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The Righteous Church Stems from Righteous Individuals! 

James 5:13-20 

Introduction: 

1. When thinking of church growth we normally tend to think of programs and activities to promote growth 

2. There is some importance to James saving these verses towards the end. A good way to grow a righteous 

church is to have righteous individuals who are living a life worthy of the gospel. 

3. A righteous congregation is one that works together as individuals trying to live righteously 

4. This is a very circular idea, the church grows when individuals grow and individuals tend to grow when the 

church grows. It happens at the same time. We are not speaking about numbers but spiritual growth! 

5. James is going to give 3 different problems that individuals can face and then shows how the church can help 

Discussion: 

I. Suffering (13) 

A. Is anyone among you suffering?  Pray 

 1. The Prophets went to the source of comfort, God (2 Corinthians 1:3) 

 2. God brings about wisdom in response to prayer (James 1:5) 

B. Is anyone among you cheerful?  Sing Praises (Colossians 3:16) 

 1. God is involved in both; Sing Praises to God and Pray to God 

C. What are we as the church to do along with them? 

 1. 1 Corinthians 12:25 

 2. 2 Corinthians 1:4, 5 

II. Sickness (both physically and spiritually) (13-18) 

 A. Call the elders 

  1. The Elders shepherd the flock, one of their jobs is to look over those who are sick 

  2. Oil was used to give a blessing of good health or status (The priest would be anointed with oil) 

  3. Sometime oils were used for minor medicinal uses (Luke 10:34) 

B. The Prayer in faith 

 1. This could be both miraculous and non-miraculous 

 2. Most likely, miraculous here because of the immediacy of the healing 

 3. It must be a believing prayer (whether miraculous or not) (James 1:5-6)  

 4. Elijah was not some “super believer in God” He just believed in the power of God 

C. The effective prayer of a righteous man accomplishes much (NASB) (the church’s part) 

 1. It seems that those who are righteous have a more effective prayer 

 2. Hence calling in the elders (they must be righteous to meet the qualifications) 

 3. That is why we rely on Christians to pray for us, in the eyes of God, it is more effective 

 4. Confess our sins to one another, so that you may be healed  

III. Straying (19-20) 

A. How does one stray from the truth? 

 1. Galatians 6:1a 

 2. James 1:14-15 

B. What can the church do? 

 1. Turn them back 

  a. John 8:32; 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

  b.. Acts 8:22-24 (interesting, Simon asks for prayers from Peter, a righteous man) 

 2.  Save his soul from death and cover their sins 

  a. 1 Corinthians 5:5; Jude 22, 23 

  b. 1 Peter 4:8; Colossian 3:14 

Conclusion:  

1. Do we want to have a righteous congregation, here in Meadville? 

2. It takes righteous individuals, working together to maintain a righteous congregation 

3. Christ gave us a perfect church, full of imperfect people but we are still family! (Rob Thompson) 

4. We are the body of Christ and we need to take care of that body. Jesus died so we might have life! 


