
1 John 2:18-24; 4:1-6 

Warned About False Teachers 



Introduction 

• From the beginning of the gospel, there has been 
a warning about false teachers. The apostles 
knew that the Jewish influence would not be 
overtaken so easily. One reason why we have 
some of the epistles we have was to combat 
being saved by the law verse being saved under 
grace, the new law of Christ. 

• One of the roles of the shepherd’s is to watch out 
for these wolves in sheep’s clothing 

• The only true way to combat false teachers is to 
know the truth 



Introduction 

• These wolves in sheep’s clothing actually gives 
the idea that people who are coming to bring 
false doctrine, know exactly what they are doing. 

• They purposefully turn from the truth to teach 
their own doctrine to get their own following 

• Romans 2:8; Isaiah 5:20; Matthew 7:15; Acts 
20:29-30 

• John is as much concerned about truth as he is 
with love 



Introduction: 

• Let’s deal with the topic of the Antichrist 
• 4 questions we must answer: 

– What is the “last hour” 
– What or who are the many antichrists 
– What or who is the single anti-christ 
– What is the anointing from the Holy One 

• Varying options about the “last hour” 
– The end of the Jewish state 
– The last hour immediately preceding the Parousia, the 

second coming of the Lord (many who take this 
position claim that John was wring in his prediction) 
 
 



Introduction 

– The time from the appearance of the antichrists until 
the second coming 

– The Christian dispensation, the time of the Church, 
the last era in which man will live on this earth 

• The opinions on the antichrists 
– False teachers who foretold the second coming of the 

Lord at the destruction of Jerusalem (Macknight) 
– The Gnostics and Docetics who were then opposing 

Christ 
– One who puts himself in the place of the reigning 

Christ, identical with the “man of sin” (2 Thess. 2:1-5) 
thus being the “papacy” of Rome 



Introduction 

– A principle or group of teachers and their teachings, 
all of which oppose Christ in some special way 

– Those who deny Jesus as lord (2:22) 

• The anointing from the Holy One 

– The gifts of the miraculous 

– The truth, the written word 

– The indwelling of the Holy Spirit in each Christian 

– The illumination, special indwelling of the Spirit that 
allows a person to know exactly what the Spirit taught 



Warnings Against the Antichrists 
(2:18-24) 

• 18: Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard 
that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists 
have appeared; from this we know that it is the last 
hour 

• The last hour is only used by John twice here in this 
verse, four verses in all in the NT (2:22; 4:3; 2 John 7). 

• John uses another term “last day” (4 times in John 
6:39; 11:24; 12:48) 

• Some say, He uses them differently than Paul and 
Peter, when they say the “last days” (Acts 2:17; 2 
Timothy 3:1; Hebrews 1:2; 2 Peter 3:3) 

 



Warnings Against the Antichrists 
(2:18-24) 

• It seems John uses the singular last hour to refer to a 
specific day or event that will be the last day. It refers to the 
end of something 

• God has given us His final message through Jesus (Hebrews 
1:1-3; Jude 3), the next in line would be the time of the 
Church, the time of Christianity and then after that the 
second coming of Christ. 

• Sometimes we only have one side of the phone 
conversation. John says that they have heard, well we have 
no previous statement regarding the antichrist. We can 
possibly assume that previous statements was referring to 
the antichrist but John seems to be clear that the actual 
word was being used, before his letter 



Warnings Against the Antichrists 
(2:18-24) 

• The last hour could not refer to the Jewish state 
because the destruction of Jerusalem has already 
happened previous to this epistle. Jesus told us 
that would be the very end of the Jewish state, as 
defined by the OT. (Matthew 24:1-35) 

• It would not refer to the second coming because 
we know that has not happened 

• “Perhaps” it could be, the time from the 
appearance of the antichrist until the second 
coming, there is little difference in this argument 
and number 4, the Christian dispensation 



Warnings Against the Antichrists 
(2:18-24) 

• The Christian dispensation seems to be the only one to 
make sense. The speaks about the last days as the 
Christian dispensation and just because John did not use 
day, does mean that he was not referring to the same 
thing. 

• Vine points out three major words used in the New 
Testament for “time”: (1) CHRONOS, a space of time, 
short or long; (2) KAIROS, a fixed or definite period, a 
season; (3) HORA, hour or time. He states that HORA can 
mean “primarily, any time or period fixed by nature” 

• “ ‘Last hour’ used by John, then would be synonymous 
to ‘last days’ as used by Paul and Peter. It is used 
figuratively for a fixed period of time preceding the 
second coming of Christ.” (Lanier JR. pg. 56) 



Warnings Against the Antichrists 
(2:18-24) 

• Anti- can be used for two meanings: either it can mean 
something “opposed to,” or it can mean something 
“instead of.” It cannot mean both in the same single 
usage or passage. 

