
James Introduction 
Introduction: 
1. Martin Luther calls the book of James, “a Right Strawy Epistle”, or “an epistle of straw”.  

a. He found its emphasis on good works unattractive 
b. He thought it contradicted with Paul’s teachings on faith (Romans 3:28) 

2. The works being talked about are in two different context, Paul speaking of works of the Law of 
Moses not being able to justify them to God but James is speaking of works that are brought about 
by faith and that have been predestined beforehand by God (Ephesians 2:10) 

Body: 
I. Practicality 

A. Is one of the most practical and needed letters for all generations 
1. His rebuke of worldliness and pretense in religion are urgent messages for our time 
2. His denunciation of social injustices has caused some to call James the "Amos of the New 
Testament.” 

B. The Practical wisdom of the book will impress all who study it closely (that’s our purpose) 
1. From the beginning to the end of his Letter James appeals to Christians to make their lives 
consistent with their profession of Christianity 
2. James wants people to truly live the life they professed in their baptism and being added to the 
Lord’s kingdom 

C. Focuses on their issues 
1. James is being very specific in the topics he addresses 
2. By using “First Class Condition” Greek sentence structure, we know he is speaking of an actual 
issue going on right then and there: Since you have(In the Greek this is how they should be 
structured)… not if you have…. 

II. Period 
A. By Whom 

1. There are 4 different James mentioned in the N.T. 
a. James the Son of Zebedee, brother of John, and an apostle (MT. 4:21; Mk. 1:19) 
b. James the less, Son of Alphaeus, also an Apostle (Mt. 10:3; Lk. 6:15; Acts 1:13). Possibly 

same as the son of Mary (Mt. 27:56; Mk. 15:40) 
c. James the half-brother of Jesus (Mt. 13:55; Gal 1:13, 19) 
d. The father or brother of Judas (Lk. 6:16; 1:13) 

2. James the son of Zebedee was killed soon after the church was established (Acts 12:1) 
3. James, son of Alphaeus was an apostle, but little is known of him and is most likely not the 
author 
4. James, the Lord’s half-brother seems to be the one who wrote the epistle. He was so well known 
that he “Expected to be recognized by his title.” 

a. He had an important place as leader in the church in Jerusalem (Acts 12:17; 15:13-21; Gal. 
1:19; 2:9-12) 

b. A comparison of the Speech James, the Lord’s half-brother, before the assembly in 
Jerusalem with the present epistle indicates that he wrote the epistle 

i. Acts 15:23-James 1:1 
ii. Acts 15:17- James 2:7 
iii. Acts 15:14, 26- James 2:7, 5:10, 15 

B. To Whom 
1. Jewish Christians scattered abroad (James 1:1-2; 2:1) 
2. Some were rich and some were poor (James 2:1-10) 
3. They were persecuted by most likely unbelieving Jews (2:6) 



C. When 
1. An exact date cannot be determined 
2. Some things we should consider 

a. The name Christian had already been given  (Acts 11:26) as some were blaspheming (Ja 2:7) 
b. A great wave of persecution has swept over the church, some were still being persecuted 

(Acts 8:1ff) 
c. There were fatherless children and poverty-stricken people. A great shortage swept over the 

land in A.D. 44 (Jas 1:27; 2:15-18) 
d. The book was most likely written A.D. 44-66. Most today say A.D. 44-48. 
e. Some reasons: It was after the persecution of A.D. 44 and it seems to be before the 

controversy of gentiles being brought into the church (A.D. 48) 
III. Purpose 

A. James wanted to encourage them to make it through the severe trials they were going to face 
because of their faith (James 1:2) 

B. He warned against Spiritual laxity and neglect of their duties 
C. He wishes them to become perfect men in Christ 

1. He wants a full-grown Christian 
2. He wants them to look into the word to see their imperfections and to correct them 
3. Immature Christians are always a problem in the Church 

Conclusion: 
1. James waste no words, His style of writing is down to earth, bold, stern, and abrupt. 
2. His epistle has a Jewish tone and resembles the Hebrews wisdom books, yet a wonderful order exists 
when all the lessons of James are viewed as a practical treatise on the nature of faith and works 
3. The emphasis on faith is shown in this epistle (Not the outline we will be going by) 

A. Our Faith is tested by our temptations (1:2-15) 
B. Our Faith is shown by our works (1:22-2:26) and words (1:19-21; 3:1-12) 
C. Our Faith is shown by seeking heavenly wisdom (3:13-18) 
D. Our Faith is shown by our unworldliness (4:1-17) 
E. Our Faith is shown by our patience under cruel wrong (5:1-12) 
F. Our Faith is shown by our believing and effectual prayer (5:13-20) 

 
 


