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Paul’s Personal Plans 

1 Corinthians 16:5-12 

Introduction: 

1. At the end of Paul’s letters is when we can find the most out about Paul in his everyday life 

2. The church at Corinth was a pretty messed up congregation but Paul does not cast the out but he tries to teach 

them in love. He still makes time to go and visit and spend time with them in hopes to change their behaviors. 

3. We can learn from Paul and his planning of his time, on the priorities that we should have in our lives. The 

work of the Lord comes first, but there will be time to visit brethren who are in need. 

Discussion: 

I. Paul’s Arrival 

 A. He did not want to just pass through 

  1. Paul reminds them that he is coming because some did not think so (4:18) 

  2. Paul writing this letter from Ephesus, needed to pass through Macedonia first 

  3. Acts 20:1-3. Corinth is in Greece, and he stayed there 3 months. 

  4. One of the reasons that Paul wanted/needed to stay there so long was to help out Corinth 

  5. He had heard lots of bad news about them (1:11, 5:1, 6:1) and also they had questions (7:1) 

  6. Paul has deep concern for all the churches (2 Cor. 11:28), he invests himself in all the brethren 

 B. He had the Lord’s work to accomplish first 

  1. Paul never allowed his personal wants and desires, interfere with the work of the Lord 

  2. Wide Opened door is metonymy for opportunity. Wide being an opportunity Paul could not  

  turn down. It is so wide and obvious that it is a definite work of God. 

  3. Sometimes working for the Lord may be inconvenient because we have other things we want  

  to be doing, but Paul shows us what has more importance 

Transition: Paul was not the only person coming to visit the church. He wanted them to take the same care of 

Timothy and Apollos as they would him. 

II. Friends Arrival 

 A. Timothy 

  1. Paul seems anxious about Timothy going to Corinth because of all that he has heard about  

  them (1 Cor. 1:11-12) 

  2. Many seem to look down upon Timothy for his youth (1 Tim. 4:12) 

  3. Timothy seemed to be a very timid person (2 Tim. 1:7) 

  4. The brethren needed to be reminded that Timothy was a fellow worker for the Lord and  

  deserved the same respect as Paul 

  5. Despise- to think absolutely nothing about a person 

  6. Timothy should leave there with peace, and most likely support and travel supplies 

  7. Paul expected him with the brethren, most likely Erastus (Acts 19:22) 

 B. Apollos 

  1. Now concerning- it is the same way Paul answers there questions. Most likely, people were  

  asking about Apollos and his possible arrival. 

  2. He was one of the “preachers” Paul mentioned as being followed by men (1:11-12) 

  3. Apollos help the growth of the church in Corinth after Paul left (3:4-6; Acts 18:14-19:1) 

  4. Paul may have wanted Apollos to return to Corinth to talk with the people who favored him 

  5. Apollos may not have been able to go to Corinth right away, but Paul had great hopes that he  

  would come when he had opportunity 

  6. The Corinthians may have thought of Paul and Apollos as enemies, but Paul does not see it  

  that way and reassures them by saying, he even encouraged Apollos to go to them 

Conclusion: 

1. We can learn much from Paul’s letter to the church at Corinth, especially for his love and care for them 

2. The church at Corinth, would most likely be dis-fellowshipped today but Paul wanted to fix them, not cast 

them out 

3. Jesus came and died for all sinners, the gospel has the power to change them. We need to be like Paul. 


