
1 John 1:1-10 

Walking in the Light- Many notes and 
points taken from Roy Lanier JR. 



Introduction 

• When thinking of the Christian lifestyle, many 
things need to be considered. 

• All though there is a simple answer, and it is 
found here in 1 John 1. 

• We are going to see the close relationship that 
we and God can have if we walk circumspectly 

• John is going to show the prudence of a good and 
reliable testimony for the proof of the Gospel. 

• John in his testimony, will give why his writings 
should be followed 



Introduction 

• Object of the Letter 

• Faith and Love (2:7-12; 5:13) 

• Combat False teachers (2:3-6, 18, 19, 26; 3:7; 
4:1-5; 5:2-3) 

• Combat false doctrines (mainly incipient 
Gnosticism) 
– They believe because of the great knowledge they 

had that they did not have to follow the 
commands  



The Testimony of John (1-4) 

• Let’s consider the date and place of writing. 

• Nothing can be known for sure. 

• We seem to be able to trust Irenaeus (the pupil of 
Polycarp, who himself was a pupil of John) 

• He claims that John spent considerable amount of time 
at the end of his life, at Ephesus in Asia Minor  

• It seems that John is older when he writes his letters (1 
John 2:1, 12, 18, 28; 3:7, 18; 4:4; 5:21) 

• It seems to be also at a time of peace before the rule of 
Domitian, so most scholars place it between 90-94AD 



The Testimony of John (1-4) 

• Notice all the Verbs (action words). 

•  Verse 1: Heard, have seen, have looked at, 
touched with hands  

• Verse 2:was manifested, have seen, testify, 
proclaim, was with, was manifested 

• Verse 3:have seen, heard, proclaim, fellowship 

• In Just 3 short verses, using these powerful 
words in crescendo and power of intensity 

 

 



The Testimony of John (1-4) 

• This would have been in contrast with 
Docetism. Who believe that Jesus was not in a 
real physical body a it was more of a 
phantasm or figment of the imagination. The 
deny the humanity of Jesus but believe He 
existed in the mind. Some say Jesus was a man 
in a body and the Christ went in Him in a form 
of a dove at His baptism 

 



The Testimony of John (1-4) 

• Jesus is the LOGOS, it is further describe in 1 John by 
the neuter use of “What was” instead of the word He. 
The possible significance of using this neuter word over 
the masculine, He; “allows not only a reference to 
Jesus as Son of God, but also as ‘he was and is and ever 
will be for us’”-Lenier 

• LOGOS- encompassed both time and eternity, earth 
and heaven, and God and man. 

• Psalms 33:6, Psalms 107:20 
• “the abstract idea that ‘Word’ and Deity were 

synonymous may have been well developed” to the 
Jews 



The Testimony of John (1-4) 

• In verse 1-3, John is going to give proof of the 
manifestation of the word (John 1, specifically vs 14) 

• Compare 1 John 1:1, 2 with John 1:1-14 
• John had been with Jesus and his words could be 

trusted. 
• He had heard and seen Jesus speak (perfect tense-past 

action that continues to be true true) (Acts 4:20) 
• To see with ones own eyes, John is placing emphasis on 

his first hand account witness (Acts 1:9, 21-22) 
• To see with one’s own eyes describes a personal 

seeing. Not from afar but close up, with a relationship 
 
 
 



The Testimony of John (1-4) 

• We have looked at and touched with our hands (Aorist 
Tense-completed action) They saw the completed idea 
of God in flesh (John 1:14) 

• “There is hardly any other way John could have said it 
with more emphasis” Roy Lanier, Jr. 

• The Emphasis from going to present to aorist, is that 
there is a dual way in which John saw Jesus. He saw 
Him physically as a man and then also saw Him as the 
incarnate God. Literally a God-man (1 Timothy 2:5) 

• “Concerning the Word of Life” So Jesus manifested 
everything about man and God into one life. (John 1:4) 

 



The Testimony of John 

• The Purpose of John’s testimony is so that we 
may have the same exact fellowship with God, 
that John had. We may believe as confidently as 
He did and also have the same courage to 
proclaim Jesus. 

• When we have fellowship with one another we 
also have fellowship with the father, and with His 
Son Jesus Christ (John 14:23, 24; 17:20, 21) 

• Are joy may be made complete!!! Trough the 
fellowship with God and Jesus Christ 



Fellowship with God (5-10) 

• This is the message (ha engelia)- God reveals 
himself using inspiration to communicate the 
truth through human vessels (2 Cor. 4:7) 

• That God is light- (phos) Light is often a symbol of 
purity, righteousness, knowledge, peace, joy, and 
happiness 
– James 1:17 

• God is not described as a light, or the light but 
light itself. He his perfectly pure and is the source 
of light. In Him there is not darkness or even 
possibility of darkness, since He is the source 



Fellowship with God (5-10) 

• Darkness is is often used to indicate evil 

– Colossians 1:13; Ephesians5:8, 11; 6:12; John 3:19-20 

• Let’s consider the conditional phrases John uses, 
“If” 

– If we say we have fellowship (koinonia) 

– If we walk in the light 

– If we say we have no sins 

– If we confess our sins 

– If we say we have not sinned 

 



Fellowship with God (5-10) 
• Our relationship with God is based upon conditional 

promises. If we do our part, then God does His. 

