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The Life of Christ- The Cleansing of the Temple 

Introduction: 

1. Review 

2. Jesus was truly “God with us” and we see this in the cleansing of the temple 

 

Discussion: 

I. Some Old Testament Cleansings 

 A. Hezekiah (2 Kings 18-20)/Josiah (2 Kings 22-23) 

 B. Ezekiel  

  1. Chapter 8 is dealing with the great abominations that Israel had done. 

  2. Chapter 9 the lord separates the righteous (with a mark) from the unrighteous. He spares the  

  righteous remnant and the rest are going to die.  

  3. Chapter 10 is the glory of the Lord leaving the temple because of the great abominations. 

 C. Malachi  

  1. They had defiled the temple for the last time (Malachi 1:9, 10; 2:1-2, 10-12). 

  2. The “temple” still existed but was God really with their worship? (4:1-6). 

 

II. Jesus’ First Cleansing of the Temple 

 A. Temple was built in 20/19 BC 

  1. 46 years means that this was around AD 26/27. 

  2. He began his ministry about 30 (Luke 3:23) 

  3. This would coincide with Jesus being born around 5/6 BC 

 B. Defiling of the Temple (they made it a place of business) 

  1. Set up money changers (banks) to exchange and Roman or foreign money for Hebrew money  

  only, because the Jewish authorities required only Hebrew money to pay the temple tax. 

  2. So they charged the people to convert the money to pay the priests and then they charged the  

  priests to convert it back, it was a very lucrative position. 

  3. They also would have had unblemished lamb on hand just in case their inspections found fault  

  with those brought by the worshipers. 

 C. Cleansing the temple 

  1. Jesus turned over the tables and made a scourge of cords (a whip). 

  2. Jesus takes His Father’s temple, very seriously 

  3. Jesus called himself the temple of God (where God dwelt, i.e. God with us). 

  4. Interestingly enough, Jesus began and ended His ministry with cleansing the temple. 

 

III. We are the Temple of God  

 A. Individually 

  1. 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

  2. If we defile our temple we will be destroyed as well (Galatians 6:7-8; 2 Thessalonians 1:8, 9). 

 B. Congregationally 

  1. 1 Corinthians 3:10-17; 1 Peter 2:4-5; Ephesians 4:15-16; Hebrews 3:1-6 

  2. We ought not to make the temple of God a place of business or to make money 

  3. Even a little corruption can ruin the entire body (1 Corinthians 5) 

  4. If an assembly of saints, a local church, defiles itself God’s glory will depart from it (its lamp  

  stand shall be removed; cp. Rev. 2:5), and ultimately it will be destroyed (Matt. 7:21-23). 

 

Conclusion: 

1. God still “marks” those who are His (Eph. 1:13-14), the marked are those who glorify God with their entire 

being (1 Corinthians 6:20). Paul says, we have been bought with a price and no longer belong to ourselves. 

2. Like, our bodies that do not belong to us, neither does the church (even to elders). It is Christ’s church; He 

died for it, He established it, and He is ruler over it, not us. Let’s not defile His temple with our opinions. 


