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Zephaniah Chapter 1 
Introduction: 

1. Historical Background Review 

2. Political Background Review 

3. After discussing, let’s see if there is any application we can make for our lives today. 

 

Discussion: 

I. Destruction is coming 

 A. Flood imagery (2-3) 

  1. They are living prosperously in the Promised Land but not for long because of their   

  wickedness and abominable acts (Gen 6:8; Ezekiel 8-10). 

  2. God keeps His promises when we keep the conditions (Gen 17:9-14; Gen. 18:19; Josh. 1:1-9). 

 B. Who is God going to destroy? 

  1. All the inhabitants of Jerusalem (God’s chosen people because they were an evil nation, save  

  the remnant). 

  2. He was going to show the powerlessness of the foreign Gods, specifically Ball and other  

  idolatrous priests and the priests. 

 

II. The Day of the Lord in Near 

 A. A Worship/Cleansing scene 

  1. Zephaniah calls the court room seen to hush before YHWH (not Adonai here) 

  2. He has prepared the sacrifice and it will not be bulls or goats, it will be the nation itself 

  3. The guests here would refer to the nation of Babylon who God is going to use be the tool of  

  His destruction. 

  4. Consecration happens before a person does something for the Lord (Joshua 3:5; 7:13). 

 B. What is the reason for this sacrifice? 

  1. Sacrifices are only offered because of sin (8-9) 

  2. The princes clothed themselves in foreign garments (their protection, became to close with the 

  foreign powers, worshiped their gods, and started living like them) 

  3. They misused the house of the Lord (c.f. John 2:13-22). 

 C. Nowhere will be left untouched 

  1. Divides Jerusalem up into sections (Fish Gate, Second Quarter, the hills, Mortar, the people of 

  Canaan). 

  2. God is going to search every square inch and punish all men, especially those who think God  

  is not going to do anything. 

 D. Listen to the battle cries 

  1. A day of Wrath, trouble, distress, destruction, desolation, darkness, gloom, clouds, thick  

  darkness 

  2. Trumpets and battle cry, against fortified cities, huge corners towers 

  3. Blood will be shed and all their fortunes will be taken. 

 

III. Application 

 B. We are to learn from their example 

  1. 1 Corinthians 10:6, 11 

  2. Galatians 3:24; Acts 7:51-60 

 A. God is going to come to destroy again 

  1. James 5:7-10; 2 Peter 3:10-13  

  2. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 

  


