
1 Corinthians 13 

Love and the Duration of Spiritual 
gifts 



Introduction 

• 1 Corinthians 12, Paul is trying to bring about unity in 
the church at Corinth. Mainly by the use of Miraculous 
spiritual Gifts. 

• The end of chapter 12 is also the beginning of chapter 
13. “But earnestly desire the greater gifts. And I show 
you a still more excellent way.” (31) 

• This more excellent way is going to be described in two 
different ways. 
– 1. Love needs to be behind everything we do 

– 2. The Gifts are coming to an end once the perfect word 
comes 



Introduction 

• Some consider this to be the love chapter of the 
Bible or a “parenthetical description of love” but 
really it is an integral part of Paul’s discussion 
between chapters 12 and 14 

• To Paul the development of one’s character was 
greater than the gift they had itself 

• The chapter does describe love and its use but it 
is part of the message on how to properly use 
their tongues and the their purpose 

• They were not given to just show off but to 
confirm the word of God until the “perfect” came 



The Preeminence of Love (1-3) 

• Verse 1: If I speak… 
• Paul wants us to consider our speech. Is it seasoned 

with Salt? Are we being wise towards outsiders? 
(Colossians 4:5-6) 

• In context Paul is talking about miraculous speaking but 
the principle applies further than just in “tongue or 
language” speaking.  

• The tongues of men, should be better translated 
“languages of men” 

• And of angels, even if someone could speak in an 
angelic tongue, without love it is nothing. Paul is not 
saying that people can but “if”. 



The Preeminence of Love (1-3) 

• Some use this angelic speaking to mean a 
heavenly language only they and God can 
understand. 

• The verse does not say tongues of men and 
tongues of angels but rather tongues of men and 
angels, noting a similarity, they both can be 
understood 

• We have examples of angels speaking in the Bible 
and this heavenly language has always been 
understood (Luke 1:13, 30; 2:10; Acts 12:8, etc.) 



The Preeminence of Love (1-3) 

• Thus rather divide these into “know and 
unknown” languages, they can both be know 
and understood. 

• Claims to speak in tongues today, have no 
known language, no syllables, if recorded it is 
very difficult to find variation in the “words” 
they utter and normally are found to be no 
more than 15-30 different “words” or 
utterings in one speech (Brad Price Page 567) 



The Preeminence of Love (1-3) 

• “…but have not love,…” the word love (agape) is 
found 116 times in the NT Greek, KJV uses 
charity, this is not the best use of the word. Paul’s 
description of love is comprehensive, not just to 
charity. 

• Agape is used in other situations beyond just 
charity, in marriage (Eph 5:28), a Christians 
dealing’s with others (John 15:12; 2 Peter 1:7), 
and even one’s enemies (Mt. 5:44) 

• This is the same love that Jesus and God had for 
one another (Jn. 17:24) 



The Preeminence of Love (1-3) 

• 4 words for the word love in the Greek 
• Eros- describes the sexual love, between husband and 

wives 
• Storge- describes natural affection (i.e. parents and 

children, a relative 
• Philia- describes the love between friends (cherish). Phil is 

the root to many different greek words 
– Philema (kiss), philosophia (love of knowledge), philoxenos (a 

love of hospitality), philoteknos (a love of children), philotheos (a 
love of God) 

• Agape- unconquerable benevolence, invisible good will, or 
as we would say unconditional love (this is the only love 
that could save us) 
 



The Preeminence of Love (1-3) 

• This Agape love is the most rational kind of love. 
It involves recognition and judgment of values, it 
is not solely based off feelings but truth and 
decisions 

• It sometimes is choosing to love even when a 
person does not deserve it. God saved us in our 
sin. 

• So if one preforms these miracles without others 
salvation in mind, then they are useless; like noisy 
gong or a clanging symbol  



The Preeminence of Love (1-3) 

• 2- Prophecies are Spirit Inspired words that 
convey the will of God 

• This is one of the most important gifts there was. 
They did not have a Bible or a written word, this 
was there only way of knowing the will of God. 

• Someone can know everything there is to know 
about God, knew all the mysteries of God and 
had all faith, still if they do not have love, they are 
nothing  



The Preeminence of Love (1-3) 

• 3- Giving things away and feeding people should be 
done in spite or out of feeling obligated. If it is not 
done in love you might as well not do it. 

• All you will be doing is benefiting the person you are 
helping but it profits the giver nothing 

• You can either surrender your body to be burned, 
sacrifice yourself and without love it is nothing either 

• The feed here is to bestow or literally feed by placing 
the food in the persons mouth little by little 

• The love mention is still the agape love 



The Practice of Love (4-7) 

• Patient- long-suffering 
• kind- Love is kind 
• not jealous- love is generous 
• does not brag- love is humble 
• not arrogant- humble itself (suffers wrong for another) 
• not act unbecomingly- Love is courteous 
• not seek its own- Love is unselfish 
• not provoked- Love is good tempered 
• does not take into account a wrong suffered- Love is 

guileless (thinks no evil) 
• rejoices in the truth- Love is sincere 

 



The Practice of Love (4-7) 
• Bears all things- (Stego; a PresentTenseVerb) that 

originally meant to conceal or cover tightly. It is 
watertight and repellent. In the later Greek it 
came to mean, to ward off, to bear up, sustain. It 
seems to be best understood as meaning 
continuing with undesirable and (or) unpleasant 
people and circumstances 

• Believes all things- (PTV) To literally believe the 
best about others, unless having evidence to the 
contrary. “True love keeps people from unfounded 
suspicions and doubts, eve in situations where 
such seems difficult 



The Practice of Love (4-7) 

• Hopes all things- a present tense verb and it 
“means to put one’s expectation and trust for the 
future in someone or something, to hope for 
something to come to pass, or to except to be 
able to do something.” Stated another way is love 
never gives up. We do not look for things to fail 
but hope for things to succeed 

• Endures all things- a military word, sustain the 
assault of the enemy. Perseverance despite the 
fear that one feels. 



