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The Collection for the Saints 

1 Corinthians 16:1-4 

Introduction: 

1. Paul ended chapter 15, by saying “always abound in the work of the Lord.” He is about to show them how. 

2. Paul is going to give the saints the guidelines for how they were to support different works (needy saints). 

3. Even with that said Paul is going to give some good principles on giving for us today. 

Discussion: 

I. Universal (1) 

 A. Now Concerning the Collection for the Saints 

  1. Paul is most likely answering a question they had about helping Jerusalem  

  2. Show the main emphasis on what the giving was for. This principle applies to all needy saints 

  3. When there is a need and a congregation can help, they should do a collection for that need 

 B. As I directed the churches of Galatia 

  1. Directed- to ordain, prescribe, or give the order 

  2. Paul uses other churches in his commands to show the principle to be universal (2 Cor. 9:2;  

  Romans 15:26) 

  3. There are other principles that may not be universal and Paul lets us know when (1 Cor. 11:16) 

  4. Churches of Galatia would include, Pisidia, Antioch, Iconium, Derbe, and Lystra (Acts 13:14- 

  14:23). These churches happened to be a part of Paul’s first missionary Journey. 

Transition: Paul makes the argument for the universality of giving but he does not presume this giving to stop 

because there will always be another need. (Preacher, missionaries, building, needy saints, widows, etc.) 

II. Continual (2) 

 A. On the first day of every week 

  1. kata mian sabbatoon 

  2. The Greek word kata, emphasizes every in the translation.  

  3. Lenski suggests, it could be read, “Sunday by Sunday” (First Corinthians, p. 759) 

 B. Other places where kata is used and means every 

  1. kata polin- every city 

  2. kata meena- every month 

  3. kata ekklesian- every church 

 C. As he may prosper 

  1. If one continues to prosper, one is expected to give 

  2. To whom much is given is much required (Luke 12:48) 

  3. This is in the context of being a faithful and sensible steward (Luke 12:42) 

Transition: God tells us to test Him in our giving and we will be blessed in return (Mal 3:8-10) 

III. Individual (2b-4) 

 A. Each one of you is to put aside and save 

  1. It is something that is saved and put aside from weekly earnings before the actual contribution 

2. It was to be of the first fruits (Proverbs 3:9; James 1:16-17; Leviticus 23:9-10) 

 B. So that no collections be made when I come 

1. There was a certain amount they had decided to give and it was up to each individual to meet 

that amount, collectively.  

2. The principle can be applied to a congregation that needs a certain budget to do the things the 

church wants/needs to do. It is up to the individuals collectively to reach that budget. 

3. 2 Corinthians 9:1-15 

Conclusion:  

1. One of the works of the church, is to give as we have been prospered to meet the needs of the church 

2. When doing our budget, what is the first predetermined number that we write down? (Most know their 

earnings from week to week basis and can set a predetermined rate) 

3.  When we hold back from God, we stop the potential of Him opening up Heaven and blessing us as a church. 


