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Providence of God- Joseph 

Genesis 50:20 

Introduction: 

1. Providence is one of those words where it can bring both comfort and uneasiness. 

2. Knowing that God is all knowledgeable, we as finite individuals cannot completely comprehend that. 

3. God has a plan and is going to accomplish His plan through His providence 

4. Providence comes from the Latin word providere and means to foresee, to perceive in advance, to note 

beforehand, to know or think about in advance 

5. Joseph makes a statement in Genesis 50:20, that goes to show God meant for all the things to happen to 

Joseph to preserve the people of God. We are going to explore all the things that happened to Joseph and see 

how it connects with this verse. 

 

Discussion: 

I. His Early Life (Genesis 37) 

 A. Joseph was loved by his father more that all Jacobs sons. (37:3-4) 

  1. It caused resentment between Joseph and his brothers.  

  2. God gave Joseph dreams’ that showed how his brothers and father would bow down to Joseph 

  3. His brothers hated him even more (37:5, 8, 11) 

 B. God preserves Joseph’s  

  1. When the brothers wanted to kill Joseph, Reuben said “shed no blood” (22) 

  2. As the brothers left Joseph for dead in the pit, Judah doesn’t want to kill Joseph but sell him  

  (25-28) 

 C. Joseph’s dream from God was taking form. 

  1. For Joseph to be over his brothers and fathers, he needed to be in Egypt 

  2. God in His providence brought Joseph to Egypt to be able preform God’s will 

  3. God did not leave Joseph even in Egypt, He continue with Joseph 

II. His Life in Captivity (Genesis 39) 

 A. The Lord was with Joseph in Potiphar’s house (37:36; 39:1-6) 

  1. Genesis 39:2 

  2. The reason Joseph became a successful man is because of God 

 B. The Lord was with Joseph in Jail 

  1. Genesis 39:19-23 

  2. Whatever Joseph did, God made him prosper 

 C. God did not forget about His plan 

  1. God gave Joseph the ability to interpret dreams so that he may be recognized by Pharaoh  

  (41:14-16, 25) 

  2. Once Joseph interpreted Pharaoh’s dream and gave a plan about the famine, Pharaoh knew  

  that God was with Joseph and made ruler over all Pharaoh’s house (41:37-45) 

III. His Life in Command Over all of Egypt 

 A. Joseph names both of his sons in recognition what of God has done for him. 

  1. Manasseh- God has made me forget all my trouble and all my father’s household (41:51) 

  2. Ephraim- God has made me fruitful in the land of my affliction 

  3. Joseph knew that he would not be in that position without the providence of God 

 B. God sent Joseph to Egypt to preserve the life of God’s chosen people (45:1-13) 

  1. Jacob and his entire family was allowed to live in Egypt and have the best of the land (16-28) 

  2. God does not go back on His promise to the seed of Isaac (46:1-4; 50:15-26) 

 

Conclusion: 

1. The providence of God is very well seen in the life of Joseph 

2. God had a plan to make Abraham’s seed a great nation and God was going to see His plan through 

3. The providence of God literally is God seeing His plan to the end and making sure it is accomplished. 


