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Verse 1 

• Paul continues the thought from chapter 10. 
Paul wants them to imitate him as he imitates 
Christ. How did Paul handle other’s conscience 
about eating meat? 1 Corinthians 8:13 

 



Verse 2-16 

• Some principles to understand before delving 
into the chapter 

• Paul is beginning to talk about worship in 
chapter 11, 12, and 14. 13 being an in-
between chapter to help them recognize their 
true problem 

• Some principles about Bible study 
– 2-16, has caused some people to have conflict 

over head coverings or veil 



Principles 

• We are going to take some time with things 
that will help us in our understanding of 
scripture 

• These 15 verse talks about women in the 
assembly.  

• What was the major problem and what does it 
finally get down to, if we can solve these 
questions we come to an understanding of the 
problem some have with these verse 



Principles 

• First Principle: there was a peculiar condition in 
Corinth, there was a condition in Corinth that created a 
problem, now there will always be a condition and a 
problem 

• It seems that Corinth was the only church that had a 
problem with this situation in CH.11 

• So we need to think about the local situation, the 
condition here was disorder 

• The manifestation of the problem in Corinth seem to 
grow out of liberty 

• They felt because they had certain liberty that they did 
not have to abide by certain customs at that time 



Principles 

• 11:16 seems to show us that it was a practice or 
custom going on in Corinth (the surrounding city) 

• Each book of the Bible has a situation that has a 
bearing on the interpretation of that book 

• For instance Colossians, there was a peculiar 
situation there, it is not in Galatians or Ephesians 

• The book of Hebrews has a different situation 
than any other book. 

• Same here in Corinth 



Principles 

• The Problem in Corinth was disorder, the 
cause was a matter of covering. The principle 
was authority, the covering was an issue of 
authority in Corinth 

• The principle in solving the disorder in this 
particular situation is authority (In any 
situation) 

• Verse 3 shows the principle of authority in 
assembly 



Principles 

• God and Christ are the same in nature but differ in 
function or in work 

• God the Father who purposed and planed, and the 
work of Christ who carried out and executed . This 
does not mean that Christ is not equal to God in nature 
but in work. 

• Man and women likewise are equal but in work are 
different in the assembly 

• It is like in redemption, Jesus in John 14:28: The father 
is greater than he was but in John 10: he says they are 
one. They are different in place and work. God did not 
do what Jesus did and Jesus is referring to that God is 
above His earthly work. Deity dwelling in flesh 



Principles 

• This principle is important to understand in 
understanding these verses 

• Men and women being equal does not make 
their place in the assembly is the same 

• Second principle, the order of worship is 
based on creation not culture 

• The place of women is based upon creation, 
there are some fundamental things in creation 
that are involved 



Principles 

• Paul is going to list those things to help us to see 
why it is (Same for 1 Timothy 2): 

• 3rd principle is that a man and women are to glory 
in their position. Verse 12 shows us this, God 
made it this way… 

• God has given us both a distinctive place, we 
ought to glory in the position God has given us. 
Today there is a rebellion against this, the order 
of worship was not cultural but it was based upon 
the principle of creation 

 



Principles 

• 4th principle: There is a mutual dependence 
between man and women (14)  

• This is a relationship based upon creation (8; 
Gen 2:20-24) Adam needed Eve (Mutual 
dependence) 

• 5th Principle: The order in nature is reflected in 
worship. These verse will show us 



Principles 

• 6th Principle: There is no relationship that does not 
need authority. This authority does not destroy 
equality, same between God and Christ 

• Eve is no less than Adam because she was made 
second but God did place them in different positions 
and in the assembly, the order of creation needs to be 
recognized. This is the heart of this chapter 

• Now then the coverings had something to do with 
principles in creation, in relationship between man and 
women, specifically in Corinth. This was a custom in 
Corinth that affects the role of authority 

 

 

 



Verses 2-16 
• Verse 2- It is interesting that Paul in spite of their problems 

at Corinth he found something to praise them for, there is 
still something to praise someone even in the worst of 
cases 

• Praise is a good way to start off the section Paul was going 
to talk about. He was about to talk about their worship 
habits and how they were flawed both by the men and the 
women 

• 11:2-14 Paul is speaking of worship 
– 11:2-16- Role of women 
– 11:17-34- Issues faced with Lord’s Supper 
– 12- Issues regarding Spiritual Gifts 
– 13- Their lack of Love 
– 14-Their complete disarray and disorder 



Verse 2-16 

• The word tradition means that which is passed along. 
VS.23- Delivered, this word is sometimes translated 
tradition. Paul has received inspiration and he delivered it 
unto them as inspired tradition. 

