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Grasshopper Faith 

Numbers 13; Deut. 1:28-40 
Introduction: 

1. Tonight we look to the story of the spies sent into the land, to examine their faith and what we can learn. 

2. Sometimes in the face of trial and adversity we see ourselves as grasshoppers before the situation. 

3. Our problem is that we are relying too much upon our own power and not the power of God. 

Discussion: 

I. God will Test Our Faith 

 A. God sent them to spy out the land He was going to “give” to them. 

  1. God plainly makes it clear in Numbers 13:1-2, in His instruction to Moses, that the land is  

  already theirs. Why did they need to spy it out? 

  2. Moses, in verse 17-20, sent them to see for themselves the land God has promised them. 

  3. God already told them He was going to give them a land of Milk and Honey (Ex 3:8, 17). 

 B. God will not tempt but the tests will come (1 Cor. 10:13; James 1:13-15). 

  1. The testing of our faith produces patience (James 1:3). 

  2. Deacons must first be tested (1 Tim 3:10). 

  3. There will be none that we cannot handle therefore we are to prove our faith (1 Pet 1:7-9). 

 

II. Grasshopper Faith 

 A. They only had faith in half of God’s promises. 

  1. They had faith in sight and what they could see (Num. 13:25-27; 2 Cor. 5:1-8). 

  2. They did not have faith in what God had asked them to do (28-29). 

 B. They made the problem bigger than it actually was (Deut. 1:28). 

  1. Sometimes when we see something in front of us, it looks bigger than what it actually is. 

  2. This is the benefit of backing up and getting the whole perspective. 

  3. God is in control.  

 C. They saw their problems as being bigger than God’s power (31). 

  1. They did not have the faith that God would fulfill His promises (Deut. 1:21; Heb. 10:23). 

  2. They did not understand how God could use them to overcome such a giant adversary. 

  3. God has given us many promises and He is faithful in them, do some today see their problems  

  as bigger than God’s power? 

   a. God said he would not allow us to be tempted beyond our ability (1 Cor. 10:13). 

   b. He said we could do all things through Christ (Phil 4:13). 

   c. If we ask anything in His name, according to His will, He will answer (1 John 5:14-15) 

   d. He said if we remain faithful unto death, He will give us the crown of life (James 1:12) 

 D. God Punished their lack of faith (Deut. 1:34-40). 

 

III. Strong Faith 

 A. Caleb and Joshua did not doubt (Numbers 13:30). 

  1. We shall surely go up into the land for we shall surely overcome it (James 1:5-8). 

  2. He knew the power and faithfulness of God. 

 B. Caleb knew they would overcome them. 

  1. In God, they could overcome anything God had told them to do. 

  2. We in Christ can accomplish everything God has told us to do as well. 

 C. Without faith it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6). 

  1. If we do not believe that God can accomplish what He said He would, we lack faith in Him. 

  2. We need to grow in our faith and trust in God, so we will be ready to accomplish, His will. 

Conclusion: 

1. How do we respond to commands God has given us? Like Caleb and Joshua or like the ten spies? 

2. A person with a Grasshopper faith puts their trust in themselves; a strong faith puts their trust in God. 

3. Peter tells us our faith will be tested by fire but there will be an outcome to our faith, salvation of our souls! 


