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Life of Christ- Vows and Oaths 

Introduction: 

1. Have you ever been told that as a Christian, you cannot put your hand on the Bible and “swear in?” 

2. We are going to look at Jesus’ statement in Matthew 5 (also repeated in James 5:12) and compare that with 

the Old Testament Law to find out exactly what Jesus is trying to tell the people. 

3. Jesus in this section of scripture is explaining how to have our righteousness surpass that of the Pharisee’s by 

coming to a better understanding of scripture. They abused the vows/oaths which God have given them. 

Discussion: 

I. The Ancients were Told 

 A. “You shall not make false vows, but shall fulfill your vows to the Lord” (Mt. 5:33) 

  1. Legal agreements and vows before God, where not bad things (Lev 19:12; Num. 30:2). 

  2. Read a Section from the Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament (Page 166) 

  3. Vows and Oaths are different but both require one’s integrity to follow through. 

 B. The Pharisee’s once again took the vows and oaths and made their own traditions or laws 

  1. Matthew 23:16-22- they choose what was binding and not binding 

  2. The used this distorted view to defraud people and to get out of keeping their word. 

II. But I Say… 

 A. Make no oath at all (with the conditions attached. MT. 5:34-36) 

  1. Our word is our bond in interpersonal relationships (Verse 37). 

  2. Jesus is not saying one cannot make an oath at all but first he is warning about making an oath  

  by something other than the integrity of your word (DT. 23:21-23)   

  3. SEE EXAMPLES OF OATHS AND VOWS 

  4. Since legal oaths are not condemned in scripture, what kind of oath/vow is? 

   a. “Those oaths of the evil one” 

   a. J.T. Mueller- describes sinful swearing as which is “false, blasphemous and frivolous” 

   b. Edmond Hiebort- “indiscriminate, light, or evasive use of oaths” 

   c. Guy N Woods- flippant, frivolous and profane” he says there is no reference to judicial 

   oaths in James or Matthew 

 B. The Dangers of an Oath 

  1. Herod- Matthew 14:6-12 

  2. Jewish Assassins- Acts 23:11-24 

  3. James 5:12; Leviticus 5:4 

III. Some Examples of Oaths and Vows 

 A. We make Marriage Vows (Till Death do us part, as heaven as my witness, I give you my promise) 

 B. The Nazarite Vow (Num. 6) which Paul may have done as well (Acts 18:18) and he did do when it 

 furthered his ability to preach and teach the gospel (Acts 21:17-28) 

 C. Women’s Vows (Numbers 30:3-16) 

 D. Abraham swore by God to Abimelech never to deal falsely with him again (Gen. 21:22-24) 

 E. Jesus answered a question while under “oath” (Mt. 26:59-64; Mark 14:61-62) 

  1. The word “adjure” in the Greek means to “to extract or force an oath”  

  2. Jesus answered and said, “I am” or “You have said it yourself” which is an affirmative reply. 

 F. God made an Oath but God cannot lie and will always keep His oaths. (Heb. 6:13:14). 

Conclusion: 

1. Placing your hand on the “bible” means nothing more than, you telling the courtroom and the judge you are 

acknowledging that you are being held accountable to your word and we are following the principle of Rom. 

13:1; 1 Peter 2:13. We do not need to be making bid deals out of things which are not big deals. 

2. The priority is to not make promises you cannot keep, it would be better to say no than to say yes and not 

keep it. Have integrity and keep your word. Legal matters that demand an oath or a vow to make a statement 

does not concern us as Christians because we don’t lie, right?  

3. We have said, “Yes” to God when we were baptized into His kingdom and we need to be about fulfilling that 

statement of promise, to pick up our cross daily and follow after Jesus. 


