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Qualities Needed in Trials 

James 1:19-27 

Introduction: 

1. The first chapter of James has been all about trials and temptations. James is telling us the qualities needed to 

overcome the trials 

2. These verses are a response to the good and perfect gifts of God. 

3. James knows how man operates and he is about to give advice on how not to operate like everybody else. 

 

Discussion: 

I. How to Deal with Others (19, 20) 

 A. Listening abilities 

  1. Swift (Quick, Nimble) to hear 

   a. It gives us time to discern 

   b. It shows people we care 

  2. Slow to speak 

   a. We do not say the wrong thing 

   b. We can show our wisdom (Planned) 

 B. Problem management skills 

  1. Slow to wrath (Desire to exact revenge) 

  2. Wrath does not produce (achieve) righteousness (That which is approved by God) 

  3. Revenge belongs to the Lord (Romans 12:19) 

  4. Our job (1 Cor. 10:31-33) 

   a. Give the Glory to God 

   b. Give no offense to anyone 

   c. Please men in all things, so that they might be saved 

II. How to Deal with the Word (21-25) 

 A. We need to be in the proper frame of mind 

  1. We need to rid ourselves of carnal qualities (1 Cor. 3:1-3) 

   a. Filthiness (dirt, filth, of the worst kind) 

   b. Overflow (abundance) of wickedness (evil habit, naughtiness, maliciousness)  

   c. Romans 12:9; 1 Thessalonians 5:22 

  2. We need to receive the implanted word in meekness (gentle of spirit) 

  3. We need to realize the word is the only thing that can save 

 C. Live the word 

  1. Hearers’ only 

   a. They deceive (to dilute by false reasoning) themselves 

   b. Improperly use the word of God (Lack wisdom or understanding) 

   c. They forget immediately 

  2. Hearers and Doers 

   a. Properly use the word of God (Look to the word of God for guidance) 

   b. Are blessed (Happy) in their deeds 

III. How to Deal with Religion (26, 27) 

 A. Thinking is not enough 

  1. Matthew 7:21-23 

  2. 1 Cor. 4:4 

 B. Pure and undefiled religion 

  1. To visit Orphans and Widows in their trouble (current issue from persecution) 

  2. To keep oneself unspotted form the world (the world literally has no mark on them) 

Conclusion: 

1. James does not want these brethren to fail in their trials 

2. He gives them the necessary tools to overcome these temptations 

3. Perfection is still in their grasps and James does not want them to lose it 


