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Introduction 

• There should be no chapter division 

• These verse are directly related with the 
previous verses 

• Paul is now going to give a warning about 
what happens when one does not discipline 
their body 

• Paul does not want the Corinthians to be 
disqualified so he is giving an example of the 
Israelites disobedience 



Verse 1-5 

• The word all is used 5 times 

• What is the significance of this? 

• All of Israel was delivered from Egypt 

• All had the same opportunity to be pleasing to 
God 

• But all obviously did not discipline their body 
to be pleasing to God 

• Only two made it to the promise land 



Verses 1-5 
• Joshua and Caleb were the only two who did 

have the grasshopper complex  

• Numbers 13:30-33 

• We can see the value in 9:27 

• Double application 

– To us (6), those who have received the gospel. If 
we do not discipline our lives then we will not be 
pleasing  to God 

– It had a special influence to those judiasic 
teachers in Corinth 



Verse 1-5 

• Sometimes we think in the world we live in 
today is the worst situtation the world has 
everbeen in. Lets think about Corinth: 

– Idolatry on every corner 

– Pagan temples 

– One temple had thousands of prostitues 

• God still expected them to live right 



Verse 1-5 
• Paul did not want them to be ignorant 

(unaware) 

– It is like Paul wants them to come to a stop sign 

– Stop, look, listen, watch, and wait 

– Paul wants them to seriously think about their 
decisions 

• Paul is not appealing to their emotions but it is 
based upon facts and truth 

• I wonder if Paul had the stoning of Stephen in 
mind when he writes this part of the letter 
(Acts 7 Emphasis Acts 7:51-54) 



Verse 1-5 

• Paul says stop and think 

• 2 Corinthians 10:5 

• Proverbs 23:7 

• Isaiah 55:8-9 



Verses 1-5 
• They became separated from Egypt and united 

with Moses 

• They followed Moses as Moses followed God 

• This idea is in baptism today 

– We are baptized into Christ and are to follow Him 

• They moved with the cloud and when it stopped, 
they stopped, when it went they went. 

– Until we understand this we do not understand 
baptism 

– We go where God tell us to go and we stop where 
God tells us to stop (John 8:12; 1 John 1:7) 



Verse 1-5 

• Verse 5: 

• Report form the spies Numbers 13:27-ff 

• The way the people saw themselves is the 
same way they saw God 

• They saw themselves as grasshoppers because 
they saw God as a grasshopper 

• God promised to give them the land and yet 
they did not think that he could do it 



How did Isaiah see God 
• Isaiah 6: 

• First, Isaiah saw God for who God was. He did 
not first look at himself 

• Then after seeing God, Isaiah saw himself as 
worthless to be in God’s sight 

• When Isaiah saw God first and then himself, it 
allowed him to make the statement, here am I 
send me.  

• God even sent him on a more impossible 
mission that taking the land of Jericho. 



Application 

• When we God first and who God is then we 
can properly see ourselves in the proper light. 

• We see our own weakness and unworthiness 

• We do not live our Christian life with our own 
strength but with the provisions God has 
made for us. 



Israel’s problem 
• God gave the Israelites all the provisions they 

needed, their problem was that they disbelieved 
what God said (Numbers 14:11; Hebrews 3:12) 

• They fell because of unbelief 

• We need to make sure that when makes a 
promise we do not say but or nevertheless, lets 
never put a nevertheless on a promise from God 

• Their unbelief cause the to spend 37 years in the 
wilderness and finally die in the wilderness 

• We like, Israel do not live our lives by our won 
Christian strength but with the strength god 
supplies 



How did Israel Fail God? 

• 1. Lust of the Flesh (6) 

• 2. Idolatry (7) 

• 3. Immorality (8) 

• 4. Sin of tempting (9) 

• 5. Sin of Grumbling (10) 



Verse 6 

• These are for our example 

• Lust(crave) here means to set the heart on or 
superimpose their time on something. 

• They had their priorities mixed, we cannot let 
things that do have dominance, take priority 
in our lives 

• The word evil here does not necessarily mean 
evil but it portrays the idea of worthlessness. 
Anything that is worthless and takes priority is 
Evil  



Verse 7 

• Exodus 32:4 

• They did not intend for this to take the place 
of God but used it as a means of worshiping 
God(5) 

• What they had done was violated one of the 
Ten Commandments; they were not to use 
images to represent God. 

