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Life of Christ- Thou Shall Not Judge 

Introduction: 

1. If there is one verse that is quoted almost more than any other verse, it has to be this one.  

2. I did not fully grasped the caution and precaution of Christ’s statements here because I was always concerned 

about “defending” my right to judge people, that I made a “lesser point” the “main point” in these scriptures.  

Discussion: 

I. The Caution of Judging 

 A. Do not judge so that you will not be judged (what judgments should we not be making) 

  1. The word judge here is not to form an opinion but a judging of motives, as we will see later. 

  2. Romans 2:1-5 James 2:8-131 Corinthians 13:4-7 

  3. We should not judge those who are weak in the faith (Romans 14:1, 13; 15:1-2). 

  4. If someone is doing something, even if you think it to be unwise but it is not sinful, it is not  

  our place to judge that person. We are to bear with the weak and if possible help them to grow  

  spiritually. Too many times we pass judgment on things that are inconsequential. 

 B. We are not to judge another man’s servant 

  1. Romans 14:4; James 4:11-12 

  2. 1 Corinthians 4:1-4 

 C. We are not to judge those in the world 

  1. 1 Corinthians 5:9-13 

  2. We cannot hold them to a standard in which they have not chosen to live by, God will do that. 

II. The Precaution of Judging 

 A. Reminder: The standard by which we judge, we will be judged 

  1. The precaution here is the statement “the way in which you judge” (your motive for judging). 

  2. We will be hung by our own gallows if we are not careful (Esther 7; Eccles. 10:8). 

 B. Figure of speech (Speck and log) 

  1. Jesus is using dramatic imagery for an effect. In effect Christ is saying, when you go to judge  

  others sin, you yourself are sinning with the “way in which” you judge.  

  2. Jesus is showing that the harsh and unnecessary “faultfinding” detective is worse off than the  

  one who is committing the sin. 

 C. This type of judging in ineffective and actually causes more damage 

  1. Illustration: “In the airplane you must put the oxygen mask on first before helping another” 

  2. The one who judges harshly causes more damage than good because the person, whom he/she 

  is judging, will end up resenting this person and see them as a hypocrite (2 Tim. 2:23-26). 

  3. The adulteress woman- John 8:1-11. Their motives were all wrong. 

III. The Purpose of Judging 

 A. So you can take the spec out of your brother’s eye 

  1. You hypocrite, unfortunately most people do not see themselves as hypocrites so for those  

  who are going to harshly judge, they will most likely do it anyway because they seem themselves 

  as better than others (as many Pharisee’s thought). 

  2. First taking the log out allows you to see clearly but once you see clearly most times we  

  realize the things we once wanted to judge/condemn we would rather show mercy and teach. 

  3. 1 Corinthians 5:1-13; Rom 16:17-18; Jude 20-23 

 B. So you do not waste your time 

  1. There are people we can judge and Jesus calls them “swine” and dogs” which in the Jewish  

  eyes were the worst of the worst for animals. These dogs were wild and both were flesh eaters. 

  2. The pearl in this case would represent the good news of the gospel (Matthew 13:44) 

  3. This is not a prejudice (i.e. Samaritans, gentiles, sinners) this is a conclusion after getting to  

  know the person individually and there circumstance. Once again we cannot expect people to  

  live according to God’s word who do not know it 

Conclusion: 

1. We need to be very cautious and have the right motive in our judging, to seek and save the lost. 


