
1 Corinthians 12 



Introduction 
• 1 Corinthians 11:17-19 

• Chapter 11 was about division while 
participating in the Lord’s Supper 

• Chapter 12 deals with the division that 
miraculous gifts were causing 

• Which every problem in Corinth goes back to 
their problem with carnality (1 Cor. 3:1-3) 

• Chapter 13 is the cure for the problem of gifts 
which were dividing the church in Corinth 

 



Introduction 
• Chapter 14: the Purpose for Assembly is edification, their 

lack of edification and order was another cause for division 
(They did not have a New Testament written word 
(completed word) we do not need those gifts) 

• The assembly at Corinth was therefore completed by 
complete miraculous endowments by members at Corinth 

• There was no other way for them to know the mind of God, 
they did not have the revealed word 

• They relied upon gifts for their service, the word is now 
complete and therefore no more need for further revelation 
(Jude 3; 1 Corinthians 13:9-11; Ephesians 4:11-14) 

• Paul says in Corinth that when the perfect comes they would 
not longer be speaking like children (1 Cor. 13:11) but in 
Ephesians he says, 14 “As a result, we are no longer 
children…. 



Unity in the Gifts (1-11) 

• Now concerning, speaking of the next thing that was 
causing division in the assembly 

• Paul does not want them to be ignorant about the gifts 

• Apparently they were ignorant about their use 

• He bring up their past, they once served idols who 
were dumb or could not speak.  

• This is contrary to the living God who has spoken to His 
people (Hebrews 1:1, 2) 

• They were led astray by the idols but God leads them 
to salvation 

 



Unity in the Gifts (1-11) 

• Verse 3: Nobody would know who Jesus was without 
the Holy Spirit, he revealed the mind of God to the 
apostles and gave us the revealed word. 

• Unity 
– Varieties of gifts but the same Spirit 

– Varieties of ministries, and the same Lord 

– Varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things 
in all persons 

• The Gifts, work like the God-head does, in unity, they 
do not contradict 

• Rom 12:6-8 



Unity in the Gifts (1-11) 

• Verse 7: Each person who has a gift, it was given 
for one purpose, the common good 

• The purpose of gifts was for the common good 
(Mark 16:14-20) 

• Verses 8-10The list of gifts (I do not believe these 
are all the gifts that were ever given) 

• Paul, most likely, put the “showy” gifts last 
because that is what the people were fighting 
about, who had the best gift, and it seemed that 
the tongue speakers thought they had the best 
gift( cf.14:1-19) 



Unity in the Gifts (1-11) 

• Verse 11: Paul let’s them know, that first, the 
same Spirit distributed the gifts, hence unity 

• Secondly, It shows that nobody can boast in their 
gift because it is the Spirit that gives as He 
wills…not because of anything the person did 

• Thirdly, the spirit is in charge of the gifts, 
meaning, that they were given for a specific 
purpose, not so that they would fight over them 



Unity in the Body (12-26) 

• Division is the problem in the church at Corinth, Paul is 
trying to correct this problem 

• Verse 12:When a person joins the body of Christ, they 
keep their individuality but are now a part of one body, 
not a divided body.  

• Paul compares members of the church to a body for 
illustration purposes but also because we literally are 
the body of Christ or the church of Christ or the people 
of Christ 

• Christ has and only had one body, which means Christ 
only had one church (called out) (cf. Matthew 16:18; 
Ephesians 4:3-5; Ephesians 1:18-23) 



Unity in the Body (12-26) 
• Verse 13: All baptized by one Spirit (John 7:37-39) 
• All made to drink of the same Spirit 
• Ephesians 1:13, 14; 2:17-22 
• The Body is one but many!!! 
• Verse 14: The body does not exist without individual 

Christians (Ephesian 2:14-16) 
• Verses 14-19: Each Christian has their part to play and 

nobody is insignificant 
• Paul in context speaking of Spiritual Gifts, they were all 

needed, not just tongues 
• Verse 19: If they all spoke in tongues, how helpful would 

that be? They needed each and every gift to fulfill the whole 



Unit in the Body (12-26) 

• Verse 20: Many Members but one body 

• One of the key elements to unity is 
individuality. Unity does not mean all are 
robots and look and act the same. It means 
that there are different individuals who can 
come together, brining their unique traits and 
qualities, and work together to fulfill what 
God intends for them to fulfill. Ephesians 4:16 



Unity in the Body (12-26) 

• Verse 21-22: The eyes and the head are both 
located above the feet and the hands. Just 
because they are at a higher position on the body 
does not give them the right to look down upon 
the hands and feet because they are lower on the 
body. 

