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Life of Christ- Rebuking the Unclean spirit in the Synagogue 

Mark 1:21-28; Luke 4:31-37 
Introduction: 

1. Review 

2. Jesus was in Capernaum (this is either before (Luke) or after (Mark) the call of the 4). 

3. If we understand these basic passages we can understand what Jesus came to do (John 5:39; Matthew 5:17). 

Discussion: 

I. Teaching with authority 

 A. Jesus went to the Sabbath  

  1. Jesus receives a different response in Capernaum than He did at Nazareth (Luke 4:16-30). 

  2. Then He came to Capernaum (This could be before or after the calling of the 4) 

  3. Mark’s account has it after the calling of the 4 and Luke has it after. Remember they are not  

  western minded like we are. Chronological is not as important as thematic to them.  

 B. He was teaching with Authority 

  1. They were amazed (greatly astounded). 

  2. Unlike the traditional Rabbis (Mark 1:21), Jesus relied directly on the Authority of scripture  

  rather than on the accumulated precedents of the rabbis (John 7:49- There is no one who speaks  

  like He does). 

  3. He uses scripture to refer to Himself when otherwise nobody would have known it. He gave  

  fuller meanings to things, that only one with the authority to “change” or give a fuller meanings  

  (God) could do. (See Luke 4:15-19; John 5:39). 

  4. Mark goes as far to say that this is a new doctrine (teaching) with authority (Mark 1:27). 

  5. They knew He must have been from God, if He can teach something different than they had  

  heard and be able to back up His claims with power over unclean spirits. Later they will try to  

  pin His miracles as the doing of Beelzebub. 

II. Jesus Rebukes the Unclean Spirit 

 A. Like no exorcism done today 

  1. The spirit knew exactly who Jesus was and knew he didn’t want Jesus coming around him. 

  2. “Unclean” spirit could just have reference to be in contrast with the Holy Spirit (Luke 4:14). 

  3. “Demon” of the devil. Not sure exactly of all its meaning 

  4. The Demon knew who Jesus of Nazareth was, The Holy One of God. He knew He  

 B. Jesus had commands over the demon 

  1. Jesus spoke and it happened (same way God spoke things into existence). 

  2. No harm came to the person possessed. 

  3. Jesus miracles for belief in that He was the Son of God (John 20:30-31).  

 C. Jesus had power over Satan and Satan’s demons, but He came to destroy the power of Satan 

  1. They recognized Jesus mission “have you come to destroy us?” (1 John 3:8) 

  2. This could be what is represented by the 1,000 year reign (not literal 1,000 yrs.) but Satan is  

  bound up and has been limited greatly by Christ (Revelation 20:4). 

III. News about Jesus spreads 

 A. The news spread about him 

  1. We ought to be spreading the news of Jesus. 

  2. He is the good news we should be spreading (1 Corinthians 15:1-4). 

 B. When worldly logic is met with godly logic, Jesus’ words win forth 

   1. We need to be teaching people the principles of God 

  2. God’s principles are superior to that of man’s and people may have never been confronted  

  with Jesus before. We are to put stone’s in people shoes that ought to make them think. 

Conclusion: 

1. If we are to teach and get responses like Jesus we need to teach God’s word in its proper context. 

2. We need to show the authenticity of Jesus and His miracles. It proved Jesus’ Deity and Messiah-ship. 

3. The logic of Jesus verses the logic of the world will win out in every topic and subject. 


