
Life of Christ- You Shall Not 
Commit Murder 

Matthew 5:17-26 



Introduction 

• Jesus is going to correctly interpret the Law and 
this is how their righteousness would be greater 
than that of the Pharisee’s. 

• Jesus is going to deal with 6 different contrasts 
between the way God’s law was traditionally 
understood and the way God intended it to be 
understood. 

• Murder- Jesus is going to show a progression of 
murder and at each stage here, one is guilty 
before the court. Pharisees thought that as long 
as they kept themselves from actually murdering 
a person, they were good before God. 



You have heard from the Ancients (The 
current view held) 

• The Jews put more emphasis on the Rabbi’s 
interpretation of the Law, rather than the Law 
itself. This is what lead them to honor with lips, yet 
their heart is far from God. 

• We know that the word of God is of no personal 
interpretation (1 Peter 1:21) that is why if even an 
angel from heaven preached something different 
we are not to listen (Gal.1:6-9). 

• Jesus is going to show once again how their Rabbi’s 
interpretations of the Law is incorrect once again. 



But I Say!! (Jesus’ correct 
interpretation). 

• Everyone who is angry with his brother shall be 
guilty before the court. This is unrighteous anger 
(c.f. Eph. 4:25-32; James 1:19-20; 1 John 3:13-18). 

• And whoever says to His brother, “You good for 
nothing” shall be guilty before the court. RAKA- 
was used as a derogatory word to tell someone 
they were useless to God. 

• And Whoever says, “You fool,” shall be guilty 
enough to go into fiery hell. Moreh- denoted a 
rebellion against God (Num. 20:10; Psalm 14:1) 



But I Say (Cont.) 

• In the eyes of God, all these have the same 
spiritual consequences. 

• Why? They violate the Law of love (Lev. 19:17-18; 
1 John 3:13-18). 

• Pharisee’s wanted to say look, “I did not hate my 
brother” but God says, “well you didn’t love them 
either.” That was their problem, they saw only 
negative laws as a violation of God’s will, when 
violating positive laws was just as severe. 

• On the two foremost positive commands hang all 
the rest of the commands (Matt. 22:37-40) 



Therefore… 

• This is the reason why we need to go to our 
brothers and resolve conflicts before giving our 
gift (sacrifice) at the alter. 

• Jesus states that even if you know a brother 
has a problem with you, go to him (opposite of 
Matthew 18). It implies we are not to worship 
until we do. 

• God cares more for our relationship with our 
brother, because it has severe spiritual 
consequences. 



Application 
• Even though we may not be judged on basis of the Law 

of the land we are still accountable to God on basis of 
His knowing even the debts of our heart (1 Tim. 5:24) 

• The Pharisee’s were so impressed by their ability to law 
keep according to their Rabbi’s interpretation, yet it is 
God who judges even the heart (Prov. 16:2; 1 Chron. 
28:9; 1 Cor. 4:5). 

• Christianity is not a, “well I have not done wrong” 
religion but a “I also did good.” (Eph. 4:17-32; Matt. 
25:34-46). 

• We cannot claim to love God and not love our brother 
or the word of God call us a murderer (1 John 4:20-21). 


