commands, we partake of the blessings 
of a holy life and find joy in God’s grace both 
in this world and the world to come 



Conclusion 

• God’s grace refers to God’s self-initiated act of 
generous giving expressed to a superlative (highest) 
degree in the incarnation of the Son and His 
subsequent death as the vicarious atonement for 
human sin (2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:24; 3:18). 

• This enables man to endure difficulties knowing God 
will never leave nor forsake us (Hebrews 13:5) 

• The proper appreciation for God’s grace will lead us to 
grow in our desire to avoid wicked behavior. 

• This world is not our home and God’s grace helps us to 
prepare for eternity  


