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Beware of Personal Favoritism 

James 2:1-13 

Introduction: 

1. Illustration: First Day of Gym Class- Those who look the “best” are picked first 

2. James does not want us judging like the world judges. Judging can be a very dangerous thing for the 

Christian 

3. The Love for people is the greatest command after Love for God. James is trying to open their eyes 

Discussion: 

I. It is Not our Job to Make Distinctions (1-7) 

 A. Do not pay special attention (1-4) 

  1. Hold your faith in personal favoritism  

   a. “Hold your Faith” Faith here is Christianity itself 

   b. “Personal Favoritism” Literally to receive face (To look at the outward and judge) 

   c. Romans 2:1; Ephesians 6:9(Masters were not to even show partiality with there slaves) 

2. “Glorious Lord” 

a. Exodus 33:18; 1 Timothy 6:11-16 

b. His Glory is our “calling” and our Hope (1 Peter 5:10)  

  3. Judging on appearance and not righteously (2-3) (Galatians 2:11ff) 

   a. They are at stark contrast in the world’s eyes 

   b. They are equal in God’s eyes, especially in the assembly of the saints 

   c. We become judges (Reasoning on a legal basis) with evil thoughts (motives NASB) 

   d. Their reasoning was false and therefore their conclusions were false 

 B. God’s distinctions are different than ours (5) 

  1. Listen (to hear with attention), James is about to tell them God’s distinction 

  2. God has chosen the poor, on the basis of more poor would serve Him over the Rich 

4. 1 Corinthians 1:26-31; Luke 6:20 

5. There is more to it than just being poor: Rich in Faith and Love the Lord 

 C.  Their distinctions were flawed 

  1. They honored the rich, yet it was the rich that oppressed them (cf. Acts 10:38, same word) 

  2. They blasphemed (evil speaking) the noble name (Christian) 

II. Judged by the Law of Liberty (Messianic Law) (8-13) 

A. If you really fulfill the Royal Law (Law of Liberty) according to scripture… 

  1. Jesus’ answer to the Lawyer is still in effect today, it comes from our King (Luke 10:25-37) 

  2. This law transcends the Old Testament Law and has been God’s Law for all time 

3. Because of their actions James, reminds them of the 2
nd

 Greatest Command 

 B. Showing partiality is a sin 

  1. “But if”, First Class Conditional Sentence, meaning “since” not “if”  

  2. This is something they were committing (Something practiced), Context helps support this 

 C. The Nature of law 

  1. The very nature of law is that it must be kept perfectly 

   a. This is the same for the Old and New Testament 

   b. The difference is we have the Messiah, they did not 

  2. They may not have been committing murder, or adultery but partiality is also a transgression 

  4. The Law of liberty condemns both the murderer and the one who shows partiality 

 D. One needs to show mercy to receive mercy (13) 

  1. James wants them to treat the rich and the poor with the same mercy and kindness 

  2. The one who does not show mercy will not receive it by God 

  3. This is the principle behind the Royal Law; love one another (Covenant Love) 

Conclusion: 

1. If we as Christians would understand and apply the 2
nd

 greatest command, everything else is easy!! 

2. It is a human tendency to treat those who appear better, like they are better, this is not so with God 

3. Christ died for all because we all needed Him. If Christ makes us all equal, let’s start acting like it!! 


