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1 Thessalonians 3 

Introduction: 

1. Review. 

2. 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20. This is where our investment needs to be. Hope, Joy, Crown of Rejoicing 

3. Paul cared for souls and this is why we have this letter, especially the third chapter. We can learn a great deal. 

 

Discussion: 

I. Wanting to encourage their Faith 

 A. Paul had a genuine concern for their faith. 

  1. Paul can rely upon Timothy (brother and God’s fellow worker) 

  2. Timothy was going to strengthen and encourage them. Paul did not know how much   

  encouragement and strength they needed. 

  3. It seems as if the Jews were more concerned with Paul, than anyone else, so timothy could go. 

 B. Paul hope they were not discouraged because of what had happened 

  1. Paul was destined for these afflictions (Acts 9:16) but we all are going to face them (Jn. 15:20) 

  2. Paul did not want them to be disturbed or shaken. He wanted them to know and be sure and  

  secure in their faith (1 John 2:3). 

  3. We need to be telling people the truth about Christianity and the suffering that will come. 

  4. Because Paul knew they were going through this, he wanted that much more to hear about  

  their faith. Paul thought they may have not made it through. 

  5. Paul feared the abilities of Satan because he knew how good Satan was at his job. 

 

II. Hearing of their Faith 

 A. Timothy brought good news (gospel) of their faith and love 

  1. Faith- their personal belief in Christ. Proper faith has works involved (James 2:18-26). 

  2. Love- agape love, affection, charity, benevolence.  

  3. Their faith was working through love (Galatians 5:6). 

 B. Paul was comforted by this news 

  1. Paul was glad that they had not held any grudge against Paul because of the persecution they  

  had endured 

  2. They had a mutual love that bonded them as the family of Christ. 

  3. Paul would be really proud if they remain and stand firm in their faith (1 Cor. 15:1-4). 

  4. Steadfast- be reliable, fixed, and unmovable (Ephesians 4:13-14). 

 

III. Encouraging their Faith 

 A. Paul wants to see them again 

  1. It would have encouraged them knowing that Paul was trying to come and see them again. 

  2. Paul wanted them to understand that if he did come it would only come about through the  

  Lord’s will and power. 

 B. Paul wants them to increase in the things in which they were already doing 

  1. There is always room to grow in things we may already be doing. 

  2. Paul encouraged them to never stop growing in things that they ought to be doing. 

 C. Once again, the Lord was the prime “mover” in their faith. (2 Timothy 2:20-21) 

  1. We rely upon God for our increase in faith and love, in working with our diligence to move  

  toward God. 

  2. God was able to make them blameless and established them before God as holy. 

 

Conclusion: 

Application 

1. We need to care as much about souls that Paul did.  

2. If we continue to grow in our faith and remain steadfast, we will also be blameless and holy before God! 


