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5 Statements of What Paul’s Faith did for Him 

2 Corinthians 4:13-18 

Introduction: 

1. What is faith? What can it do for Christians? Is it just belief or is it a lifestyle? Can it bring comfort? 

2. We sing the song “living by faith” but what does that mean?  

3. We are going to look at 5 statements Paul makes to let us know what his faith did for him. 

 

Discussion: 

I. It Gave Paul His Message (13) 

 A. It gives all believers the same message. 

  1. Paul says the things which are written is where His faith comes from (Rom. 10:17) 

  2. Jude 3; 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 B. The message that Paul believed in is the message He spoke 

  1. We know Paul spoke nothing but what the Lord had given him to write (1 Cor. 1:3, 2:10-16) 

  2. Since Paul believed the message, he spoke the message. (Psalm 119:103) 

II. It Gave Paul His Assurance (14) 

 A. Faith in the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

  1. Knowing-oida- the force and meaning of something which has definite meaning 

  2. The knowledge and the power of the resurrection of Jesus Christ gives him his assurance 

 B. Faith in the Christians resurrection 

  1. The same power that was able to raise Jesus will raise us 

  2. 1 Corinthians 15:16-17, 20-28 

III. It Gave Paul His Endurance (15) 

 A. Everything Paul did was for the sake of people’s souls 

  1. He did not allow the things to get in the way of his teaching the gospel 

  2. He made himself uncomfortable in order to comfort others 

 B. God is being thanked and glorified 

  1. Endurance is the name of the game for Christians and God is glorified through the endurance 

  2. Knowing that the end result is greater than the current distress, we thank God for hope. 

IV. It Gave Paul His Strength (16-71a) 

 A. Paul was not going to lose heart 

  1. Paul looked beyond the physical life and he drew his strength from that 

  2. He was growing spiritually and closer to God, nothing physical could keep him down 

 B. He considered it a momentary light affliction 

  1. 2 Corinthians 11:23-28 

  2. Paul went through more than most will ever and it was a momentary light affliction. 

V. It Gave Paul His Victory (17-18) 

 A. That “momentary light affliction” comes with a prize 

  1. Paul knew the sufferings he was going through would be rewarded one day 

  2. “glory beyond all comparison.” Nothing compares to that which awaits a faithful Christian 

 B. Look to the eternal not the temporal 

  1. So many give up their eternal homes in heave for a “momentary good life” 

  2. Esau gave up his inheritance for a cup of soup 

  3. Paul was not going to give up heaven for a comfortable life here on this temporal earth 

 

Conclusion: 

1. The question we need to ask ourselves is, “does out faith do the same for us as it did for Paul” 

2. Are we willing to make the sacrifices here on this earth to receive and imperishable crown? 

3. Jesus came and gave us the opportunity to have such a faith. It will come at a cost, it may be uncomfortable, 

it may be unpopular to live the Christian lifestyle; but it won’t it be worth the sacrifice? 

4. An eternal home in heaven awaits the faithful, is your faith strong enough to endure the things Paul endured? 


