
Jesse Nelsen 7/13/2014 PM 

Launching out on Faith- Too Many to Count 

Hebrews 11:32-40 

Introduction: 

1. Encouragement comes from many places but knowing that there are people who have gone through the same 

thing and have remained strong (faithful) can help our faith in times of trial. 

2. The Hebrew author does something equivalent to, “do I need to go on?” or “I could go on all day.” 

3. He gives a short summary of the things he could talk about and basically sums up the life of a faithful child of 

God in these sentences and is going to drive home the point: if they can, then we can too. 

 

Discussion: 

I. By Faith 

 A. Conquered Kingdoms (Philistines, Edomite’s, Amalekites, Jebusites, Hittites, Syrians…) 

 B. Preformed acts of righteousness (1 John 3:4-10) 

 C. Obtained Promises (Exodus, Jericho, Promised Land) 

 E. Shut mouths of lions (Daniel) 

 F. Quenched the power of fire (Sharach, Meshach, Abed-nego) 

 G. Escaped the edge of the sword (David, Elijah, Jeremiah) 

 H. From weakness made strong (Sampson, Hezekiah) 

 I. Became mighty in War (Daniel, Joshua, Jonathan) 

 J. Put foreign Armies to Flight (2 Chronicles 20:15-20) 

 K. Women received back their children (Elijah and Elisha) 

II. Suffering 

 A. What did they go through? 

  1. Were tortured, not accepting their release, so that they may might obtain a better promise (2  

  Maccabees 6:18-31-Eleazar the scribe, would rather be tortured on the rack than eat pork) 

  1. Mocking and Scourging  

  2. Stoned and Sawn in Two (Zechariah in 2 Chronicles 24:20-21 and Isaiah, tradition) 

  3. Put to death with the sword (1 Kings 19:10, 14) 

  4. Lived as an outcast (David, Elijah 2 Kings 1:8) 

  5. Men who were not worthy of this world (1 Maccabee’s 1:27-32; 2 Macc. 6:27) 

 B. What are we to go through? 

  1. Fellow suffering (1 Peter 4:12-19; Romans 5:3-5) 

  2. Would rather be burned in the fire than turn away from God (Daniel 3:16-18; John 16:33) 

III. Approval 

 A. He concludes the same way he begins 

  1. If they had forgotten the purpose of the examples of faith, he was going to remind them. 

  2. They did not receive what was promised (All of them look forward to the Messiah and the  

  heavenly home. Hebrews 11:13-16; 1 Peter 1:10) 

 B. Apart from us they would not be made perfect 

  1. Without “us” the Christian system, they could not be made “perfect or complete” because  

  Christ would not have come.  

  2. They did not have what we have, yet remained faithful through it all. 

  3. You could say, they went through what they went through to preserve the salvation until the  

  coming of the Christ 

 

Conclusion: 

1. Hebrews 11:1 

2. We need to learn from these examples and great men of faith to encourage our hearts and strengthen 

ourselves in the Lord. 

3. Invitation 


