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The Household of Stephanas 

1 Corinthians 16:15-18 

Introduction: 

1. One of the most encouraging things to see in a church, is to see an entire family that dedicates themselves to 

the work of God 

2. The household of Stephanas is one of these households that have fully dedicated themselves to the work! 

3. We have many households in this church; maybe we can get some inspiration from Stephanas and his house! 

Discussion: 

I. Devoted themselves to the ministry of the saints 

 A. First fruits of Achaia 

  1. They were one of the one’s Paul remembered baptizing (1 Corinthians 1:16) 

  2. They were among the first to be added to the kingdom in Achaia, along with others (Rom  

  16:5; Acts 17:34) 

  3. Paul may have had to urge them to submit to the household of Stephanas because of the  

  division among the group in chapter 1. They most likely were seen as followers of “Paul” 

  4. First fruits, does not always mean the first in reference to order but also could represent the  

  first in relation to prominence. They may have been some of Paul’s better or more devoted  

  workers; or first in relation to a pledge for more to come. 

 B. The ministry of the saints 

  1. “Devoted”- to give oneself over to a continual or regular activity 

  2. “Ministry”- serving, waiting upon. Reference to the poor and afflicted saints; and helping  

  those who preached the gospel. (3 John 5-8, Gaius) 

II. They were hard workers 

 A. They help in work and labor 

  1. Helps in work- a working beside another, joins in the work   

  2. Labor- weariness as though one had been beaten, engages in work even though it may tiring,  

  inconvenient, and it may be painful 

  3. When there was work and labor to be done, the household of Stephanas was one you could  

  always count on, to be there and help (not necessarily talking about building clean ups, etc but  

  ministry to the saints and whatever that involved).  

 B. Be in subjection to such men 

  1. These are the types of men we should be in subjection too, ones who serve on the “front line” 

  2. We need to follow the lead of those who are working and try to imitate what they are doing 

  3. This is a “co-operation” and Paul is encouraging those who normally sit on the sidelines to  

  look at those who are working and get to work themselves 

  4. Those who are not working and leading by example, have not right to lead or be followed 

  5. It is more than an authoritative position but an “imitate me as I imitate Christ” position 

III. They knew how to encourage the brethren 

 A. Paul rejoiced over the coming of these men.  

  1. These were individuals that when you heard of their coming, you became glad 

  2. They knew how to provide encouragement and love to the brethren (Hebrews 10:24) 

 B. The supplied what was lacking 

  1. Supplied- To fill completely, to fill up an empty space, to make up for what was lacking 

  2. Lacking- a need, poverty, what was deficient 

  3. They were the type of men to see a need in people and were willing to take care of that need 

  4. You did not need to convince them to do it, they just did. They did it with joy and without  

  hesitation. In doing so they served Jesus! (Matthew 25:34-46) 

Conclusion: 

1. Paul saw the household of Stephanas, as a family that was wholly committed to the Lord. 

2. A family wholly committed to the Lord’s church is going to be a blessing wherever they go, in may ways! 

3. Can people see that same love and devotion in our families’ life? What are we doing to serve the Lord? 