The Permanence of Love (8-10) 

• Permanence is just a big fancy “P” word for how long 
something is going to last. 

• This is Paul’s main purpose for writing this chapter. 
There were no chapter divisions so it would have been 
an integral part of Paul’s discussion 

• Love never fails (cease), Paul is about to make a 
comparison to love and the spiritual gifts. In context it 
is what makes sense. 

• But if there are gifts of prophesy. Prophesy is one who 
speaks about the future and can predict the future. 



The Permanence of Love (8-10) 

• The gift of prophecy will be done away with 
(in Paul’s context) 

• If there are tongues, they will be done away 
with 

• If there is knowledge (supernatural), it will be 
done away with (12:8) 

• Done away- by using this word, Paul meant 
that there would come a time when these 
would become completely inoperative 



The Permanence of Love (8-10) 

• Five main views for what is complete: 

• 1. the 2nd coming of Christ 

• 2. Heaven 

• 3. The individual is complete 

• 4. Love 

• 5. The complete revelation of Gods word 

 



The Permanence of Love (8-10) 

• Compare Ephesians 4:7-16 
• 1. gifts- 1 Corinthians 13: 8; Ephesians 4:7, 8, 11 
• 2. Something is going to pass away, 1 Corinthians 13: 10; 

Ephesians 4:13 (something is going to be done away) 
• 3. That which is perfect comes- 1 Corinthians 13:10, 

Ephesians 4:13 
• 4. Complete knowledge- 1 Corinthians 13:8-12, Ephesians 

4:13 
• 5. The church is like a child before the perfect comes- 1 

Corinthians 13:11, Ephesians 4:14 (the church is a child 
before) 

• 6. Church becomes a mature man when gifts cease- 
Ephesians 4:13( the church is a mature man when gifts end) 
 



The Permanence of Love (8-10) 

• So what views is it? 

• What is the perfect, well if it was the second 
coming of Christ. Then in Ephesians 4, he would 
have had to already come by the time Paul wrote 
the Ephesian letter. Verse 14, says now we can no 
longer be children. 1 Corinthians 13:10-11 says 
that something is coming that we will no longer 
be like children. The second coming of Christ has 
not happened yet we can be mature, so that 
cannot be it 



The Permanence of Love (8-10) 

• Can it be Heaven? 
• Well heaven is not coming until the Second 

Coming (Revelation 201:11-15; 1 Thessalonians 
4:9-18; 1 Corinthians 15:20-28) 

• So if it is not the Second Coming than it is not 
Heaven either 

• Can it be the individual as complete? 
• This would be subjective. It makes the least 

sense. Not all are complete at the same time; and 
which individual, will render the gifts obsolete? 



The Permanence (8-10) 

• Can it be love? 

• Well love is supposed to be used in 
accordance with these gifts. Love was 
perfected from the beginning because God is 
love and He is everlasting (1 John 4:7-8) God is 
love and God has always been perfect 

• Can it be the complete revelation of God’s 
word? 



The Permanence of Love (8-10) 

• What is the purpose of the gifts? 

• Mark 16:17-20- they conform the word of 
Christ 

• There was not written scripture 

• The full mind of Christ had to be revealed (1 
Corinthians 2:6-13) 

• What is the unity of Faith written about in 
Ephesians 4:13? 



The Permanence of Love (8-10) 

• The unity of Faith, In the Greek would read, “The 
Faith’s Unit” so until Faith came to a unit. Is this 
personal faith? Or is The Faith (The word of God)? 

• Well at the time of Pentecost were not all there in 
unity of faith (pistos)? Acts 2:44. Gifts would have 
ended there. 

• Ephesians 4;14-16, spreads some more light on 
this as well. The perfect that was coming was to 
bring a unity of faith. So it is not personal faith 
that will bring about a personal faith unity. 

 



The Permanence of Love (8-10) 

• Ephesians 4:14 says that as a result of this “Unity 
of Faith” we are no longer to be children. 
Compare that with 1 Corinthians 13:10-11. This 
Unity of Faith is the same as the perfect. It 
accomplishes the same thing. 

• Verse 15 says that now after this perfect comes 
we can speak the truth in love. This perfcet wasa 
to be the truth. What is the truth? (2 Timothy 
3:16-17) compare this scripture with Ephesians 
4:14-17. The word of God once again is that what 
gives us the ability to do good works. 



The Permanence of Love (8-10) 

• What is truth? It is the same thing as The Faith in 
Jude 3 and in Eph. 4:13. The Faith was once 
delivered and it gave us the common salvation 
(compare Ephesians 4:15-16).  

• What is truth? It is what gives us everything to 
life and godliness (making us a mature Christian; 
2 Peter 1:1-3 compare to Ephesians 4:14-16; 1 
Corinthians 13:9-12) 

• We will fully know!!! 1 Corinthians 13:12 says. 
That is what The Faith allows us to do, fully know. 



Conclusion 

• So what is the more excellent way? 
• In context, speaking of gifts, the entire revealed truth is 

more excellent than the gifts 
• It allows us to become mature or grown adults in Christ 

(Eph. 4:14; 2 Peter 1:3) 
• It equips us for every good work (2 Tim. 3:16-17) 
• We have the complete revealed word that can allow us 

to have a common salvation (Jude 3) and allows us to 
grow into all aspects of Jesus Christ (Ephesians 4:15) 

• If the perfect were Jesus, then we could not be a 
mature Christian until His second coming! 


