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The Household of Cornelius 

Acts 10-11 

Introduction: 

1. We continue our series of faithful households and one of the best examples of that is the house of Cornelius 

2. Cornelius is a very interesting and significant person in God’s word. He is the first gentile to be converted 

3. We are going to look at Cornelius who has not among the “chosen people” of God and yet still displayed 

great faith in God 

Discussion: 

I. The Character of Cornelius (1-8, 22) 

 A. He was not a Jew, yet he was a man who feared God, along with his household 

  1. Devout- religious, reverent, pious. This word was used for the relationship between worshiper  

  and the object being worshiped. 

  2. He feared God (Joshua 2:8-11) and was righteous before Him (22). 

 B. He spent time with devout people 

  1. 1 Corinthians 15:33 

  2. We need to spend more time with people who will help us in our faith in God, not the opposite 

 C. He spent time in prayer (2) 

  1. His prayers and offerings were heard by God 

  2. It seems as if he prayed many times and waited a long time for his prayers to be answered 

  3. He remained steadfast in prayer even, when maybe it seemed like God did not hear. 

II. The Readiness of Cornelius 
 A. He immediately sent people to Simon Peter (7-8, 32-33) 

  1. When he was told what to do, he was ready to fulfill God’s will 

  2. A faithful family is always searching for what God wants them to do and is ready to do it 

 B. He gathered all his family and close relatives to hear the gospel preached 

  1. When he knew a “preacher,” Peter was coming to town; he knew it was important enough to  

  invites close friends and family 

  2. He did not waste anytime inviting those whom he cared about most 

  3. He obviously was respected well enough by his family for them to come and listen 

III. The Faith of Cornelius 

 A. Cornelius believed in God 

  1. He prayed and when his prayers were answered, he responded 

  2. He knew God was going to work through Peter to teach the gospel, he gathered all his family  

  to listen 

  3. Interestingly enough, Peter with His vision with God, did not seem as trustworthy, he   

  questioned God at first. Cornelius did not 

 B. Cornelius obeys the command from Peter to be baptized 

  1. The gospel was taught to him and once he realized he needed to be baptized he was 

  2. He did not wait or think about it, he knew what they taught and he obeyed. 

 C. They wanted to hear more and spend time with Peter (10:48) 

  1. You didn’t have to force Cornelius to be around God’s people and listen to God’s message 

  2. He wanted Peter to stay more, most likely to hear more of the gospel message and to remain in 

  peter’s fellowship 

 E. The Faith of Cornelius spread (Acts 11) 

  1. 1 Thessalonians 1:3, 7-10 

  2. Our faith needs to be such that we live it out, so people can see the glory of God in our lives. 

 

Conclusion: 

1. God used a faithful man and his household to spread the news of God’s grace to the gentiles (11:18-26) 

2. It is interesting that after this event, is where they were first called Christians, the gospel was now for all 

3. We can learn many things from the household of Cornelius, let us use it and grow! 