• The word need (chreia) is used twice in verse 21 
and this term described a very strong need (i.e 
necessity).  

• The body could function without the hand or eye 
but it would not function as it should 



Unity in the Body (12-26) 

• Verse 22: The word for “necessary” (anankaios), a 
term that means “the indispensable members of 
the body” (Present tense) 

• Meaning these “seemingly” weaker members are 
not, “going to be” indispensable or “was” 
indispensable but are indispensable and always 
will be, meaning they are absolutely required 

• Paul seems to be contrasting the showery parts 
verse the “worker” parts, (i.e.. Eyes and head 
verse hands and feet) 



Unity in the Body (12-26) 

• Verse 23-24: We need to read this verse carefully. Paul 
is not saying that there are actually members that are 
less honorable but he is speaking of those who we 
have deemed (our opinion) less honorable. 

• Society even today sees the preacher as the most 
important person in the “church”. They even place 
higher standards on them and their families. 

• In some denominations they even give them special 
names, priest, pastor (which was meant for an elder 
and not a preacher), reverend, etc.… 



Unity in the Body (12-26) 

• The word “bestow” (peritithemi) is used in Mt. 27:28 to 
describe putting on a garment. (Jesus was striped and 
they put a scarlet robe on Him) 

• Less honorable parts are clothed to make look better 
(feet (shoes), face (makeup), arms (shirt), legs (pants)) 

• Clothing is especially important for our unbecoming 
parts (being our less presentable parts) 

• Unbecoming parts does not mean shameful but there 
are appropriate and inappropriate times for uncovering 

• This shows us something about how the body was 
supposed to be dressed as well. (Modesty) (thought 
admittedly this is not what the verse was meant for) 



Unity on the Body (12-26) 

• We need to be careful in over allegorizing this verse 
(23), Paul is not meaning to use the hands and feet as 
workers and eyes and head as speakers and teachers. 
Unless specifically told, we do not know. 

• What we do know is that there is an equality in Christ 
that must be balanced. Verse 24, does give some hint 
that there are positions that get more “attention” and 
to bring the balance back, we must raise the seemingly 
less “attention getting” members. 

• This equality brings about the unity in verses 25-26 

• Same care for one another (no partiality) James 2:1-7 



Unity in the Body (12-26) 

• Verses 25, 26: Division  (1:10; 11:18) in this verse 
means “that which results from splitting” 

• God only has one body (Ephesians 4:4), the “church” 
(Eph. 1:22-23), and creating strife in this body makes 
God angry (prov. 6:19; 1 Cor.3:16-17) 

• The church cannot function with divisions (Mark 3:25) 

• Having the same care for one another, goes further 
than just liking each individual. 

• It is caring enough about that persons soul to see that 
they get to heaven, whether it is by encouragement, 
discipline, love, or teaching truth  



Unity in the Body (12-26) 
• God has fashioned the church to work like the human body, 

when you stub your toe, the entire body is effected. Hand 
reaches down to hold the toe, the other foot takes more 
weight because you are most likely hopping on one foot… 

• When a member suffers, the other members must adjust to 
take the pressure off the hurting member. Yes, this may include 
canceling our plans or using our day off to visit a person at the 
hospital, but it is worth it so the body gets back to equilibrium 

• The word suffer, literally means to feel the pain of another 
(empathy) 

• Rejoice with those who rejoice, Christians give credit where 
credit is due. They do not act jealous or envious of others 
accomplishments but they gladly rejoice with them and show 
the member that they are proud of all that they have 
accomplished 



Unity in Position (27-30) 
• Paul now gives an example of how being one and yet 

individuals works together for the benefit and unity of 
the church 

• Some of these are miraculous positions which no longer 
apply today (cf. 12:31; 13:8-11; Ephesians 4:11-14) 

• Verse 28: Paul gives an order of these positions 
according to when God gave them. Tongues being last 
seems to strengthen Paul's argument about tongues and 
it not being the greatest gift as some had thought. This 
is does not downplay its importance but it does put 
those who were boasting in their tongue usage, back 
down on the equal playing field 



The Greater Way!! 

• Paul clearly shows that there were greater gifts to 
desire over that of tongue speaking 

• But Paul has another point to bring up, there may be 
greater gifts but these gifts were not the greatest. 

• There is coming a more excellent way!!! When the gifts 
would end and people would no longer rely on the 
“select few” who had the gifts to find out what God 
wants for them, but that the entire, complete, and 
perfect word would come and everyone would have 
the written word!! (Purpose of chapter 13, along with 
showing love in everything we do) 


