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Providence of God- Pharaoh 

Genesis 15:14 

Introduction: 

1. The Providence of God is: God has a plan and God is going to make sure that plan is carried out. 

2. Pharaoh was the new king over Egypt but did not know Joseph and all the events of Joseph (about 270 years) 

3. We are going to look at the statement by God, “I will harden his heart so that he will not let the people go” 

 

Discussion: 

I. God’s Plan 

 A. God was going to bring the children of Israel out of Egypt 

  1. Exodus 3:6-17; 21-22; Genesis 15:14 

  2. God was going to make them a great nation (Exodus 3:21-22) 

 B. Pharaoh was going to be stubborn 

  1. Exodus 3:19-22 

  2. So who hardened Pharaoh’s heart, God or Pharaoh? Both 

II. Pharaoh’s Hardened Heart 

 A. God said He would Harden Pharaoh’s Heart 

  1. Exodus 4:21 

  2. Exodus 7:3-5 

 B. Pharaoh hardens His own heart 

  1. Pharaoh makes the work harder for the people of Israel (Exodus 5:3-9) 

  2. After the sign of the staff, Pharaoh hardens his own heart because of his stubbornness (Ex.  

  7:13-14) 

  3. When the Nile was turned into blood, Pharaoh hardened his own heart (Ex. 7:20-22) 

  4. After the relief of the frogs, Pharaoh hardened his own heart (Ex. 8:13-15) 

  5. It seems God used the magicians to play a part in Pharaoh’s hardened heart (Ex. 8:18-19) 

  6. Pharaoh hardens his heart once again after the locusts (Ex. 8:30-32) 

  7. Pharaoh Harden’s his own heart during the great pestilence (Ex. 9:6-7) (Plague #5) 

 C. God Hardens Pharaoh’s heart 

  1. It is not until Plague #6, with the boils, that God hardens Pharaoh’s heart (Ex. 9:12) 

  2. It seems Pharaoh hardened his own heart on plague #7 but most likely it was God from here  

  on out (Ex. 10:1-2; 19-20; 27; 11:10) 

  3. The Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart to chase the Egyptians after their release (Ex. 14:1-4) 

  4. The Lord does not harden Pharaoh’s heart until after Pharaoh hardened his own heart.   

  (2 Thessalonians 2:11-12) 

III. God’s Plan Prevails 

 A. God makes them a great nation by plundering Egypt 

  1. Exodus 12:35-36 

  2. They would not have had the favor with the people without the hand of God 

 B. God takes them up out of Egypt and deliverance them into the wilderness 

  1. Exodus 14:13-14 

  2. God’s power is going to be demonstrated through His providential care 

   a. Exodus 14:4, 18 

   b. Exodus 14:26-31 

   c. Joshua 21:43-45 

 

Conclusion: 

1. God’s providence was the only thing that allowed Israel to succeed both in the time of Joseph and Moses 

2. God used Pharaoh because of his stubborn nature to show the power of God and deliver Israel from bondage 

3. We rely on the providence of God and know that God will keep every promise he has given us. 


