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Two ways Christians deal with the Holy 
Spirit 

• The fist is avoidance 

• The second is utter infatuation 



Avoidance 

• People avoid the Holy Spirit today because of the 
world around them has done with it. 

• People use the Holy Spirit as a emotional, 
“better-felt-than-told approach” 

• This has driven some in the Lord’s church to avoid 
the topic, or say that the Holy Spirit is only in the 
word and nowhere else 

• Since when one was baptized they felt no 
overpowering (tongues, or some weeping 
uncontrollably) of the Holy Spirit, then there is no 
Holy Spirit, working outside the word 



Utter Infatuation 

• Some Christians want to talk about nothing else 

• They are constantly wanting sermons, bible classes, 
devos, etc.. on the topic 

• Every other sentence, is Praise the Lord or don’t 
quench the spirit…(not necessarily anything wrong 
with the statements, it’s the excessiveness) 

• Whenever they laugh, clap, or lift up Holy hands it is 
the Spirit 

• They cry that without such Spirit activities, that 
worship has a dry sameness, when the church 
assembles 



What is a better approach? 

• To give “careful” thought to what the Bible 
teaches 

• -Some trust that the Spirit lives in their heart 
but rely on Biblical revelation for guidance 

• -They might be cautious about the appeal to 
an inner sense of the Spirit’s working to justify 
whatever personal feeling they have 

 



Discussions on the Holy Spirit, brings 
these questions: 

• Can Christians bring their heart, tears, and laughter to 
worship while at the same time engaging their minds? 

• Is worship to be either a dry, cerebral affair preformed 
by habit in obedience to a command or an emotionally 
engaging experience where Biblical teaching is, at best, 
an afterthought? 

• Or is there a middle ground, where believers find room 
for the Holy Spirit in Christian worship and Christian 
living while looking to God's Word for authoritative 
guidance? 

• Our understanding of the Spirit will dictate our life and 
worship of the church 



The Spirit Guides 

• The Spirit’s direct miraculous guidance was for 
the apostles not to all Christians 

• The Spirit is still relevant in the Christians life (2 
Timothy 3:16) we are still comforted by those 
words 

• When Christians read Scripture and obey its 
commands– when they pray, meditate, and 
repent- they grown in their love and reliance on 
the Lord 

• Maturing as a Christian requires guidance into 
truth given by the Spirit 



The Holy Spirit Guided as 

Another Helper 

• John 14:16 

– Another—one of the same kind, deity 

– Helper (parakletos) “‘one called to your side,’ so, in a 

forensic sense ‘one who undertakes and champions your 

cause’” (Wuest 109). 

– “He does not merely put in a good word, but brings active 

help” (Braumann 89). 

• John 14:17 (Receive—to take, seize like mob seized 

Jesus, Mt. 26:55-56. Know—yield to influence). 

• John 14:18 Rather than leave them without parental 

care, Jesus would come in His agent, the Holy Spirit.  



The Holy Spirit Guided by 

Bringing the Truth 

• John 14:26 (John 2:19-22; 12:12-16)   

• Just as Jesus had glorified the Father (John 

4:34; 6:38; 7:16-18; 8:26-29, 42-43; 9:4; 

12:44, 47-50; 14:9-10; 17:4, 8), the Spirit 

would glorify the Son. 

• He did this by inspiring the apostles. 

– Acts 2:4-21 

– Galatians 2:7-9 

– 2 Peter 3:15-16 (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:20-21)  



The Spirit Guided in the 

Conviction of the World 

• John 16:7-11   

• Convict—a continuing activity in the future which 

involves “a shaming of the world and convincing 

it of its own guilt, thus calling it to repentance” 

(Carson 537). 

• This was done by Jesus while He was on earth 

and is now accomplished through the lives and 

teaching of His followers (John 3:19-21; 1 Peter 

2:11-12; Acts 24:25; 16:14). 



The Spirit Guided Them in the 

Full Revelation of God’s Will 

• John 16:12-15  

• 1 Corinthians 2:10-13   

• Jude 3  

• 1 Peter 1:22   



The Spirit Empowers 
• The Spirit did empowered the apostles (Acts 

2:1-4) and continued to empower them in a 

miraculous way (Acts 3:6; 4:33; 5:12). 

• After Philip brought the gospel to the 

Samaritans, Peter and John (apostles) were 

called upon to give the miraculous gifts of the 

Spirit. 

• As long as the apostles were alive, the Holy 

Spirit testified to the truth of the gospel through 

signs, wonders and various miracles (Heb. 2:4) 



The Spirit Empowers 

• The Spirit does more empowering today than 

what was done by the apostles 

• Peter promised the gift of the Holy Spirit to 

those who were baptized. (Acts 2:38) 

• Paul wrote that God sent His Spirit into the 

hearts of Christians because they are sons of 

God(Galatians 4:6) 

• Romans 8:9-16, 26-27 

• The comforter continues to empower 



One Must Be Born of the Spirit 

to Enter the Kingdom 

• John 3:5  "born of water & the Spirit" 

• John 3:8  "born of the Spirit" not visible, 

like the wind 

• Romans 8:14  "For as many as are led by 

the Spirit of God, these are sons of God." 

 



The Spirit Intercedes 

• Sin is a problem when people, even 

Christians, call on God in prayer (Like a 

child in front of a parent being accused) 

• Sometimes we do not know what to say or 

how to ask, the Spirit intercedes and gives 

the sense to God (Romans 8:26-27) 

• It reveals man’s mind to God as it revealed 

the mind of God to man (1 Cor. 2:10-11) 



The Spirit intercedes 
• The Intercession of the Spirit is different from 

the intercession of the Christ. 

• The Spirit begins His work in the human heart 

• He groans with the believer as the person 

gropes for words and struggles to humble his 

heart in submission 

• The Spirit helps the individual mold or mend 

the believers mind to the will of God, that’s why 

we pray, not thy will but Your will be done 

(vs.27) 



The Spirit Bears Fruit 

• Galatians 5:22-26 

• The Bible assures us that the Spirit indwells 

and a Christian knows the Spirit is indwelling 

when he sees the fruit of the Spirit in His life 

• Here are some ways people bear fruit 

– Making holy decisions (Romans 6:16-22) 

– The Fruit of our lips (Heb. 13:15) 

– Fruit if Divine Wisdom (James 3:17) 

– Fruit of good works (Col. 1:10) 

– Fruit of sharing (Phil 4:13-17) 

 



The Spirit Bears Fruit 

• This is not some emotional upheaval that 

a person feels. 

• We truly “quench the spirit” (1 Thess. 5:19) 

when we get rid of love, joy, peace, and 

other such fruits in his/her relationships 

with God and others 

• There is no presence of the Spirit without 

the fruit of the Spirit, just as there is no 

love without deeds (1 John 3:18) or faith 

without works (James 2:26) 



The Spirit Bears Fruit 

• The Spirit bears fruit when the scriptures 

informs the believer of the ways God 

wants him to live. 

• The work of the Spirit should never be 

thought of as divorced from the Spirit-

inspired Word. 

 



Conclusion 
• The Holy Spirit inspired Scripture (2 Peter 

1:21), but Peter did not claim that Scripture 

and the Holy Spirit were precisely the 

same. 

• Galatians 4:6 

• The Spirit can give us power to overcome 

temptations, intercedes in our prayers, and 

produce fruit in our lives. 

• At the same time, the Spirit works in perfect 

harmony with the word that He inspired for 

the glory of the Father 


