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Life of Christ- Prayer and Alms Giving 

Matthew 6:1-6 

Introduction: 

1. We are going to be discussing personal worship to God and not necessarily Public worship 

2. This teaching by no means says one cannot pray or give publicly. 

3. The heart of the teaching is going to be motivation and where our heart is. 

 

Discussion: 

I. Is our Motivation God or Pride? 

 A. Pride (Matthew 23:1-12) 

  1. God resists the proud (James 4:6)  

  2. “to be notice (theathanai)- from which we get the word theatrical   

  2. The rewards of prideful exhibition are no greater than the momentary flattery they might bring  

  3. They will be rewarded in full (literally filled up) Luke 6:24 

 B. God 

  1.  Our Christian life is a constant humbling ourselves before God and doing what He expects of  

  us because of what He can do for us (James 4:1-10) 

  2. You reward will be from God (1 Peter 5:6-11) 

  3. Revelation 4:11; Hebrews 12:28-29; John 4:24; Acts 17:24-31 

 

II. Alms Giving 

 A. So when you give to the poor. 

  1. Jesus assumes they should be doing this (Deut. 15:11; Lev. 19:9-10; Prov. 19:17) 

  2. Luke 6:30-38- Merciful as your father is merciful 

  3. Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) “Go and do the same” 

  4. Proverbs 14:21, 31 

 B. Do it in Secret 

  1. Mark 12:41-44- if God is pleased, we should be pleased 

  2. Hypocrite “hypokrites”- pretender, an actor, stage player 

  3. Our Christianity is real, it is not an act. We do not need an audience or for people to know  

  when we give to the poor. God knows and that is all that matters 

  4. We are servants; we are not to be honored because we are doing as we ought (Luke 17:7-10) 

  5. Do not even let your left hand know what you are doing (humble, do not be proud inside) 

 

III. Prayer 
 A. When you pray (personal prayers, not public) 

  1. Once again Jesus assumes that we will be praying (1 Thessalonians 5:17) 

  2. We are to be praying about everything and non-stop (Phil. 4:6; Luke 6:12) 

 B. It is about content not length 

  1. Meaningless repetition, known for many words. The prayer goes on and on saying the same  

  thing in different words, not for the glory of God but to make it longer 

  2. Jesus Example prayer, was short, sweat and to the point. We are accomplishing something in  

  our prayers, not all prayers are the same. (Opening prayers, closing, personal, praying for a  

  specific reason or person, praying for an opportunity) 

  3. Matt 26:36-56; Acts 12:1-5; Psalm 51 

  4. Jesus stresses: Fatherhood and holiness of God, the importance of God’s kingdom (rule), the  

  ability to be satisfied with needs rather than wants, the absolute necessity of forgiveness  

Conclusion: 

1. We need to decide if we are going to worship God in pride or humility each has their reward. 

2. We are to do things for Christ, regardless of the “earthly” reward but just because it is the right thing to do. 

3. Forgiveness is a key part of serving God, if we are not willing, then God is not willing. 


