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Conversational Evangelism (Edwin Jones material) 

Colossians 4:5-6 
Introduction: 

1. Evangelism sometimes had a different connotation than what it once meant. We think door knocking or mission 

trips but that is not necessarily the case. Those can be used as a tool of evangelism but those do not define it. 

2. Flavil Yeakley defines evangelism like this: "Evangelism may be viewed as the process of influencing others in 

such a way that the Christ who lives in us, and our message, is established in the lives of other people." 

3. Evangelism—whether in sermons, classroom instruction, personal communication, or the mass media—is 

intended to influence attitudes, beliefs, and behavior of those who received the message” Edwin Jones 

 

Discussion: 

I. Create the Conversation 

 A. Proclamation of the Gospel- Kerousso “to announce, herald, proclaim” 

  1. Today it is more of a way to get noticed by the community 

  2. It can only take you so far. 

 B. Proclamation has it purposes and limitations 

  1. It is most effective when you are proclaiming to God-fearing people (Acts 2:7; 10; 13:42-46) 

  2. It is has limited affect to those who do not have that same fear (Acts 17:32-34) 

  3. It is a hit and miss way of evangelizing but it does allow the creation of conversation and that  

  is our purpose as the congregation. We need to be creating the conversations! 

II. Control the Conversation (Greg Koukl) 

A. What does that look like? 

 1. When teaching and talking to individuals we need to make sure that we take control of the 

 conversation, so that it goes to a particular destination, that being, the saving of a person’s soul 

 2. We need to ask two questions, with every argument or discussion point brought up. This leads 

 to the appreciation for Bible authority. 

 B. “What did you mean by that?” (Gives you information on what they think) 

  1. It immediately engages the non-believer in an interactive way 

  2. It flatters the person because it shows genuine interest in his or her view 

  3. It forces the person to think about the meaning of his/her own view  

  4. It gives you valuable information about their exact position 

  5. It puts that person in the defensive allowing you to have control over the conversation  

 C. “How did you come to that conclusion?” (Gives you information on why they think) 

  1. “Whoever makes the claim bears the burden.” If they make a claim they must support why. 

  2. If they make a claim, we do not have to support “why not”, they have to support “why” 

  3. We need to stop giving people free rides and make them pay for their views. 

  4. Some have never thought through their views and this could be an open door in their lives 

III. Complete the Conversation 

 A. Affirmation of the Gospel 

  1. After establishing a congregation, Paul established and equipped the congregation and then we  

  would think Paul would exhort them to personal evangelism 

  2. Such exhortations are not found, but we see a different emphasis—Christ-likeness 

 B. Christ-likeness 

  1. Romans 8:29; 1 Cor. 2:16; Galatians 2:20; 4:19; Ephesians 3:16-17; 4:11-16; Phil 2:5 

  2. The church, like Israel, is to be the outpost of God on earth (1 Cor. 6:19-20; 1 Peter 2:5) 

 C. God’s plan for “evangelism” for an established church/Christian 

  1. 1 Peter 3:15; 2 Tim 2:2; 1 Cor. 15:1-4 (Eongelion- the good news) 

  2. When people see our Christ-like life, they ask questions and we must be able to answer! 

 

Conclusion: 

1. Proclamation and Affirmation Evangelism needs to work hand in hand in the life of a Christian 

2. Evangelism is not for a few but it is for all. It is summed up by “Tell people why you are a Christian” 

3. Jesus came and gave us the ultimate example of conversational evangelism, let’s be like Christ and we will grow! 


