
Jesse Nelsen May 26, 2013 AM 

Providence of God- The Elect 

Ephesians 1:3, 4; Romans 8:29 

Introduction: 

1. If I were to tell you that those who made a score of 90/100 or better were those who were elected to get an A, 

would you think I actually chose those who received an A or not? 

2. God in similar fashion has “chosen” or “elected” those whom would be saved by giving certain criteria. 

3. In this lesson, we will look at three words, “chosen,” “elect,” and “predestined” in context for the true 

meaning of these words. 

Discussion: 

I. The Word Elect and Predestination 

 A. Ephesians 1:4-Eklegomai-to pick or to choose out for one’s self. 

  1. John 13:18, context of 16-21. Jesus chose the disciples yet one choose to betray Him 

  2. John 15:16, 19-in the context of 1-15. Jesus did hand pick His disciples but they could choose 

  to keep or not keep his commands (10-12).  

  3. 1 Corinthians 1:27-28 

  4. James 2:5, being poor would help one’s chance in receiving the gospel; obviously not all poor 

  have been or will be saved 

 B. 1 Thessalonians 1:4- Ekloge- the act of picking out or choosing 

  1. In context those who a work of faith, labor of love, and steadfastness of hope in Jesus 

2. Romans 9:11, in context of 6-10:3. Children of flesh (6) pursue it by faith (30), did not 

subject themselves to the righteousness of God (10:2-3).  

 C. Romans 8:29, 30- proorizo- to predetermine, decide before hand 

  1. It would be those who conform their image to Christ  

  2. Acts 4:28- It was in God’s providence for Jesus to die the way He did. Context of 23-32. 

  3. 1 Corinthians 2:7- Verses 8, 9 says it is prepared for those who love Him. 

  4. Ephesians 1:5- in context of 3-14. Those in Jesus (7) have redemption through His blood 

  5. Ephesians 1:11- in context of 3-14. Those who hope in Christ (12)…those who believed  

  after listening to the gospel (13) 

Transition: So the question is how does a person know that they are of the elect? It is the same way a person 

knows if they are an A student. They got above a 90 average. It is those who fit the qualifications 

II. Those who are Predestined  

 A. How are they chosen? 

  1. God chose from the beginning of the world those who would be saved (2 Thess. 2:13-14) 

  2. Christians are called by the gospel  The Father draws them by teaching (John 6:44-45) 

3. Those who hear the word and truly knock and seek; the door will be open to them (Matthew 

7:8) 

 B. So who are the elect? 

  1. Those that receive the gospel and enter into Christ Jesus and keep the commands of God 

  2. Those that conform to image of Christ 

  3. Those who have a work of faith, labor of love, steadfastness of hope in Christ Jesus 

4. This can be summed up with the 1 John 1:7 and Ephesians 5:1, those who walk in the light and 

are imitators of God  

Conclusion: 

1. Many think that because God gave man free-will to choose God or choose not God; it somehow takes away 

from the power of God. On the contrary it shows God’s true nature. God is a God of Love, He is love. 

2.; He wants to be loved and He allows us to choose to love Him or not love Him. If God did pick and choose 

those who are saved, then God would no longer be love but a respecter of persons and need not to be followed 

by free-will beings because it would not matter anyway. 

3. God so loved the world that He sent Jesus to die for the world. God desires no man to be lost, so He would 

not choose a person for death, giving them no chance to choose Him. We all have a choice, which makes us the 

elect because we fit the qualifications to be called the elect. We also have a part to play in the election 


