
Jesse Nelsen, Sunday November 18, 2012 

God is not to Blame 

James 1:13-18 

Introduction: 

1. What do we think about what the world has given us compared to what God has given us? 

2. James speaking to Christians wants them to stop blaming God and see what He really has to offer 

3. The gifts of God outweigh what the world has to offer. The world brings forth death and God every good and 

perfect gift 

 

Discussion: 

I. What the World has to Offer (13-15) 

 

 A. Temptations (solicit to do evil) are not from God (13) 

  1. Let no one (not a single individual) say when he is tempted.. 

   a. Not one person can blame God 

   b. In our temptations it is easy to pass blame to the one person we understand the least 

  2. He may test (prove our faithfulness) but He does not tempt (solicit to do evil) 

 

 B. Temptations are from the World (14-15) 

  1. Worldliness is our desires (a lust that attaches itself to an object) 

   a. These desires come from our mind 

   b. Not everyone has the same desires 

   c. Each person is responsible for their own self-control 

  2. Worldliness draws (like a hunter) us from God and entices (as with bait for fish) us to sin 

 C. Temptations Lead to sin 

  1. Conceived (grasping together) desire it gives birth to sin (we can sin in our hearts i.e. adultery) 

  2. Full grown sin- a finished sin, a sin that is no longer in one’s mind but a completed action 

  3. Living in this sin or continually sinning willfully brings forth death (Hebrews 10:26) 

 

II. What God has to Offer 

  

A. Do not be deceived my beloved (perfect passive) brethren 

  1. Every gift, both good (worthy of admiration) and perfect (complete) is from God 

  2. Father of Lights- Opposite from Darkness (1 John; John 1:4, 5:8:12) 

  3. No variation (alteration) or shadow of turning (shifting shadow) 

  4. They only thing that can change is our faithfulness, not Gods 

 B. God does this by His own Will 

1. God’s own desire and purpose. God wants to gives us the gifts He has to offer 

  2. He brought us forth- speaking of our salvation 

  3. Word of truth (as the revealed reality lying at the basis of, formed after mature deliberation) 

  4. Kind of first fruits- a certain kind of offering from the first fruits offered to God 

  5. Creatures- transferred by divine power to a natural newness of soul, a true Christian by  

     regeneration 

Conclusion: 

1. In the world we are under the control of the devil and our own worldliness 

2. In God we are transferred from darkness into the Kingdom of His Son (who is the light of the world) 

3. In out temptations we can either blame God or we can rely on the power of God and the gifts He has given us 


