
Jesse Nelsen, March 10, 2013 

God Expects Us to Do What is Best, Not Just What is Good 

Introduction: 

1. In life we have many different decisions and choices. Sometimes in our decision making we can come to a 

point where that are more than one right option. So how do we choose? 

2. Does God really expect us to choose between, not only what is right and what is wrong?; but also what is 

good and what is best? 

3. Do we allow the distractions in life, which may be good things to do, get in the way of doing what is best? 

 

Discussion: 

 I. Distractions that Satan Will Use. 

 A. With Martha it was doing chores and daily things that needed to be done (Luke 10:38-42) 

  1. Hospitality is commended in the Bible (Hebrews 13:1) 

  2. Look how Lot viewed hospitality (Genesis 19:6-8) 

  3. Screw Tape Letter- Illustration 

 B. With others it is reputation and recognition 

  1. Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-10) 

  2. Barnabas did exactly what they did but did not lie about it (Acts 4:36-37) 

  3. They turned an opportunity to do good into their downfall 

 C. With others it is the desire for possessions 

  1. Rich young ruler (Matthew 19:16-26) 

  2. It is not wrong to have possessions or wealth, but if those possessions interfere with your  

  devotion to God, then we need to sell them 

  3. Do we have possessions that we put more time into, rather than to God? 

 

II. Distractions cause one to lose focus of what is BEST! 

 A. Chores caused Martha to forget about listening to God’s word 

  1. Martha even thought Mary was doing wrong by not helping her 

  2. Listening to Jesus was more important than the mundane chores of life 

 B. Recognition caused Ananias and Sapphira to forget about doing good for the right reasons 

  1. What they did was a good thing, their reasoning for doing it was not and it caused them to lie 

  2. What if they had not lied but had the same attitude (Matthew 6:1-7) 

 C. The Rich young Ruler’s desire for wealth caused him to forget about complete devotion to God 

  1. One cannot serve God and Wealth (Matthew 6:24) 

  2. Master- Kurios- owner or slave master. You cannot faithfully have two slave owners 

 

III. What Benefits do We Receive from Doing our BEST!! 

 A. If Martha did as Mary did, she would have chosen the good part, which shall not be taken away 

  1. Mary received the word of God (vs 39) and it would not be taken away from her 

  2. Daily activities and chores will soon pass away but the word of God will never pass away 

  3. Jesus was about God’s work (John 5:19; Luke 2:49) 

  4. When we are about God’s work, we abide in His love (John 15:1-10) 

 B.  Do Good for goodness sake 

  1. 2 Timothy 2:10-15 

  2. 2 Timothy 4:7-8 

 C. We will be rewarded for giving our all to Christ 

  1. The Rich Young ruler could have had eternal life (cf. Matt. 19:16, 21-22) 

  2. Matthew 6:33-34 

Conclusion: 

1. God does not want you wasting your life with doing what good, but he wants you striving to do His will 

2. We cannot be a friend of God’s and a friend of the worlds. Friends we spend time with and get to know. 

3. Who do you spend more time with? Doing things of the world or doing things of God? 