• Jesus had warned of “false Christ’s” 
(PSEUDOCHRISTOS) that would come claiming to be 
the Messiah (Matthew 24:24; Mark 13;22) 

• John now speaks of anti-christs (ANTICHRISTOS), 
something different from that of which Jesus spoke. 

• So John is  not speaking of those “instead of” Christ but 
those who are “opposed to” Christ (2:18; 4:3; 2 John 7) 



Warnings Against the Antichrists 
(2:18-24) 

• Many claim this to be the “papacy,” and many 
are very dogmatic in that view, that this anti-
christ and the man of sin are both speaking of 
the pope. 

• Some problems with that viewpoint: 

– John seems to be speaking of a system of beliefs 
that has already began during the time of John’s 
writings, and this groups man position is to deny 
the truths about the Son of God 

 



Warnings Against the Antichrists 
(2:18-24) 

• John’s anti-christ is broad enough to include 
the man of sin in 2 Thessalonians but to say 
for sure that the anti-christ is exactly 
synonymous to the man of sin, is too narrow 
and limiting of a concept. 

• The anti-christ have come to deny vital truths 
about the Christ; they taught that Jesus was 
an imposter and he only appeared to be the 
Messiah. 



Warnings Against the Antichrists 
(2:18-24) 

• One thing is for sure, these events were going to 
happen before the second coming, it would be 
noticeable, they would be denying certain truths, 
and we must be prepared. 

• This is the same with all false teachers, we must 
be prepared. 

• Titus 1:15-16 

• The singular usage for antichrist may also refer to 
the set of beliefs that the antichrists are going to 
bring 



Warnings Against the Antichrists 
(2:18-24) 

• 19: They went out from us, but they were not really of us; 
for it they had been of us, they would have remained with 
us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they 
all are not of us: 

• These antichrists are coming from within the flock. Some 
may read this as Christians who turned and went evil, but it 
seems to be more of a deceiving from the beginning. 

• John says they went out from us, but they were not really 
of us, implying that they may have never been. 

• He goes on to say if they were truly one of us, they would 
have never left. 

• We can assume that this teaching is coming out of 
Christianity, an is going into apostasy 



Warnings Against the Antichrists 
(2:18-24) 

• 20: But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you 
all know 

• We can quickly eliminate the position on illumination. 
Ephesians 4:1-4, Paul argues that what he wrote could be 
understood. This writing being the word of God is able to 
completely equip a man for every good work (2 Timothy 
3:15-17) 

• John could be using a play on words. Calling the false 
teachers, antichrist and then calling the Christians anointed 
of the Holy One; meaning “There are many antichrists, but 
you are of Christ’s.” 

• Christians are anointed by God (2 Cor. 1:21) and the Holy 
Spirit is our seal (Ephesians 1:13) 
 



Warnings Against the Antichrists 
(2:18-24) 

• We are his holy priesthood (1 Peter 2:5, 9) and 
priest in under the Old Law were anointed (Exodus 
29:7) 

• This anointing seems to coincide with the 
indwelling of the holy spirit each and every 
Christian receives at baptism (Acts 2:38) to those 
who obey Him (Acts 5:32), if it was the miraculous 
then John would not be speaking to all Christians 
because we know not every person received a gift. 

• This indwelling turns us into more than a mere 
body but the holy temple of God (1 Cor. 6:12-20) 



Warnings Against the Antichrists 
(2:18-24) 

• Different translations differ on the last part of the 
verse. Some have “and you know all things” most 
of the newer translations using more reliable 
texts say “and you all know.” 

• It is a transcription error. It should use the word 
PANTES (You all know it) not PANTA (You know 
all). 

• It is affirming the fact that the readers knew 
about there anointing from the Holy One and also 
they knew about the anti-christ. 



Warnings Against the Antichrists 
(2:18-24) 

• 21: I have not written to you because you do not know the 
truth, but because you do know it, and because no lie is of 
the truth 

• In context, the truth being spoken of seems to be the truth 
of Jesus and the teachings of Christ. This is how they were 
to know they were saved by knowing that they were in 
keeping with the truth. 

• When one knows the truth, they can detect a lie. 
• So the best way to defend against false teachings is to first 

know the truth 
• In the immediate context, there seems to be a deeper 

meaning to the truth here, the truth about the antichrist 
and their teachings 



Warnings Against the Antichrists 
(2:18-24) 

• 22:Who is the liar but the one who denies that 
Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the 
one who denies the Father and the Son 

• So the truth seems to be, having knowledge of 
Jesus Christ and accepting the teachings about 
Him 

• Even if we cannot put our foot down on “who” 
the antichrist is, we can know what he teaches 
and that he is a liar 



Warnings Against the Antichrists 
(2:18-24) 

• 23: Whoever denies the Son does not have the 
Father; the one who confesses the Son has the 
Father also 

• Always a good reassurement about the rewards 
for those who are faithful verse those who are 
unfaithful 

• John does not want his writers even thinking 
about following or believing the liars because 
they do not have the abiding love of Jesus and 
the Father 



Warnings Against the Antichrists 
(2:18-24) 

• 24: As for you, let that abide in you which you heard from 
the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides 
in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father also 

• What is “that” that abides in them? 
• It is was they heard from the beginning. This what they 

heard is in the aorist tense as completed action. It is the 
entire period of their learning. 

