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Introduction 

• Paul closed the last chapter with, “I will not 
cause my brother to stumble” 

• Here he shows that reality with his own life 

• Here we are going to see how and why 
preachers and/or evangelists deserve support 

• We are also going to see how far Paul went to 
win “some” 

• Christianity is like a race, we all run it but do 
we all finish? 



4 questions 

• All four of these questions are rhetorical and a 
positive answer is expected. 

• Paul was free 

– Not only free in Christ (John 8:32; 36) but this 
word literally means opposite of slave. 

– So he was not under any obligation to any man 

– He was also free in the realm of opinion and 
judgment to make his own decisions 

 

 

 



4 Questions 

• Paul was an apostle 
– This meant that he has the right and authority of an 

apostle 
– Some were obviously questioning his authority and 

apostleship 
– He had to show them he was an apostle before 

making claims he will make later like, he surrendered 
some of them for the benefit of others 

– We do not know who questioned Paul’s authority 
• Possibly the members had doubts 
• Possibly a false teacher came in and talked about Paul 
• This could address why some of 2 Corinthians was written 



4 Questions 

• Some possible specifics against the charge of Paul 

– He never saw Jesus the lord expect in Acts 9 

– He was not with them from the time of John the 
Baptist until His resurrection (Acts 1:21-22) 

– Paul was a unique or special case (1 Corinthians 15:8 

– He was a chosen vessel (Acts 9:15; 1 Cor. 1:1) 

– Paul let people know he was endowed with authority 
(Galatians 1:15-16) 

– Others had accepted Paul as well (Gal. 2:7-9) 

 

 



4 questions 

• Are you not my work in the Lord? 

– In other words, the Corinthian church resulted 
from Paul’s labor 

– Acts 18:1-11 

– 1 Corinthians 3:5-10 

– 2 Corinthians 10:12-14 



Paul's apostleship known 

• Verse 2 

– Others may not have considered him an apostle 
but the Corinthians surely should have. They are 
the seal of his apostleship (2 Corinthians 3:1-2) 

– He was a preacher to the gentiles (Acts 9:15) 

 

 



Paul’s defense 

• Defense (apologia) has the sense of a “criminal 
investigation” 1 Peter 3:15 

• This term underlines the theological term 
apologetics, defense of the faith 

• Examine (anakrino) describes a pleminiary 
examination before trial or a scrutinous judgment 

• By using these two words we can know that 
somebody has raised some serious questions 
against Paul and that he was going to give a 
serious answer to these 



Paul’s defense 

• His defense was not given to those who oppose him, 
possibly false apostles but it was written to the church at 
Corinth so that they had no doubts 

• Paul’s main concern is letting the church at Corinth know 
that he had liberties but he chose not to take them 
– He could have ate or drank 
– He could have taken a wife to be his own but he did not for the 

benefit of others 

• Browns definition of the word right (exousia) in this verse 
is, “Because of his spiritual ministry as a servant in the 
church, an apostle has the right to have his physical needs 
looked after by the church” (2 Thessalonians 3:7-9) 



Paul’s defense 

• Eating and drinking are used in the aorist 
tense verbs (so he using metonymy to 
represent financial support) aorist- simple 
past tense meaning there is no emphasis on 
the actions. 

 

 

 