• They walked by Faith and not by site, 
therefore they were guilty of idolatry 



Verse 7 

• The connection to verse 7 is that Corinth was 
still trying to worship god but in improper 
ways 

• They were combining things with the worship 
of God and no longer worshiping God 

• Later we find they were sitting at Christ table 
and the table idols 



Verse 8 

• Numbers 25:1-9 

• Some discrepancies, Paul mentions 23,000 in 
the book of numbers it mentions 24,000. Paul 
mentions one day, in Numbers it was at 
different periods were people died and 
obviously on a different day than what Paul 
mentions 



Verse 9 

• Numbers 21:1-10 

• They were just delivered by God and then 
already came impatient, it seems by  their 
question, that they wanted God to do 
something else for them as well 

• Sometimes we try to see how far the lord will 
let us go, that is what Israel did and what they 
were doing in Corinth. God is not to be tested 
in that way. 



Verse 10 

• Numbers 16:41- the earth had swallowed up 
Korah and His companions, the people 
grumbled with Moses and Aaron 

• We need to be careful and think about the 
matter of grumbling with things God has given 
us or things God has done for us 

• They received consequences for their 
grumbling (Numbers 16:49) 



Verse 11 
• For our example or model 

• Instruction- sometimes instruction comes by 
saying what not to do 

• Ends of the world to come, the world here 
means ages(NASB).  Reference to the fact to 
the consummation of the Jewish age but there 
is particular reference to the end of the Jewish 
age. The Judiasic teachers were trying to hold 
on to the old law and getting the church to 
hold on to things about the law. 



Verse 12 

• Therefore, when we see the word therefore 
we ask what is it therefore. 

• because of what happened to Israel, we need 
to be careful and watch out for the danger of 
falling.  

• Sometimes the greatest time to fall or slip is 
when we think we have no area to fall or slip. 

• We rely on our own strength and no longer on 
God. We need to take heed lest we fall. 



Verse 13 
• Context determines meaning!!! 

• . Paul has been talking about Israel and the Old 
Testament and them worshiping idols and pagan 
worship. He has been telling us that they were 
delivered form Egypt and God had provided for 
them and their needs.  

• this is an example of what happens when people 
do not recognize or appreciate the provisions of 
God. They need to think about their lives and 
what God had directed and what God taught. 



Verse 13 

• Look at verse 14 in accordance with it 

• The context is, here is the idolatry in the Old 
Testament and here is the idolatry they were 
committing, God gave them, ample provisions 
and opportunity to avoid idolatry 

• They deliberately ignored God and therefore 
had fallen 

 



Verse 13 

• Temptation has two meanings: 

– To test 

– Tempt 

• God may use something to test us but Satan 
may use that same event to tempt us. (ex. Job) 

•  There is no temptation where we are solicited 
to do evil that we cannot overcome.  

• This is true in our world as it was in Corinth. 



Verse 13 

• Satan was using theses idols and pagan 
temples to solicite Gods people to be involved 
with it. 

• He used that in Israel, Satan used Balaam in 
the means of enticing Israel to commit 
idolatry with the Midianite women.  

• Lust is one of Satan’s greatest tools to solicit 
us to do wrong. Look at TV and all the ads that 
are trying to get us to drink, gamble, and do 
things we should not be doing.  



Verse 13 

• All these things Satan uses, is common to man 
but still this is something people can resist.  

• Israel did not have to become idolaters, they 
did not have to do what Balaam said but they 
could have run from it. 

• Paul would not have preached this to them, if 
there was no way escape from the idolatry 
and pagan worship in Corinth. 



Verse 14 
• In connection with verse 13, they had a way of 

escape with idolatry- Verse 7 

• God makes us provision to flee sin and idolatry. 
Don’t place yourself in a situation where you can 
become involved with it 

• Genesis 19:15-22- God had given instruction to 
flee Sodom, then when we read down what 
happened to Lot’s wife, why did she not escape? 
God gave them a way of escape and Lot’s wife 
did not take that way of escape. 



