
Jesse Nelsen 3/23/2014 PM 

Walk this Way- 1 Thessalonians 4 
Introduction: 

1. Review 

2. Paul is going to give some practical advice to Christians who are being persecuted and bring them to the 

reality of what is important and what is not important in life. 

Discussion: 

I. Grow in Your Walk (1-8) 

 A. Excel more in how you ought to walk 

  1. Excel- preform exceptionally well in something 

  2. J.W. Shepherd said this: “There is no finality to progressive holiness while the believer  

  remains in earth. Life is marked wither by growth or decay” (2 Peter 1:5-11). 

  3. The commands that they were given, determine how they ought to be walking. 

  4. They needed to constantly be in God’s word in order to grow (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

 B. Sanctification 

  1. Sanctification- set apart or consecrated (also the same word for holiness). 

  2. We were sanctified at our birth (Acts 2:38; Ephesians 1:3, 13-14) 

  3. God’s will for us is our “continual” sanctification (Titus 2:11-14; Galatians 5:22-25) 

  4. Sanctification keeps us in fellowship with God (John 14:15-24; James 4:8; 1 John 1:5-7; 3:24) 

5. When we reject God’s Spirit (our seal for fellowship) when we stop our sanctification 

(Ephesians 4:17-32; Isaiah 68:8-10; 1 Corinthians 10:15-22). 

II. Grow in Your Love (9-12) 

 A. Now as for the love of the brethren you have no need for anyone to tell you. 

  1. First, is because they are taught by God (1 John 4:7-21). 

  2. Second, they are already practicing 

  3. BUT, we urge you brethren to excel the more in it. (1 Peter 1:12-15; 3:1-2) 

  4. Philadelphia- brotherly love. He did not use agape here. We ought to love each other like a  

  family and show the care for one another as a family would.  

 B. Behave properly towards outsiders 

  1. “Live quietly” and “to attend to one’s own business” the Greek terms at the time referred to  

  withdrawal from active participation in political and social affairs. (2 Timothy 2:2:3-4). 

  2. We do not want our political or social views to hurt our influence with the world around us. 

  3. We ought to be more concerned with saving souls then fighting with people about political  

  and social concerns. (Colossians 4:4-5). 

III. Grow in Your hope (13-18) 

 A. Do not be ignorant 

  1. Some did not fully understand what was going to happen to those who have already passed on. 

  2. This goes to show how some thought Jesus was coming back in their lifetime. 

  3. Our hope is in the fact that God does not lie in His promises or His oath’s (Hebrews 6:13-20). 

 B. Comfort one another 

  1. We do not grieve like those who have no hope (Rom 8:1) 

  2. If we believe in the resurrection we understand that God can raise Jesus from the dead, then  

  God can certainly raise all from the dead (1 Corinthians 15:12-28). 

  3. When Jesus returns, it will be the first time both those who are dead and those who are alive  

  go to be with Jesus. 

  4. These are words of comfort that Christians ought to be encouraging each other with. 

 

Conclusion: 

1. Grow in your walk with God by continually sanctifying yourself and remain in Christ and the Spirit. 

2. Grow in love, both brotherly love and love for those on the outside by behaving properly towards them. 

3. Grow in your hope by putting your faith and trust in the second coming of Jesus and remind yourself of it. 


