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Life of Christ- The Centurion’s Faith 

Matthew 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10 

Introduction: 

1. Faith is essential to our relationship with God, especially when it comes to our request, in prayer to Him. 

2. The Centurion’s faith is a monumental example that we ought to imitate and learn to gain this type of trust. 

3. The discrepancies between Luke’s account and Matthew’s. 

 

Discussion: 

I. The Centurion 

 A. A Centurion in Capernaum? 

  1. Until recently, there was no evidence that Centurions were stationed in Capernaum until  

  A.D. 44. Recent excavations reveal a military garrison in Capernaum with quarters to the east of  

  the Jewish village 

  2. The troops lived in better houses than the local residences and the archeological digs found  

  that they also had a roman bath house system as well 

 B. The Person 

  1. He was a centurion (veteran soldier) over a “century” which had around 100 people in it. 

  2. He loves the nation of the Jews “God-fearer” and most likely used his influence and resources  

  to build their synagogue (Compare to Acts 10). 

  3. This story has its background in the Roman system of patronage or “favors” toward somebody 

  in order to receive loyalty or service. 

  3. That he was able to send Jewish elders tells you something of how they must have felt about  

  him as well. 

II. The Centurion’s Compassion 

 A. His slave was highly regarded by him 

  1. Wait his slave? A good slave was well taken care of by his master because slaves allowed the  

  master to live the luxurious lifestyle that he did. This slave must have had value to him; maybe,  

  he was a cook, as they were one of the more expensive slaves to buy.  

  2. Seeing this Centurion’s character, it seemed as if there was a deeper reason, he may have truly 

  had compassion on people and wanted to take care of the person who took care of him. 

 B. When he heard about Jesus… 

  1. Good news is supposed to draw people to it. 

  2. From what he heard, he knew that Jesus was the person to see about his servant’s healing 

  3. We need to be talking about Jesus in such a way to our friends, co-workers, family that when  

  they are hurting they know who to go to (2 Corinthians 1:3-7). 

III. The Centurion’s Faith 

 A. Jesus was legitimately impressed by His faith 

  1. He marveled at him- literally in wonder and amazement. 

  2. Someone who was not a part of the Jewish lineage had greater faith than those who were  

  “chosen” by God. 

  3. Israel was supposed to be a light (influence) on the gentiles, it seems here that a gentile (non- 

  Jew) was an example to the Jews (Isaiah 49:6) 

 B. Without Faith it is impossible to please Him (Hebrews 11:6) 

  1. When we ask in things in Faith, God is faithful to answer (James 1:6). 

  2. We need to know that God is able to do above and beyond all that we ask (Ephesians 3:20) 

 

Conclusion: 

1. When our character develops in such a way where we become more Christ-like, we grow closer to the Father. 

2. John 17:20-26 

3. Invitation 
 


