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Life of Christ- Rich Man and Lazarus (5 Minutes after death) 

Luke 16:19-31 

 

Introduction: 

1. Epicurus once said, “Death does not concern us, because as long as we exist, death is not here. And when it 

does come, we no longer exist.” 

2. In Job 14:7-14, Job questions what happens when a man dies, because he knows something happens, 

therefore we should be concerned about death. We should be preparing for it. 

3. Let’s take a look at the story of the rich man and Lazarus and see through the crack in the curtain, God has 

given to us. What takes place 5 minutes after death, where will we be, what will be going on, who will be there? 

 

Discussion: 

I. You will be conscience 5 minutes after death. 

 A. The Rich man was able to see Abraham and Lazarus. 

 B. He could feel and sense his surroundings (he wanted relief from his agony). 

 C. He was able to communicate (He speaks back and forth with Abraham). 

 D. He could feel emotion (He felt for his brothers). 

 E. He is able to reason (He went back and forth with Abraham). 

 

II. You will know your eternal fate 5 minutes after death. 

 A. Rich man was being tormented, he knew there was no help for him but his brothers still had a chance. 

 B. Lazarus was being comforted in the paradise (bosom) of Abraham (Galatians 3:29; Rom 4:16). 

 C. If they know their fate what is the purpose of the 2
nd

 Judgment? 

  1. Those who are living to know their eternal destination (1 Thess. 4:10-14). 

  2. To give account for the things we have done (Revelation 20:11-15). 

  3. We will learn why we are where we are (Matthew 24:34-46). 

 D. Judgment will be the official pronouncement and souls will be put in their perspective place. 

 

III. We will know people 5 minutes after death. 

 A. He knew Lazarus (Someone he already knew) 

 B. He recognized Abraham (someone he has never seen). 

  1. Transfiguration- Peter and James knew it was Moses and Elijah (Matthew 17). 

  2. There is something about that realm that allows us to recognize people. 

 C. Types of relationships will change (Matthew 22:23-33). 

 

IV. You will have memories of your life 5 minutes after death. 

 A. This could be the worst or best part of the existence in the after life 

  1. Abraham, said remember your life, you now suffer because of it. 

  2. Lazarus was comforted because of his life 

 B. The Rich man remembered his 5 brothers and their spiritual situations 

  1. Revelation 6:10- the saints under the altar cry out to God how long you wait to refrain from  

  judging those who were persecuting their Christian brothers. 

  2. Matthew 7:21-23 

 

Conclusion: 

1. Ecclesiastes 9:5 “For he living know that they will die” 

2. Since death is coming to all (Hebrews 9:27) and we know there is a judgment, we must be concerned about 

death. There is a story of a gravestone in Indiana (Illustration). 

3. Jesus came because he was concerned about our eternal resting place. He came to give all men a chance to 

believe in Him and have eternal life.  


