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The Life of Christ- Nicodemus 
Introduction: 

1. Review 

2. Nicodemus was a “good” Pharisee and is mentioned other places in John (7:50-51; 19:31). 

3. Context John 2:23-25. 

Discussion: 

I. Born Again (1-8) 

 A. Nicodemus was a Pharisee apart of the Sanhedrin  

  1. What was the Pharisee’s relationship to baptism?  

  2. Matthew 3:1-10- They were not coming for the purpose of repentance but just a physical act. 

  3. Luke 7:24-30- The Pharisees rejected God’s purpose and were not baptized by John. 

  4. Jesus was talking to Nicodemus who not accepted John’s baptism. 

 B. Born “Again” 

  1. Again (anothen)- literally means from above. “Born from above” 

  2. Jesus is emphasizing the spiritual nature of this new Birth and that it being from God. 

  3. Water and Spirit (John 4:24), it has always been the case of spirit and truth. 

 C. Kingdom of God (Heaven) 

  1. It sometimes refers to everything under God (Isaiah 37:16) 

  2. It refers to those of the saved from all dispensations (Luke 13:22-30) 

II. How can these things be? (7-15) 

 A. He was a teacher of Israel and did not understand 

1. The Pharisees had thought Jesus was going to come and set up and earthly, physical kingdom. 

2. When Jesus came to teach them Spiritual things, the teachers of the Law should have been the 

first to understand. They already had a “baptism” that allowed Gentiles into the Jewish Physical 

nation. 

 B. Earthly things verse Heavenly things 

  1. “We” is most likely John and Jesus at this point talking about “Physical” baptism can do  

  “spiritual” things, repentance, forgiveness, and entering into the kingdom of God. 

  2. Jesus could have told them more about His death, burial, and resurrection but even his   

  disciples did not understand about it until after it was complete. 

  3. So he gives him the example of Moses with the Bronze Serpent, He could understand that they 

  were physically healed but He could not understand the spiritual nature of baptism. 

III. Eternal Life (16-21) 

 A. God’s Purpose for Sending Christ 

  1. Jesus was sent to save the world (Gal. 4:4; Gen. 3:15; Gen. 12:1-4). 

  2. Consequently, the coming of Jesus also condemns those who do not believe in Him (18). 

  3. The Judgment will ultimately be separating the light from the dark; only in Christ is their light. 

 B. What is Belief? 

  1. Many have taken to believe that belief just means to acknowledge Jesus as Lord and Christ. 

  2. This is the furthest thing from the truth (Verse 20-21). 

  3. The one who practices (we get the word practitioner) truth is in the light (1 John 1:5-7). 

  4. So if you are not actively (time, energy) practicing truth, then you are automatically in the  

  darkness and the one who is in the darkness belongs to Satan (1 John 3:4-8). 

  5. So belief is more than just acknowledgment but doing the commands of God (Matt. 7:21-23;  

  John 14:15, 23, 24). 

Conclusion: 

1. God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world but consequently, those who do not accept 

Christ and walk in the truth are in darkness; salvation is not found in darkness. 

2. We are to preach message of good news and salvation not a message of condemnation, those who receive it 

will be saved and those who do not will be condemned. We need to preach the positive nature of the word rather 

than in the negative. Jesus did not come to condemn but to save. We need to preach to save and not condemn.  


