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Life of Christ- Where’s the Love!! 

Matthew 5:38-48 

Introduction: 

1. We need to understand Jesus’ use of hyperbole to make a point about the radical nature of his teaching. 

2. Once again, they had taken a law of God and removed it from its context and misused the application. 

3. Jesus is calling his followers to value relationships supremely and regard possessions as nothing, the point 

that is going to be made is, absolute selflessness motivated by love. 

4. We are going to combine the last two of Jesus antitheses because of how well they go together. 

Discussion: 

I. God has His ministers of Justice 

 A. Hebrew Nation (self-governed) 

  1. Leviticus 24:10-23. Israel was their own nation which had to have “law and order.”  

  2. “Eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth” was a form of legalized vengeance where the   

  punishment fit the crime, not a standard for personal vengeance (Lev. 19:17-18), except as  

  concession for a relatives murder (Num. 35:18-21). 

  3. The Pharisee’s would over punish people for personal vengeance rather than a legal judicial  

  sentencing. They did it to Jesus; they had no legal right to prosecute Christ (John 18:38-40). 

 B. Government 

  1. We are not to take our own personal vengeance (Rom 12: 14-21) 

  2. Government is to be God’s minister for good and a sword for the evil (Rom. 13:1-7). 

II. Do not resist the Evil Person 

 A. Just because you legally or “have the right” to do something, it does not mean you should (1   

 Cor. 10:23-33). 

 B. Under Jewish and Roman law, a blow to the face was worthy of prosecution (in the ancient   

 world it was considered the most insulting thing a person could do besides actual physical harm;   

 2 Corinthians 11:20; Job 16:10; Lam. 3:30). 

 D. Tunic and Coat- Exodus 22:25-27 

 E. Go with them 2 miles- Roman soldiers had the legal right to impress labor, work animal or   

 substance of local residence. Jesus says to go above and beyond that. 

 F. Give to those who ask and do not turn away those who want to borrow (Luke 6:30-34). 

III. Jesus’ Teaching goes beyond Nonresistance 

 A. You have heard to love your neighbor and hate your enemy. 

  1. Jews saw only other Jews as their “neighbor” and Pharisees only those “approved” 

  2. Jesus gives a better understanding of that later (Luke 10:25-37) 

 B. Love your enemies  

  1. Exodus 23:1-9* 

  2. Pray for those who persecute you (Luke 23:34; Acts 7:60) 

  3. If you love those who love you what reward do you have? 

   a. Even tax collectors love their own (insult because tax collectors were despised) 

   b. The gentiles do the same- they were considered idolaters and evil doers (worst of the  

   worst) Luke’s account says sinners. 

  4. Greet more than your brothers (This is the same word used in the NT for Christians to greet  

  one another, e.g. the holy kiss) 

  5. Luke says your reward will be in heaven, he calls it being merciful (Luke 6:35-36). 

Application: 

1. So that you may be a son of your Father who is heaven. To Jews being God’s child was to be like Him. 

2. You are to be perfect (mature, complete e.g. Heb. 5:14; Jas 1:4) as your father is perfect. 

3. God show us His sovereignty by causing it to rain on the righteous and unrighteous, we are to be imitators of 

the Father. His job is to take vengeance our job is to love. 