Verse 15 

• Paul is about to make the application of what 
he has been saying 

• He wants them to wise and judge what he is 
about to say because it is important for their 
spiritual well-being 



Verse 16 
• When we drink of the cup and eat of the bread, it 

is no longer just the act of drinking the grape 
juice but we are having fellowship with Christ 

• This application in context, Paul is giving a 
principle, that they cannot drink and have 
fellowship with Christ and with these pagan gods 

• We need to understand this verse and its 
principle to show how Paul can make the 
argument in the rest of the chapter 



Verse 16 

• Paul uses this to illustrate the situation in 
Corinth. Paul uses this to show the problem of 
going to the temple and how it would be 
wrong to go to the temple and partake of 
sacrifices made to idols. 

•  The word blessing means to give thanks. This 
was not special blessing, it is to give thanks. 

• The word communion means fellowship, 
sharing or partaking.(NASB has the word 
sharing) 



Verse 17 

• Unity Principle 

• What the bread symbolizes is the unifying 
thing that unites Christians together. The 
bread represents Christ body and we are His 
body, without Christ we could not unified 

• Unity is key to the worship of God, Christianity 
is not a selfish, “me” centered worship but a 
collective worship to the Almighty God 

 



Verse 18 

• Leviticus 7:6, 14ff 

• Deuteronomy 12:17ff 

• Those who were to eat of the sacrificed meat 
were partaking of the worship 

• When Israel sacrificed animals on the altar 
and ate they partook together in worship to 
God 



Verse 19-22 

• Once again, an idol is nothing but he is going 
to get to the point where it can become 
something in somebody's mind 

• We cannot worship God and foreign gods, we 
cannot worship God and partake in idol 
practices, and as the children of God we need 
to represent God in our eating and drinking 

• Provoking the Lord to wrath by fellowshiping 
with demons is put ourselves at odds with 
God 



Verses 23-30 

• Paul is about to describe the difference between 
eating meat sacrificed in an temple between 
eating meat bought from the market place, even 
if it was sacrificed to an idol 

• One is breaking the bond of fellowship and the 
other may or may not… 

• Paul gives a command that in matters of liberty 
that there are certain things we must keep in 
mind (Vs. 24) verse 33 gives us some context 
(profit same word as profit) 

 



Verse 23-30 

• There are limitations to our liberty 

• We are not seek our own but the profit of 
others, so what situation is Paul talking about? 
(vs. 25) 

• This is the principle, there is a difference 
between meat at the temple and meat at the 
market place or in the home 

• When it the meat is away from the temple it 
separated form the idol worship 



Verse 23-30 

• Vs. 26- gives us the reason, the meat is pure and 
it is from the Lord. The meat by itself is pure but 
it is where the meat is and the context of meat 
which made it evil and from Satan. 

• That same meat taken from the temple and 
bought at the market place, then brought home is 
a different situation 

• A pagan in Corinth, Paul did not tell them not to 
eat with them (interesting note) 

 



Verse 23-30 

• First, when going to that persons home and 
eating meat, do not ask any questions about 
the meat. 

• The situation changes when the pagan says it 
was sacrificed to idols, pagans worshiped idols 
at home as well. We are not to eat for the 
sake of the person who asks.  

• He would perceive that you were involving 
yourself in the worship with him 



Verses 23-30 

• The meat is alright but there are still situations 
where our liberty could affect a person 
conscience 

• It is not for ours, because we know better but for 
the one who asks. Our liberty is regulated about 
another man's conscience 

• We need to make a clear distinguish here, Paul is 
talking about something that one would be 
influenced to violate his own conscience, this is 
not to say just because somebody objects. This is 
only in the area of liberty 



Verse 23-33 

• This principle still applies today even though 
circumstance would be changed 

• Verse 30- Paul is showing that it involves two 
things (Liberty) 
– Do all things for God’s glory 

– Do all things for the profit of others 

• This cannot be misapplied, this is only in the 
area of liberty and not truth 

• People have abused Romans 14:23 as well 



Verse 23-33 

• For this reason, in the case of liberty Paul says, to 
give no offense to others. Please all men, and 
seek their profit and not your owns. That could 
be the best meat in the world but just in case one 
could be influence to violate their conscience, do 
not eat 

• Our entire purpose is to save that man/women 

• 1 Corinthians 11:1; applies to the end of chapter 
10 


