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THE CHURCH IN LAODICEA 

(Rev.  3:14-22) 

Introduction: 

1. This evening we continue in our preaching series on the churches of Revelation.   

2. We are considering each church in regards to the criteria of the identification, the commendation, the 

condemnation, the proclamation, and the application. 

3. We have looked at the churches in Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, and Philadelphia; this 

evening we consider the last of the seven, the church in Laodicea. 

Discussion: 
 

I. The Identification. 

 A. Who they were. 

1. Laodicea was located between Philadelphia and Colossea.  It was a banking center, was 

the home of the richest of black sheep’s wool, and had a medical school that produced a 

widely used eye ointment (Phrygian powder).  All of this made Laodicea a very wealthy 

city.  So wealthy that when the city was destroyed by an earthquake in AD60 they rebuilt 

the city with no outside help from Rome. 

2.  It was one of the few cities that did not have its own water supply. They built an 

elaborate aqueduct from the hot springs of Denizili, and cold water from Collosea. By the 

time the water got there it was not hot or cold but lukewarm, with large deposits of 

calcium carbonate, which induced vomiting. 

2. The church in Laodicea may have been founded by Paul.  He certainly knew them and 

corresponded with them (Col. 2:1; 4:15, 16). 

 B. Who Jesus said He was. 

  1. The Amen.  The “it will be so” (Rev. 1:8, 11, 17; Heb. 13:8). 

  2. The Faithful and True Witness (cp. John 8:14). 

  3. The Beginning of Creation of God. 

a. Does this mean Jesus was a created being?  No, the word translated “beginning” 

is arche = the first person, and the first place-Thayer; cp. Col. 1:18. 

    b. Don’t forget what John himself wrote in his Gospel (John 1:1-3). 

 

II. The Commendation.    There is no commendation of the church in Laodicea. 

 

III. The Condemnation. 

 A. Their works were neither hot nor cold and made God sick. 

B. They were saying that they were rich (self-sufficient and without any need) but were wretched, 

miserable, poor, “blind”, and naked. 

 

IV. The Proclamation. 

A. Turn to Jesus for true gold (not from banks), white garments (not luxurious black), true eye 

opening (not eye slave from the medical school). 

 B. They were being rebuked and chastened (He still loved them!). 

 C. Be zealous and repent! 

 D. Jesus is calling and will dwell with those who answer. 

 E. Overcome!  And, be allowed to sit on the throne with Jesus. 

 

Conclusion: 
 

1. The Application. 

 A. We too can become lukewarm and sicken God. 

 B. We too can trust in ourselves instead of God. 


