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Life of Christ- Rejection at Nazareth and move to Capernaum 

Luke 4:16-31; Matthew 4:13-16; Mark 6:1-5 

Introduction: 

1. Review 

2. Jesus goes to His hometown to preach and you would think He would be accepted by His own countrymen 

3. Jesus will move on from here to Capernaum and make that His “home-base” for a while. 

Discussion: 

I. Teaching in the Synagogue (This is the earliest known account of a Synagogue Service) 

 A. As was His custom 

  1. They allowed Rabbi’s to get up and speak after services were closed out (Acts 13:15). 

  2. These teachers in the Synagogue could be the same people present when Jesus was a child. 

 B. Jesus announces his Messianic Prophet status (18-19). 

  1. Quoting form Isaiah 61:1-2; 58:6. It was applied to Isaiah but ultimately fulfilled in Jesus. 

2. Isaiah had done this for Israel and their captivity, Jesus was going to do this for the world 

(Rom 5:6-11; Romans 6:3-11, 17-23) 

3. The “favorable” or acceptable year of the Lord (Gal. 4:4; 2 Corinthians 6:2) would be making 

reference to the year of Jubilee; Jesus was also the ultimate fulfillment of that (Leviticus 25). 

4. Every 50 years, they would celebrate the Year of Jubilee in which they would not tend to the 

fields, people returned to their homes, debts were relinquished and salves were set free (NIGTC). 

 C. Jesus shocked the crowd 

  1. He got up, said his peace and sat down. They all gazed on Him, imagine the scene. 

  2. Today (present period of time) has been fulfilled in your hearing (ears). 

II. A prophet is not accepted in His own home 

 A. Speaking well (could also mean evil speaking or bear witness c.f. Mark 6:3) of Jesus. 

  1. Wondered- to marvel at or be amazed 

2. These words seemed to be almost too good to be true. It would have been a much different 

word than they might have heard in the Synagogue that day. 

 B. They doubted his word 

  1. Is this not Joseph’s son? (Matthew 13:54-56) 

  2. Since Jesus’s words were not met with faith, Jesus refused to do miracles.  

3. The proverb “Physician Heal Yourself” was a Jewish proverb meaning, to take care of 

yourself and your home first. How can a physician heal others when he himself is sick or not 

attended to? They wanted Jesus to do things in Nazareth first and foremost; they wanted 

bragging rights of being Jesus’ home town. 

 C. A prophet is not accepted in his own home 

1. Jesus put His prophetic ministry in perspective by referencing how both Elijah and Elisha had 

performed miracles on foreigners in ways they did not work among their own people. 

2. Dual meanings, one Nazareth, the place of Jesus birth rejected Him but also could refer further 

than just them. More Gentiles would end up coming to Christ than Jews.  

III. The people were raged 

 A. All the People in the synagogue were filed with rage when they heard this 

  1. Filled (pimplemi) - to put as much in that can be held.  

  2. Anger (thymos)- violent uncontrolled anger caused by a situation 

  3. They were ready to throw Him off the cliff, Jesus escaped (could be miraculous: John 10:39). 

 B. IT said Jesus went on His way 

  1. He did not raise-up a mob to hunt them down but just moved on. 

  2. 1 Peter 2:21-25 

Conclusion: 

1. We will speak truth to people at it may be foreign to what they have heard before. 

2. We may not be accepted in our culture because God’s word goes against what our culture says is true. 

3. We will be persecuted for righteousness sake but we need to continue to preach and live Christ-like lives. 


