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Church Discipline in the Midst of Persecution 
Introduction: 

1. In recent news, the Ridgedale church of Christ dis-fellowshipped a family for supporting their daughter 

publicly in getting benefits in a same-sex marriage 

2. We are going to discuss the proper course of action if such occurred here and if we would be willing to make 

the same decision. 

3. Let’s turn to the Bible and figure out the truth of the matter. 

 

Discussion: 

I. Was there a Sin Committed? 

 A. Romans 1:18-2:11 

  1. Proverbs 17:15 

  2. It is a sin to give approval to those who practice sin (1:32) 

  3. Even if it is family (Luke 14:26) 

 B. Hasn’t everyone sinned and fallen short of the glory of God? 

  1. 1 John 1:8 

  2. 1 John 1:9; 5:16-17; Hebrews 10:26-17- it is not about if a person commits sin, it is how a  

 person deals with their sin 

Transition: Once we determine that a sin was committed and one is unwilling to repent or confess of those sins, 

we must go through what  we now term “church discipline.” 

II. What needs to be done about that sin? (Especially public in nature) 

 A. Proper church discipline 1 Cor. 5:1 (public known sin) 

  1. Matthew 18:15-18; Gal. 6:1-2 (most people will confess during this time) 

  2. First step is to try and restore one in a spirit of gentleness. This takes time in most cases. 

  3. If they are unwilling, further action needs to be taken because we are supposed to forgive  

 those who repent  

 B. 1 Cor. 5:2 

  1. The arrogant, think that by condoning or not having kicked out the brother, that somehow they 

  are loving their brother. 

  2. The opposite should occur, mourning and getting them out of the assembly 

  3. Love is behind the discipline (if not then it is not right) 

 C. A judgment must be made (1 Cor. 5:3-4; Jude 17-25)) 

 D. It is for the best of the individual (1 Cor. 5:5) 

 E. It is best for the congregation (1 Cor. 5:6-8) 

 F. Those inside the church must be held to a higher standard (1 Cor. 5:9-13) 

Transition: We need to understand that “judging” and holding fellow Christians to God’s standard is not 

popular and will be looked down upon by those who claim to be Christians and those of the world. Are we 

ready to stand firm in God’s word no matter the “publicity” it may cause? 

III. Are we willing to stand firm in the truth of the gospel no matter the cost? 

 A. Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness (Matthew 5:10) 

  1. 1 Cor.16:13 “Be on alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong” 

  2. Philippians 1:27-30 

 B. If we are not willing to confess Jesus, He will not confess us to the Father 

  1. Matthew 10:32-39 

  2. Revelation 3:5 

  3. 1 Peter 1:3-9 

Conclusion: 

1. The time has come when Christians are being challenged more and more publicly, are we ready? 

2. The test of discipleship is not, “do we attend services when it is easy and convenient” but in the midst of 

persecution are we able to still follow God’s word?  

3. Jesus came and suffered much persecution for us, are we willing to suffer for Him? 