• This is how they were to combat false teachers is by sticking 
to what they know and have been taught 

• This is one of the reasons for apostasy today, people want to 
learn something new and exciting instead of sticking to the 
old ways that were taught from the beginning of their 
personal Christianity and from when Christianity first began 



Detecting False Teachers (4:1-3) 
• 1: Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to 

see whether they are from God, because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. 

• Acts 17:11- the noble Bereans 
• In context, we are speaking of those who start talking as if 

they maybe a Docetic, Gnostic, or antichrist…(these types of 
mindsets) 

• PISTEUETE is in the present imperative, which may suggest 
the gullibility of the brethren, It could read (stop believing 
every spirit) 

• We know that love is to believe all things (1 Cor. 13:7) but we 
know it does not mean believe all things when it comes to 
truth. We have to have the ability and knowledge to test what 
people say about the word of God 

• Our test is 3:23, 24 



Detecting False Teachers (4:1-3) 

• This word test, literally means to see whether or not 
something is genuine, to deem worthy. It was used to 
test metals, such as gold. 
– All Christians are called upon to do this testing 

– To accomplish this test there must be some objective 
standard ( Verses 2-3; 2:24) 

– There must be a methodology (test against the apostles 
doctrine (Acts 2:42; Galatians 1:6-9) 

• Spirit-  is a synecdoche referring to false teachers. So 
when John says to test their spirit, he is referring to 
inner part of man, test their mind and heart. 

 



Detecting False Teachers (4:1-3) 

• Testing prophets was nothing new 

• Deuteronomy 18:20-22 

• Jeremiah 28:9 

• Jesus foretold the false prophets coming 

– Matthew 24:11, 24 

• Paul warned Elders to watch out for false 
prophets that would come from within and 
without (Acts 20:29-30; 2 Peter 2:1-2) 



Detecting False Teachers (4:1-3) 

• 2: By this you know the Spirit of God; every spirit that 
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from 
God;  

• John is making an argument against the antichrists that 
were going around; obviously not every person who 
confesses Christ, is obeying Christ (Matthew 7:21-23) 

• The first test or proof a Christian needed to put a 
person by was the test of, their confession. 

• If they did not confess Christ as come in the flesh, 
automatically they were not to be trusted. They were a 
false prophet. 



Detecting False Teachers (4:1-3) 

• 3: and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not 
from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which 
you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already 
in the world 

• John is trying to get across to the Christians how 
important it was for them to know who was of the 
truth (of God) and who was a liar (the antichrist). If 
people start preaching things that seem contradictory 
to the word of God, than most likely it is 

• This teaching was already in the world. It was already 
the last hour, another proof on why it most likely 
means the Christian dispensation 



Comforting God’s People(4:4-6) 

• 4:You are from God, little children, and have overcome 
them; because greater is He who is in you than he who 
is In the world. 

• John is writing to Christians, what a complement to be 
called little children. First it shows John’s appreciation 
and relationship with them but we are supposed to 
become children in many ways (Matthew 18:3; 19:13-
14; Mark 10:15) 

• We have the spirit of God inside of us and it is greater 
than the spirit of the world (the devil). (Romans 8:11) 

• Great comfort comes in with knowing that God is on 
our side. (3:24) 



Comforting God’s People (4:4-6) 

• 5: They are from the world; therefore they speak 
as from the world, and the world listens to them 

• Why do false teachers have such a big following? 
They speak like the world and in doing so give the 
world what they want. (2 Timothy 4:3-4) 

• This is test number two. We can easily spot false 
teachers by what they say. 

• It is not hard to distinguish false teachers once 
you start comparing them to the words of the 
apostles (the word of God) (1 Corinthians 1:18-
25; Colossians 2:8-10) 



Comforting God’s People (4:4-6) 
• 6: We are form God; he who knows God listens to us; he 

who is not from God does not listen to us. By this we 
know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error 

• Sound familiar with John 10? 
• Test #3 are they teaching what Jesus taught? Are they 

teaching what the apostles taught? (Colossians 2:18) 
• This is one of our many proofs that the apostles were to 

be listened to when they were speaking from the Spirit 
of God (1 Cor. 2:6-13) 

• There are also the gentiles, who once knew God but 
rejected Him (Romans 1:21) 

• John’s words of comfort once again reign true, we can 
know the spirit of truth!! 



 


