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Baptism for the Dead? 

1 Corinthians 15:29 

Introduction: 

1. Many have taken this verse in isolation to prove that there is a baptism for the dead. 

2. In doing so, a person must reject sound principles of interpretation and therefore can misuse any passage of 

scripture in isolation 

3. We need to look at the biblical context to figure out what this could mean and also what it cannot mean. 

Discussion: 

I. The Immediate Context 
 A. The Verse: 1 Corinthians 15:29 

  1. It is highly unlikely that Paul would just throw out a complete theological statement that  

  seems to contradict with scripture and give no evidence or back up to the statement 

  2. Many seem to think that the translators put the question mark in the wrong space. Many seem  

  to think the “?” should be after baptized. So it would read, “Otherwise, what will those do who  

  are baptized? For the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why then are they baptized?” 

  3. The same way Paul singled out those who thought there was no resurrection, he singling out  

  another group who even baptize people for the dead (It was a possible practice in Corinth). 

  4. He took even that obscure practice and showed that is no good either, Paul does not support  

  the statement, He is writing a letter in response to questions people had (1 Corinthians 7:1). 

 B. Parallel Passage 

  1. The Mormons use 1 Peter 3:18-19 

  2. Jesus preached through Noah 1 Peter 3:20 

  3. Jesus preached through Paul (Ephesians 2:17; Acts 9:15) 

  4. Those spirits were in prison (hades) when Peter wrote the epistle, not when Noah preached. 

Transition: The immediate Context does not help us determine if there is an actual baptism for the dead or not.  

II. The Surrounding Context 

 A. Paul was trying to get across the importance of each and every individual’s personal faith 

  1. 1 Corinthians 15:1-2 

  2. Paul clearly states that belief comes after preaching (1 Corinthians 15:11) 

 B. Paul is singling out a group of Christians who do not believe in the resurrection 

  1. 1 Corinthians 15:12 

  2. Paul is emphasizing the fact that if there is not resurrection than our faith is worthless 

  3. Paul specifically mentions the ones who “died in Christ” (vs.18) 

Transition: The Surrounding Context helps clarify some matters but we need to look to the rest of scripture for 

principles that can help determine whether or not “baptism for the dead” is a principle Paul was teaching. 

III. The Remote Context 

 A. Teaching of Salvation in the New Testament 

  1. First, each person will be judged for their own sins (2 Corinthians 5:10; Ezekiel 18:20) 

  2. Baptism goes hand in hand with repentance and belief (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16) 

  3. One must have faith to be saved (Ephesians 2:8) 

  4. One can only receive faith through the hearing of the word (Romans 10:17) 

  5. One must confess Jesus as Christ (Matthew10:32-33; Romans 10:10) 

 B. A Persons position after death cannot change 

  1. A person is judged where they will be for eternity after death (Hebrews 9:27) 

  2. We know a person cannot cross the great gulf separating paradise and torment (Luke 16:26) 

Conclusion: 

1. We can determine by deductive reasoning that Paul was not saying a person could be baptize for the dead 

2. A proper conclusion by all the evidence is found in Ephesians 2:5; we get baptize for our dead spiritual state 

3. Paul was using the metaphor of “death” to relate what we are being baptized for, to receive life. 

4. Because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we are baptized for our state of spiritual death into spiritual life! 