• If we say we have fellowship (koinonia)- God being light 
will not have fellowship with darkness. We cannot be 
living like the world. We cannot be under the devils 
influence. 

• Walking in darkness is not practicing truth, and we are a 
liar. We do not have fellowship. Saying we are of God 
does not make it so. (This would be a big smack in the 
face to the Gnostics) 

• This idea of walking is a life-style not a stumble or slip 
up 

 
 



Fellowship with God (5-10) 

• Walking in the bible indicates the current lifestyle 
of the individual 
– Romans 6:4; Romans 8:1; Ephesians 2:2 

• So the man claiming fellowship with God (light), 
but walking in sinful ways (darkness) he has no 
fellowship with God. 

• “Cerinthus, the famous heretic of John’s time, 
claimed this very thing. He and his followers 
claimed fellowship with God while indulging in all 
manner of fleshly sins” 

• 2 Corinthians 5:10 
 



Fellowship with God (5-10) 

• If we walk in the Light (Present Subjunctive- i.e, 
continuing walking in the light) –this is in contrast 
to those who were walking in darkness. Those 
who walked in darkness did not practice the 
truth, so those who are walking in the light, do 
practice truth. This idea of practice is the same as 
walking but it adds the idea of trying to get 
better. 

• Fellowship with God is the same has having 
fellowship with one another and being cleanses 
by the blood of Jesus from our sins 



Fellowship with God (5-10) 

• We can infer that not only is not practicing the 
truth as being apart of darkness but so is not 
having fellowship with the brethren. 

– 1 John 2:7-11 

• Kononia- is the idea of communion with not 
only Deity but also with our fellow man. This is 
seen in our everyday life but also in our 
partaking of the Lord’s table (1 Corinthians 
10:16-22) 



Fellowship with God (5-10) 

• The Present tense “cleanses” in the Greek is 
deeply significant. It states that which goes on 
continuously, constantly for the benefit of 
man. 

– Hebrews 9:14; Matt. 26:28; Ephesians 1:7; 
Colossians 1:20; 1 Peter 1:2 

• The conditional clause still applies; “If we walk 
in the light” 



Fellowship with God (5-10) 

• Do not be deceived, how we see ourselves in 
relationship to sin, will affect our fellowship 
with God. 

• The main three things we must do with our sin 
is: 

– Accept it 

– Repent from it 

– Confess it 



Fellowship with God (5-10) 

• Accept it- Another conditional clause is 
presented by John. If we say the we have no 
sin (8), If we say we have not sinned, we make 
Him a liar and His word is not in us (10). 

• Verse 8 is in the present and Verse 10 is in the 
perfect past. Meaning that nobody could say 
in the now after been cleansed form their sin, 
they have reached perfection and also nobody 
could look at their past as having not sinned 



Fellowship with God (5-10) 
• If we say at the present we have no sin, we are deceiving 

ourselves. Many think that because they have been a 
Christian for so many years that they no longer sin and have 
reached perfection 

• John is saying that the truth is not in us. When one reads 
God’s words, it should humble a person realizing that there 
is always more to do and work on 

• Also if one says they have never sinned than it makes Jesus 
and God a liar (Romans 3:23) and once again His word is not 
in us. 

• These people thought they were free from sin but the word 
of God both makes you realize you are a sinner and also it is 
the same thing that sets one free (John 8:31, 32) 
 



Fellowship with God (5-10) 

• Verse 9- “If”- another conditional promise. Confession 
here could be either confession in personal prayer or to 
one another (James 5) 

• As we continue to confess Jesus we also confess our 
sins. Confession and being able to admit one’s faults 
before God and one another plays a huge role in the 
life of a Christian. 

• If we are faithful in our confession of sins, then God 
will be faithful to cleanse us from all unrighteousness 
(this is how we are seen as perfect in God’s eyes) When 
God does not count our sins against us we appear 
perfect. Compare with 1 John 3:4-8. 



Conclusion 

• John in this powerful epistle, shows the power 
of the apostles testimony, the deity of Christ, 
the importance of fellowship, the importance 
of walking in God’s truth, and the importance 
Christ’s blood for the forgiveness of sins. 

• In these short 10 verses, sets the theme for 
the rest of the book. John is going to go into 
further detail of what it means and looks like 
to walk in the Light!! 


