
THE CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA 

(Rev.  3:7-13) 

 

Introduction: 

1. This evening we continue in our preaching series on the churches of Revelation.   

2. We are considering each church in regards to the criteria of the identification, the commendation, the 

condemnation, the proclamation, and the application. 

3. We have looked at the churches in Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, and Sardis; this evening we 

consider the church in Philadelphia. 

 

Discussion: 

I. The Identification. 

 A. Who they were. 

1. Located between Sardis and Laodicea, Philadelphis was founded in 159BC by King 

Eymenes of Pergamos in honor of his brother Attalus II.  There was a great love between 

the two and thus the name Phila (love) delphia (of brothers).   

2. It was destroyed by an earthquake in AD 17 and was rebuilt by the Roman Emperor 

Tiberius.   

 B. Who Jesus said He was. 

  1. He who is holy (1 Pet. 1:16; Lev. 11:44, 45; 20:7, 26). 

  2. He who is true (alethinos = not just in name but in reality; John 1:9; 14:6). 

3. He who has the key of David (He who has the authority that comes thru David, 2 Sam. 

7:16; Is. 22:22). 

  

II. The Commendation. 

 A. Jesus knew their works (source of constant, timeless comfort; cp. Matt. 28:20b). 

B. Jesus commended them for keeping His word and not denying His name despite having little 

strength (numbers?). 

 C. They had persevered (hupomone = remain under-Thayer) and Jesus loved them. 

  

III. The Condemnation.  There is no condemnation of the church in Philadelphia (cp. Rom. 8:1). 

 

IV. The Proclamation. 

 A. Jesus had placed an open door before them.   

  1. Opportunity to grow (1 Cor. 16:9)? 

  2. Salvation through Jesus (John 10:9)? 

B. Jesus would make the “Jews and are not” (cp. Rom. 2:28, 29) bow down before them as God’s 

chosen people (this and v11 are two reasons some think Revelation was written pre-AD70). 

 C. Jesus would keep them from “the hour of trial” that would come to test the whole earth. 

 D. Hold fast!  And, keep your crown (cp. Rev. 2:10; 2 Tim. 4:8). 

E. Overcome!  And, be made a pillar in the temple of God, and go out no more, have names of God, 

His holy city, and Jesus’ new name written upon them (ownership and possession!  Cp. Is. 62:2; 

Acts 11:26). 

 

Conclusion: 

1. The Application. 

 A. We have been given an open door. 

 B. We have many who claim we are not the church of God. 

 C. We may be small in strength but we too can be precious in Jesus’ sight! 

 D. We too can be kept from the trial that will come upon the whole world! 

2. Invitation. 