• Mark 7:1-13, talks about how non-inspired tradition is 
wrong when it conflicts with the teaching of God. Context 
determines when tradition is right or wrong. If this custom 
or tradition whether right or wrong, if it because our 
doctrine and we think it cannot change, that is when it 
becomes wrong. If we changed our worship schedule or 
times, it would not be unscriptural, because it is in areas of 
expedience 

• Paul expected people to follow his traditions or ordinances 
because they were from the Lord 



Verse 2-16 
• Verse 3- Paul lays out the pattern of authority according to 

creation and principles that have not changed. This does 
not mean inequality 

• This is not a matter of culture or custom but what signified 
the matter of custom in the Corinthian society was cultural, 
as w will see later 

• Verse 4- because of the relationship between man and 
women, man was not to cover his head whether it was his 
hair (length) or the veil. The literal reading in verse 4, that 
which was hanging. Verse 15 shows how this could be hair. 
Why bring the matter of the hair if it had nothing to do with 
hair. 

• People were supposed to be distinguished between man 
and women in their authority (15) 



Verse 2-16 

• Verse 5, 6- The principle is that a women was 
to have her head covered (hair or veil), if she 
didn’t it was like having her head shaved, 
which was a disgrace to her head (husband) 

• Possibly women thought because of the 
freedom they had under the Gospel, women 
thought they may have had the right to 
prophesy publicly but Paul shows that is not 
the case (14:34) 

 



Verse 2-16 

• Verse 7-9 shows how this authority comes from 
creation 

• God created Adam first and then women. This 
sets up the order of creation and the relationship 
between man and women 

• Women was created for man and not man for 
women. Genesis 2:20-25 

• SideNote: We finished through 16 in class, will 
finish power points on this section later) Don’t’ 
forget 



Verse 17-34 

• Discussion of one thing that involves two things 

• Division has been in the background in everything 
Paul has been discussion from Chapter 1 

• There are also 2 meals spoken on in 1 Corinthians 
11 

– The Love feast (the rich shared with the poor) 
(Common Meal) 

– The Lord’s Supper (this seemed to come after the Love 
feast) 



Verse 17-34 

• The idea of division seemed to come from the 
love feast 

• The division in the church at Corinth was being 
manifested in the love feast. 

• What was once a feast where they all came and 
shared together. Some were going ahead of 
others and eating and being full while others 
were not there 

• Verse 19- Division always causes testing in 
peoples life, it shows who is faithful and those are 
not 



Verses 17-34 

• Verse 20- A better reading, it is impossible eat the 
Lords’ supper 

• Verse 21- One takes his own supper (Lord’s 
supper is never used as own supper) 

• The charity or love feast was a meal to supply 
hunger to those who are poor. The Lord supper is 
never eaten for this purpose 

• Another is drunk, this may well have been literal 
because of the influence of the pagan society all 
around them. Or in the Greek it could just mean 
to be full 



Verses 17-34 

• Verse 22- No waiting for each other was 
shaming the house of God and those who 
have nothing. The entire feast was for the 
purpose of feeding the poor 

• Paul was not going to praise them for their 
division 

• They took this love feast and even were 
divided in this, they were in opposition to the 
very nature of the feast 



Verses 17-34 

• This is the main crux of Paul’s statement. Them 
having division in the church and during their 
feasts made it impossible for them to partake in 
the Lord’s Supper because it is against the very 
nature of the Lord’s Supper. The Lord’s Supper is 
supposed to show our unity for one another and 
our fellowship with Christ (1 Cor. 10:16). 

• A congregation cannot be divided and rightfully 
partake of the Lord’s Supper… 



Verses 17-34 

• 23-26: Restatement of the institution of the Lord’s 
Supper 

• 8 things about the Lord’s Supper 
– It commemorates Calvary 
– It’s a Communion (common sharing) 
– It’s a reminder of a New Covenant 
– It demands Concentration 
– It is a reminder of Care for one another 
– Contention is to be avoided 
– It shows a common Cause (redeeming the world) 
– It is an expression of our Confident expectation of Him 

coming again 
 
 



Verse 17-34 

• Verse 27- In an unworthy manner, this is not unworthy 
as a person but unworthy as the state of mind 

• Verse 27, 28, 29a is a self examination 

• Verse 29b is a “body” examination, the body of Christ 

• The primary thrust of Paul’s reason for bringing this up, 
it was another way that the church of Corinth was 
being divisive 

• Verse 34- Speaking of the their practice of the common 
meal. It would help their unity and their partaking of 
the Lord’s Supper, if they just ended the love feast 


