
1 John 3:1-12 

Righteousness and Brotherly Love 



Introduction 

• John has already demonstrated the power of 
being in Christ. 

• John gives us a strong sense of hope, that we can 
know if we are a child of God, but this also means 
that we can know if we are a child of the devil. 

• Christ Jesus being righteous calls for 
righteousness from His followers. He wants us to 
be imitating Him and walking like Him. 

• John is going to plainly point out, that if you are 
not of God, you are of the Devil. There is only 2 
sides. 



God’s Love and Influence (1-3) 

• 1: See how great a love- John is getting us to stop 
and think about this love. This is not a love that 
can be easily dismissed. God has done something 
so extraordinary and so powerful that it needs to 
be something we think about. (Mark 13:1) 

• The Father has bestowed. Normally love of God is 
in verb for “God so loved the world” this is the 
only place in the New Testament where God 
actually bestows us with love, in the perfect tense 

• It is a stronger way of expressing the love of the 
father 



God’s Love and Influence (1-3) 

• That we should be called children of God- the love 
God bestowed on us, was the ability to be called 
his children, through the love of His Son. 

• He uses the word tekna- stresses the idea of 
natural kinship, not adopted children or he would 
have used the word hiuos 

• It is just as natural to be a child of God as it is to 
be a child of your own flesh and blood 

• It recalls to mind the passage in James 4:5 



God’s Love and Influence (1-3) 
• The World does not know us because it did not 

know Him- Lenski mentions “Let no child of God 
count of recognition of the world…” 

• Would we expect anything different? 
• You can not speak to someone of the world about 

spiritual things and expect them to appreciate 
what you are saying until they come to an 
understanding of God 

• This is where much of the name calling happens: 
bible thumper, judgmental, holy roller, and more 

• They may see you as different but not understand 
why 



God’s love and Influence (1-3) 

• 2: Beloved, now we are children of God- John 
is directing his attention the Christians and 
getting in their mind again, they can know 
that they are children of God. (1 Peter 1:4) 

• Our Body will be like Christ body after his 
resurrection. (Romans 8:29; Philippians 3:20-
21; 1 Corinthians 15:20, 42-44) 

• Being like Him, does not make us equal to Him 

 



God’s Love and Influence (1-3) 

• We cannot see God or Christ with our fleshly 
eyes (1 Timothy 6:16; John 1:18; 6:46; 1 John 
4:2) 

• There is coming a time, when we will be like 
Him and see Him. (Revelation 21:22-27) 

• Who are those who will see God?  

– Matthew 5:8; Hebrews 12:14/Titus 2:12 

 



God’s Love and Influence (1-3) 

• 3: Everyone who has this hope fixed on Him 
purifies himself, just as He is pure (Hebrews 
12:1-2; 1 Peter 1:15-16;2 Corinthians 11:1-3) 

• God is the God of hope (Romans 15:12), 
therefore we can have abundant hope (1 
Timothy 4:10; 5:5) 

 

 



Sin’s Origin and End (4-9) 

• 4: Everyone who practices sin also practices 
lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness- John says 
there are only two types of people; those who 
practice righteousness and those who do not. 

• The definition of sin, is lawlessness. lawlessness is 
sin. Lawlessness is not doing God’s word. 
Christianity is not defined but what we don’t do 
but why what we do, do. 

• Lawlessness is not the result from sin but it the 
essence of sin. (Matthew 7:21-23) 



Sin’s Origin and End (4-9) 

• The context clearly shows that sin is 
incompatible with Jesus and the begotten 
ones.  

• 1. Because of sin’s nature of lawlessness 

• 2. Because of Christ’s nature of sinlessness 

• 3. Because of sin’s source, the devil 

• 4. Because of sin’s end, destruction 



Sin’s Origin and End (4-9) 

• 5: You know that He appeared in order to take away 
sins - All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of 
God. Jesus came for that purpose, to bring us back to 
God. (Luke 19:10; Matthew 1:21; John 1:29) 

• The verse implies you have to be in Him, to have your 
sins to be taken away (Galatians 3:27-29)  

• and in Him there is no sin- Literally, “and sin in Him 
there is not,”  word order is important here. It places 
emphasis on “sin” and asserts such sin is absent totally 
from Christ. 2 Corinthians 5:21 

• Why is there no sin in Jesus? 1 John 2:1 



Sin’s Origin and End (4-9) 

• 6: No one abides in Him sins- We cannot be in 
Jesus and sin. Romans 5:21-6:1-2 

• no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him- 
When a sin has manifested itself into being 
called sin in the eyes of God, we no longer see 
God or know God (Hebrews 10:27; 1 John 
1:6). John is speaking to the Gnostics who 
think that they can sin and not be punished 
because of their knowledge. 



Sin’s Origin and End (4-9) 

• 7-8: Little children, make sure no one deceives 
you; the one who practices righteousness is 
righteous, just as He is righteous; 8 the one who 
practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has 
sinned from the beginning. The Son of God 
appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of 
the devil 

• There is no guess to who is of who. Those who 
are righteous are from God, those who are not 
are from the devil. John sets the record straight 
on that point. 



Sin’s Origin and End (4-9) 

• The works of the devil from the beginning seem to 
imply the sin in the garden; but God had His plan in 
place before the creation of the world (Ephesians 1:3-
5). 

• God knew we were going to need Jesus before even 
the first sin had occurred. 

• Jesus came into this world to mend the relationship we 
lost in the garden. That was His purpose! Jesus 
destroyed the works of the devil when He was raised 
form the dead (1 Corinthians 15:1-4, 54-56; Ephesians 
4:8; 2 Timothy 2:10; Hebrews 2:14) 



Sin’s Origin and End (4-9) 

• 9: No one who is born of God practices sin, because His 
seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of 
God 

• Born is not the best word here, Begotten is the better term 
in the ASV. It is not of a birth from a women but the 
procreation (to beget or bring forth) of man, when one 
turns to God 

• Does not sin, is in the present indicative sense, it carries 
forth the idea of not continuing in sin. 

• We fight the desire to sin everyday. When we sin, we do 
not remain in that sin (i.e. practice) because we know what 
remaining in that sin can do for our walk with God. (1 John 
1:6) 
 
 



Sin’s Origin and End (4-9) 

• We have the seed of Christ to help us. What is that 
seed? Several options: (Many take option number 2) 

• 1. The seed being the word of God 
– Luke 8:11; Colossians 3:16; 1 Peter 1:23; James 1:18 

• 2. Seed could refer to the new life we as Christians 
receive. This new life is separate from just knowledge 
of the word 
– 2 Corinthians 5:17; Romans 6:3-6; 6:11-13; Galatians 6:15; 

John 3:1-5; Ephesians 4:23-24; Col. 3:10; Titus 3:5 

• 3. Seed refers to the Holy Spirit 
– Acts 2:38; 1 Cor. 6:19-20; Rom. 8:9; Titus 3:5; Eph. 1:13-14 



The Test of Brotherly Love (10-12) 
• 10: By this the children of God and the children of the 

devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice 
righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not 
love his brother 

• John repeats himself again, this time for the purpose of 
equating brotherly love with not sinning. 2:9-11; 3:10b-
24; 4:7-21 

• 11-12:This is the message that was taught from the 
beginning. Obviously people were not taking the love of 
the brethren seriously and therefore it was a constant 
theme of John’s. Can’s act of evil was because he failed 
to see his brother Able as a child of God and worth 
loving 


